Project No Different from
: Any Other Dam

lt San Franclsco Mar. 5. (AP)—A
! slight, ' white-baired man wi 3
,quick, expansive smile sat in
| Francisco hospital rcom to
prepared to._ direct | | the t 1
the turbulent Colorada
the biggest: engineering projéet ever
| undertaken - within  the ﬁUmted
States.

‘The bmlder who from hL‘) hospi-
tal rocm will direct the harnessing
of the wild stream is Williajn H.
Wattis of Ogden, Utah president

mcn of Hoover dam of the great;,
.Boulder Canyon pro,)ect

The bid of the Six Companies,
Inc., was $48,890,995.50, or mcre
than $5,000,000 below that of the
next: Jowest bidder, the Arundel
| Corporation of Baltimore.

Wrapped (in a bathrobe and ap=
| parently amuch at  home in the
rcocm where he has spent some
time under treatment for cancer,
Waittis talked eagerly of the great
| project  which will transform rag-
ing floods into a placid reservoir
1110 miles long.

“Now this dam,” Wattis said, “is
just a dam. It's no different from
‘any other dam, there’s just more
of it, that’s all.”

“Feople call this a dam,” he con-

a tunnel. We've got to dig way
down under the river bhed to put
in those diversicn tunnels 4,000 feet
long and 50 feet around. That's
| something. But this dam, it goes
up higher and it reaches farther
back, otherwise it’s the same little
dam we threw wup in a dozen
places.”

. He seemed downright
tic over a “nasty lit
will receive  first

nthusias-
ob” that

tof the Utah Coustruction company |
i and-head of the Six Compatiles, !
 Inc., low bidders cn the construc- !

tinued, “when they should oall it:
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‘of railroad along the narrow gorge
to haul “mud and muck” from the
Lunnelq and bring back gravel for
lconcrete

Between  cigar puffs Wattis told
[how the as
ir rmed. He said the syndicate idea
‘possibly was born of the joint work
ncw being done by the Utah Con-
structicn ccmpany and the W, A.
| Betchel company on the Western
Pacific railrcad extension in north-
ern California.

“We. knew it was tco big a job
for any /cne coencern to handle,” he
 declared. “It involves a lot of mon-
| ey—m<cre money than any one con-
'tractcr has a right to have.”

. “I don’t know whether T1l ge
out of here scon or not. I tha
I'm improving;” he remark;
‘don’t wirry, I'll be on thi

i

“but
job.”



