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Townsite residences
city's first homes
Much has been said,. writ- Original six-sided evapora-

ten, about the Townsite home, tive coolers were fed a con-
a houee of 8traight-forward tinuous stream of water that
feature. which have lasted drained from the cooler to the
through the years despite its ground while operating. A fau-
initial billingu only tempo-, cet was turned on along with
rary, 1()..year dwellings. . the cooler and water flowed to
The structures themselves the ground while the cooler

featured full utility improve- worked.
menteincludinge1ectricityand Water was free during the
indoor water and sewer service. war yean, and only a nominal

charp wu exacted thereafter ..All were constructed on a N ineu1ati f kind
standard plan of shiplap on ~ ?n 0 any
wood fram with composition -wu mcluded ~ ~om-:a of the

f to and arnnve wood era, yet Townmte mterior walls
roo, ngue e·- littl than· tedflooring and featured a covered .were e more pamte
carport and driveway. plywood.

The lack of " ':"lncrete foun-
Much has been made of the dation may be the key piece of

redwood used to construct the evidence to signal that builders
homee; such materials would -eaJly did intend for Townsite
lead any carpenter to believe homes to be temporary.
the houaee were meant for The house was placed on
more than temporary U8e. concrete piles in the ground, ~

Ryzdynaki said, indicating buil- '
ders planned tomove the struc-
tures at a later date, a common
praCtice in the yet undeveloped
and wood-starved Nevada.
When the plant site waasok

to Nevada and later to pri~.tf
industries, the issue of:~~e
homee proved to be a constant
irritation to both the com~y
owner and would-be owriei-s.
Townsite houaea fmally were

sold during the area's industrial
revival during the early 1950&
to familiee that had occupied
them to that date or wisll to
purchase what was to become
a permanent Henderson home I
for many. I

Southem Nevada Museum
curator Mark Ryzdynski noted
redwood is exceptionally dense
and one of the few woods that
naturally resists water, insects
and dry rot.
For whatever reason, Ryz-

dynaki thinks the use of red-
wood is the only departure for
builders that were clearly
thinking of a temporary hous-
ing project.

Other features of the house
may have indicated the tem-
porary nature that was anti-
cipated, euch as the heatinl
and cooling systems.
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MUSEUM PIECE-Noting the quick disappearance of unim-
proved Townsite homes, the Southern Nevada Musuem has

worked diligently for years to secure their
Townsite House exhibit, complete with 1940s furnishings


