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Reclamation chief says water problems solvable
By Mary Manning
LAS VEGAS SUN

After announcing hewill leave as U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation commissioner,
Daniel Beard said he believes Western
water supplies, especially to Las Vegas,
are critical for the future of the
Southwest.

"Your problems there are critical,"
Beard said Monday.

California, Nevada and Arizona
are negotiating to stretch the water

. supplied by the Colorado River to allow
growth of Southwest cities such as
Las Vegas, Phoenix and Los Angeles,
Beard said in a telephone interview
from Washington, D.C.

"Youcan't ignore a million people,"
he said of the Las Vegas area. "The
solutions are not that difficult. The

problem is in the institutionalized
thinking. We can't solve today's
problems with the old institutional
network."

Beard credited Interior Secretary
Bruce Babbitt with bringing the Lower
Colorado River Basin states to the
negotiating table. And he said the
responsibility for future water supplies
rests in each state's hands.

"I'm quite proud of the fact that
we've helped over the last two years to
put a secure water supply in place for
Southern Nevada," he said.

Beard, 52, said he had set himself
a goal "to -make the Bureau of
Reclamation the pre-eminent water
resource management agency in the
world." Arriving in 1993, he said he

discovered an agency plodding along
without direction and set out to change
it.

In his resignation letter to President
Clinton, Beard said, "In my view, we
have accomplished that goal."

Rather than building monolithic
dams throughout the West, Beard
focused on managing water, especially
emphasizing conservation where
supplies are scarce. He reduced the
bureau's budget from $911 million in
1993 to an estimated $804 million for
1996.

Sen.Harry Reid, D-Nev.,today called
Beard an "outstanding commissioner"
and a "good friend to the state of
Nevada."

Sen. Richard Bryan, D-Nev., said
Beard recognized Southern Nevada's

water problems from the beginning.
"We're going to miss him," he said.
"He's the kind of guy who gives public
service a good name."

Colorado River Commission Chair-
woman Janet Rogers said Beard had
"turned the agency around in very
difficult times."

"I figured it (Beard's departure) was
inevitable, but I'm sorry to see him
go," she said.

Patricia Mulroy, general manager of
the Southern Nevada Water Authority
and the Las VegasValleyWater District,
said, "Dan has done a lot for us and I
hate to see him go."

The one thing Beard wants to solve
before leaving Sept. 1 is deciding who
pays for the $106 million Hoover Dam
visitors center, a project estimated

to cost $32 million when Congress
approved it in 1984, Beard said.

"That is an issue that has to be
addressed," Beard said. Once again,
however; Beard said he will not be
the one to decide, but plans to testify
at congressional hearings before he
leaves.

Reid praised Beard's handling of the
Hoover Dam center fiasco. "He didn't
try to cover it up," Reid said. "In fact,
he appeared at a press conference with
me and said this was wrong and said
we should find out what happened."

Beard said he had not submitted a
list of possible candidates to replace
him.

Beard said he has no plans after
Sept. 1, other than to spend more time
with his family.


