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A comprenenstvs plan tor" reltn-

qulshment by the Federal Govern-
ment 0{180,OOO,OOO acres of land a
tract as large as Central Europe, was
embodleel In a report of .one of Prest-
dent Hoover's first commissions, made
public last night,
The Committee on the Conservatton

and Administration of th~rubUc, Do-
main recommended legislation to turn
over' all this land" to 'the '22 Western
States in which It is located, "The
hope was expressed In the",rl:por,t :that
;this land would be transferred 41t!-
mately to private ownership-as 'rapid-
ly as posslble. The sta'tes 'would be
expected to otrer inducements tor Its
'purchase.cby private interests.'

, Acceptance n Optl~n~I,

Hqwever"tbe.,~tates _would .not be
'required to accept the:'Federiil'prop-
ertyunless they so desired; au'act of.
.tne State Legislature, would be neces-
sary to consummate the transfer,
I' The .;eport was dr:l:wn afte~: eight-
een months of Investtgatton, James
R. Gadleld, former InterIor secretary
.a.nd chairman 'of" the commission"
,said In a statement 'Ia.st night that
.the report, was designed .to enable.
drartrng of 'legislation 'to take care
of this long-standing problem. Dr.
Elwood Mead, Reclamation Bureau
Commissioner and anotber member,
said his bureau approved the report,
Dr, Mead especially praised the com-
mission's recommendation for using
electric power.revenues to pay orr the.
cost of water developments.
The commission of eighteen also

lncluded Mary Roberts Rinehart,
novetrst, former Senator H,' 0, Bur-
sum, of New, Mexico, and George
Horace Lorimer, editor of the Satur-
day Ev~nlng Post,

Five POints stressed.

Five major points were stressed In
the ,report, They were: ,
1. Transfer of the vacant, unre-

served public ,lands under a ten-year
program.
2. Use and .conservat ion o! water I

resources' on the land, particularly
for flood control and reclamatton.
3, Conservation by the Govennment

, or the subsurface mtnerals known to
exist, but transfer of subsequent
minerai rights to the States.
4. Conservation of timber resources

In national forests, with recommen-
dations for additions to the existing
forest tracts.
5. Changes In administration 'wh lch

might produce greater efficiency In
the conservation and use of the nato,
'ural resources, of the Nation.
Specific reservations were made In

the case of known minerai lands. I
Nonmrnerat tracts would 'be trans-
ferred to .the States IIi fee: Simple,

, but In the case of mineral lands, the
Federal Government would reserve'
the right to all minerals known to
exist at the time of clear listing"
Any mInerals not then known to be
present, but later discovered, would
be the property of the States.

Fee Simple Transfer.

Transfer of such minerai lands
would be In fee simple; but wIth the
above stated reservations, Including
"reservation In the United States, Its

t ,permittees, lessees, or grantees, of
the right to enter upon the 'land to

, prospect for, mine, and remove such
minerals,"
The Boulder

cepted as a m I fo
control plans. Tn: lem of dispo-
sition of ,hydroelectric power- thus gen-
erated wasmenttoned but orle1l.Y. as
follows:
"As an Incident to 1l.ood-control

projects, the generation of power, and
the development of water _for Irrtga-
Iton can be made to pay their part,
but the frequent practice of the ,past
of loading all the costs upon the
shoulders of the landowner is in
equitable and should be discontinued

President's Group Advises
Transfer of Lands to

Western States ..,



I' Boulder Dam Is Cited.
"Recognition of >that principle ap-

pears In the Boulder Dam proj~.:;;t
act." VarIous details of arrangements
for transfer were suggested. The re-
port .recommended that any land re-
fused by the States be 'turned into a
national range, subject to grazing re-
search and range improvement, as
well as dtsposltton of receipts, home-

I stead proVisions and the prospecting
. for and utlllzation Of minerals.

'Inclusion of 'such tracts in the na-
tionall range would be made upon ap-
plication 'of the State -land cornmts-
siemer, 'under authorizatIon .or the
Legislature. 'In the absence of such
legislation and formal application at
the end of ten years,. the President
would be authorized to establish the
national .range in such States by ex-
ecutive .order.. ,
In the case of lands specifically re-

served to the Federal Government for
such purposes' as national forests,
reclamation, national parks and mi-
gratory bird refuges. the Government
would have authortty to make ex-
changes with States or private own-
ers for purposes of consolidation.

Full Hearf ngs Provided.
No. such exchanges could be made

without full hearings, and considera-
tion would be, given to those who

l have been using the land for many
years.
In the administration of the lands"

the Government and the states would
be required to "perpetuate the .best
Interests of the live stock .industry."
Location and' protection of' stock
driveways would be given immediate
consideration, and pending determlna-/
tion o.f how much er this land is to
be given to the, States, the Govern-
ment is asked to cooperate with stock
ralserse associations as to use, loca-
tion and policing. ,
The present ratio or Federal par-

ticipation !n highway construction Is
recommended continued for ten years.
Congress is asked to provide sufficient

, funds for a survey by the General
Land Office Of. unsurveyed lands. A
board 'would be created in the In-
terior Department to arrange and
adm Inls~er transfer of the lep j
. ----


