
THE GOVERNMENT DOES THE DIRTY WORK

THE bui ing of Boulder dam will be perhaps the greatest
single ngineering feat ever attempted by man.
Althou plan or the structure appear to be perfect-

ly feasible, 0 one a say for· certain that in an undertak-
ing so much bigge th n anything of the kind ever built be-
fore, no une cte dif' culties will be encountered.

The pl i undoub dly daring. We're for building the
dam. The me 'can peo le are daring. They will be proud
to have such am ument 0 their technical skill in the United
States.

But the strange thing to us is the way so many take it
for granted that the government builds the dam.

Bids are asked for, a San Francisco syndicate wins with
a low bid of $$48,890,955, and plans are made to start work
in 30 days. That's all there is to it.

* * *
But when it comes to distributing power generated by,

such a dam, there's always a big hulabaloo.
"The government should keep put of business." "It would

be socialism for the government to sell the power." "There
would be graft if the government collected the power bills."

Thus the hue and cry continue when the work of sim-
ple supervision of easily operated machinery and the mainte-
nance of a collection bureau is being considered.

Power companies- balk at the suggestion that contracts
Cor collection work and maintenance of lines should be let
every year.

Though even under such a plan they would probably
band together and extract fat profits, they are satisfied with
nothing less than franchises guaranteeing them monopolies
for periods of many years.
. Yet when something really important is to be done, when
the greatest dam in the world is being built, and any letter
of contracts must share in the risks, then what do we hear of
the evils of letting the government do anything?

The power trust is more willing to take down big profits
than to do big things.


