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Reclamation fills key positions
The appointments of Robert J.

Towles, Dennis E. Schroederand
Robert W. 1ohnson to key man-
agement positions in the Bureau
of Reclamation 's LowerColorado
Region were announced recently
by Commissioner of Reclamation
Dennis B. Underwood.

Towles has been appointed re-
gional director for the region,
which is headquartered in Boulder
City. The office is responsible for
operation and maintenance of the
last 688 miles of the Colorado
River in the United States, and for
administering associated water
resource programs in Southern
Nevada, Arizona, and Southern
California. He succeeds Ed
Hallenbeck, who retired in Feb-
ruary.

"Bob Towles is a seasoned ex-
ecutive and engineer who is ide-
ally suited for this challenging
'position," Underwood said. "His
familiarity with Bureau of Recla-
mation activities in the region is a
major benefit to our organization;
he will be able to hit the ground
running.

A career Reclamation employee
with more than 40 years of service,
Towles has received the Depart-
ment of the Interior Meritorious
Service Award. Since graduating
from the University of Arizona in
1953, Towles worked on Recla-
mation projects in California,
Texas, Colorado and Arizona in
engineering and management
positions of increasing responsi-
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bility. Since May 1986, he has
been the project manager for the
Arizona Projects Office, which is
responsible for construction of the
Central Arizona Project

Schroeder has been named
project manager of the Arizona
Projects Office in Phoenix, suc-
ceeding Towles.

Johnson has been named as as-
sistant regional director in the
Lower Colorado Region Office in
Boulder City. He succeeds John
Brown, who retired in November
1990. Towles and Johnson will
join Assistant Regional Director
Walter Fite to form the regional
office executive management
team.

"Bob Johnson's diverse expe-
rience in matters relating to
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Reclamation's water, land, and
power resources activities make
him extremely well-qualified to
oversee Lower Colorado Region
programs," Underwood said.

Johnson, who received a
master's degree in agricultural and
resource economics from the
University of Nevada-Reno in
1977, has been a Reclamation
employee since 1975. He began
his career in Reclamation's Sac-
ramento, Calif., office, then
transferred to the Lower Colorado
Region in 1979. In 1987, he was,
named chief of the contracts and
repayment branch in the
Commissioner's Office in Wash-
ington, DC. In that job, he had
primary responsibility for agency
matters related to water project
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financing, repayment and water
marketing. He returned to the
Lower Colorado Region in 1988,
as the regional supervisor of wa-
ter, land and power.


