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Their reasons vary, but gaming and
:tourism officials all agree it's going to
be a prosperous summer in Las Vegas.
Worldwide publicity on three new

'megaresorts and the city in general,
and the spread of gaming were the
.most common reasons cited for boom-
ing expectations for this summer.
, "When you have 86,000 rooms to fill,
,you have to be concerned with everymonth," said
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Rossi Ralen- GAMING
kotter, Las Ve- .
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vice president ofmarketing.
The first two weeks ofJune and mid-

'December are the slowest times of the
year, he said. But a 10-year authority
survey shows tourism in ,June, JuTy
,and August has increased b 80 er-
~I occupancy rates increasing
by 26 percent. In the last five years,
tourism increased by 23 peJ:£mt with
occupancy rates mcreasmg 4 percent.
June was the only month that de-
creased, although only by 0.2 percent.
Officials cite several other reasons

they believe tourism this summer will
be exceptional.
"There's not too many publications

you would have looked at in the last
two months that would not have had
Las Vegas in it," Ralenkotter said.
"B the focal point is gaming. We're
the-No.1' gaming destination in the
~ .

';Weekend and convention business
ha been strong. The highway traff!.c
count IS up anU-sois trafhc at McCillr-
ran (International Airport). That all
Poiflts to a very strong summer."
. Ope of the biggest indicators for
su er traffic is airline bookings.
SolllthwestAirlines spokeswoman Lin-
da urke said, "We're looking for traf-
fic W Las Vegas to just explode this
summer. Our advance bookin,ro;are
very' heavy for the summer mQD.tbs."
Southwest is McCarran's leading carri-
er with 24 percent of the market and •
95 daily flights from Las Vegas. '
Burke said she was confident that it

would be a good summer as early as
December, which was much busier
than; anticipated. She cited publicity
on the new megaresorts.
. :, "But I think the continued trend in
the first quarter shows that Las Vegas
was successful in marketing itself as a



f}!mily dist}natiQIl rather than 'for
adults on y, " she said. "That trans-
lates into a busy season for Southwest
because we're now booking more seats
or families of four than we ever have."

Go Go Tours Sales Manager Ed Fio-
ravante said people usually make res-
ervations no more than 30 days in ad-
vance of their Las Vegas trip, but that
trend has started to change.
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"As a company, we've experienced

almost 70 percent more advance book-
ings i~ general. Summer bookings
{(om the East Coast are up 50
percent," he saId. "RIght now we bQQk,-

1,500 people a day. We buy blocks of
rooms from hotels, and we're finding
we need more rooms."
People are also pz:olonttW their stay
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From 6C ing to want to come to Las Vegas "We have had heavy booking
to. four and five days instead of to see what I call 'the real for the summer months for all
the normal two or three, Fiora- thing,' "she said. three properties. There are rooms
vante said. "Caribbean, Mexico, The success of Nevada Com- available, but we do expect to be
Orlando (Fla.), Europe, Hawaii, mission' 'on Tourism's campaign, at full capacity this summer," she
South America and Las Vegas "The Other Side of Nevada," also said.
are our top markets. Last year will playa role in bringing tour- Ira Sternberg, Tronicana hotel
Las Vegas ranked fifth. Now it's ists thissummerc'Wagner said. spokesman, also' said ~
,N!iOI: - "That campaign continues to for summer started much earlier
"The trend started with· the be successful. The number of thIs year.

massive advertising campaign. I tourists influenced by tIie sta~'s "-t:JStlally what happens is we
really believe in the force of ad- CampaIgn IS up 18 percent from do a lot of summer business be-
vertising now." . fast year.'" cause of our tropically themed re-
Rob Dondero, account supervi- Dan Bradley, director of mar- sort," Sternberg said .. But the

sor atR&R Advertising, which keting at Wet 'N Wild, said the megaresorts and the pedestrian
h and I est he con v e n t ion theme park had" a flat 'summer overpasses at the Strip and Trop-
authority's marketing, said each last year, but he believes the icana Avenue "will actually bring
year Los Angeles,San Diego and rash of publicity will make .all the us tremendous walk-in business,"
Phoenix - Las Vegas' primary difference in the world. he said.
summer markets - received the' '"We sent out press kits world: "Within the 250 acres of (that
'majority of its advertising. wide to take advantage of the in- intersection) you have over

"This year, we've decided to ex- 'terest," he said. ,14,QOO rooms, nine showrooms
pand to' Deriver, Dallas; Fort March occupancy at the MGM and over 439,000 square feet of
worth, Chicago and San Fran- Gnma-Rotel & Theme Park was casino space."
cisco to increase business this at 9&9 percent and so far April
summer," he said. The message: hasbeen at 99.9' .percent, hotel
"Amazing Place, Amazing Price." spokesman Tom Bruny said.
Advertising will be' placed in "Our advance bookings are ab-

newspapers, television and radio solutely tremendous. At this
in those areas as well as regional . point, we think we'll come close,
.editions of TV' Guide, Sports Il- , selling out ever da • this sum- .
lustrated, Parade magazine and . ~ 0 our a vice would be to
USA Today. Multiculturaladver- book as far in advance as possi-
. tising also begms m May· target- ble," he said.
ing Hispanics and blacks. .' Jennifer Michaels, Mirage Re-
. "Summer will be strong be- sorts Inc. assistant director of
causTQl;r usual summer VISItor public relations, says bQQkjngs
WI e ere to ex enence t e for' Treasur The Mira e
new a rac IOns a ong WIt ne an t are well 3661 s~Maryland Pkwy #46 .
visI ors - ope u y rom some of a ead of this time last ye~r.- L..- ---I
the areas we're advertising in,"
Dondero said.
"Los Angeles is still (economi-

cally) strapped. That's one reason
we've expanded to new' areas; I
think we're going to see just
hoards of people this summer."
Southern California accounts

for a third of Las Vegas' tourists
annually. .Private gaming con-
sultant Saul Leonard said he
doesn't foresee any immediate
changes in the .state's economy,
.but he believes the worse has al-
ready occurred. He also thinks
more visitors will come to Las
Vegas than last summer because
, of the new attractions.

Gaming in other states Will
bring in more people' who have
never been to Las. Vegas, but it
will decrease the number of visits
from those who come several
times a year, Leonard said.
Lt. Gov. Sue -Wagner agrees,

saying that with all the exposure
to gaming on riverboats and Indi-
an reservations, "people are go-
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SAFE "'755%
NO ' INSURED
CHARGES • NO FEES

Seibt Financial Services

YOU WANT TO START A NEW BUSINESS
Learn about permits, proprietorships, corporations, cash-flow and
manymore requirements,experiencedmenand women otjhe Service
Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE®) will conduct workshops on
Tuesday, May 3rd and Thursday, May 19th, at the Showboat.Hotel
from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon. Advance Reservations~5.00 per per-
son, $30.00at door. Call SCORE®today at: .

388·6104
PROPERTY WANTED~'

Our buyer has $5,000,000 CASH
We are looking for Apartments, Apartment-zoned Land, Indus-
trial, Mini-storage, Shopping Centers, Office, or just plain good
buys. No junk please. Property price of $500,000 and up will be
seriously considered. Fax packages to Ken Templeton Realty at
367-0300, or mail to:

Ken Templeton Realty
6370 W. Flamingo Rd., #30

Las Vegas, NV 89103
(702) 873-6700



Las Vegas' busiest corner at Tropicana Avenue and Las V~gas Boulevard now
has pedestrian overpasses just in time for the rash of visitors expected this

John GurzinskllReview-Joumal
summer. Tourism officials say the large increase in advance airline and hotel
bookings is the greatest indication it will be a great summer.


