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Sierra Club's top executive suggests dralnlnq LakE
Associated Press
SALT LAKE CITY - The first

paid executive director of the Si-
erra Club is proposing - brace
yourselves, boaters - to drain
Lake Powell.
David Brower made his pitch

Wednesday night in a speech at
the University of Utah, where he
showed a film of what Glen Can-
yon looked like before the dam
was completed in the early
1960s.
. Brower said lowering the level
of the reservoir on the Utah-
Arizona border makes sense eco-
nomically and environmentally.

Because the 186-mile long lake
is so big, it causes an !innual
evaporative loss of 750,000 acre-
feet of water., he said. But
Nevada's Lake Mead down-
stream from Lake Powell stores
~h water to meet the needs
of water users.
The loss of power generation

from Glen Canyon Dam, which
forms Lake Powell, could be more
than offset by energy-
conservation measures, and more
water would be available because
less would evaporate, he argues.
Under Brower's proposal, the

dam would stay in place and_

a

would be used again only when
Lake Mead fiIled with Colorado
River silt, a focess that he esti-
mates Will ta e 150 to 200 years.
In the meantime, much of Glen
Canyon - a place Brower de-
scribes as the most beautiful on
Earth - would be exposed once
again.
Katie Lee, who attended a lun-

cheon sponsored by the Glen
Canyon Institute and the Utah
Rivers Council on Wednesday,
visited Glen Canyon every year
from 1954 until 1963 when the
gates on the dam were shut. She
is bitter about the loss.

"This is an excellent idea," she restore the Grand Canyon eco- E
said of Brower's proposal. "But s stem below the dam and r..
there is an even better idea. Just store t e ea 0 ortez a e end f
get rid of the problem, which is of the Colora 0 River in Mexico 1J
the dam itself." as a wildlife sanctuary. k
Brower plans to take his idea Ingebretsen figures it will take li

to the national Sierra Club Board a 10- to 15-year political fight to 0
for a vote. He is a member of the lower Lake Powell. r
national board. Utah Department of Natural c
In the meantime, the Glen Resources Executive Director p

Canyon Institute and Utah Riv- Ted Stewart questioned the wis- h
ers Council endorse the idea of dom of the idea, though he ac- e
lowering the level of the huge knowledged he has little informa- 1J
reservoir. tion on it. s
Richard Ingebretsen of theg"If Glen Canyon was not need-

Glen Canyon Institute said low- ed and Lake Mead could do the 1:
ering Lake Powell would help job, why was that dam built?" ncoo» fJ(}~c..T)(}Al


