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at higher elevations, with up to 2 inches of rain
elsewhere, the weather service said.
Residents of the Malibu area began shoring
up their homes with sandbags today as 10-foot
waves crashed into the beach. :

Ahead of the storm, bitter cold covered Nevada
on Tuesday, ranging from lows of 16 degrees
below zero in Elko to 29 above in Las Vegas. Ely
_ fell to 15 below, Lovelock to 7 below, Reno to 3
above, Tonopah to 5 above and Fallon to 8 above.

The day’s highs weren’t much better under
generally cloudy skies, with Elko at 10, Lovelock
at 23, Reno at 27, Ely at 28, Fallon at 29, Tonopah
at 30 and Las Vegas at 46. ;

Southern Nevada and the rest of the West are .

lucky that the El Nino phenomenon died, said
Frank Taylor, manager of the National Weather
Service office in Las Vegas.

El Nino, a warm Pacific Ocean current that
moves along the South American coast and has
affected weather patterns all over the world, was

in place during the drenching snows and rains of |

1982 and 1983.
El Nino also played a role in the storms —

including a tornado — that raked the Las Vegas
Valley last year. : ‘
“The only thing we don’t have is the El Nino,

which would give us more thunderstorms and
heavier rains,” Taylor said.

State climatologist John James said the Pacific
Ocean’s influence is cooling, creating the opposite
of El Nino.

“Last year’s was a much more impressive
storm,” he said.’

Weather experts are loathe to suggest that a
couple of wet storms are a sign of the drought’s
end, but Nevada officials are hopeful that this
unusually moist winter could spell relief.

History isn’t encouraging. Over the last 120
years, there never have been more than two wet
years in a row in Nevada, James said.

Since 1992 ranked second only to 1941 for
precipitation, 1993 could indicate where the”
weather goes from here.

A discouraging example is 1941. After t
wettest year on record came a parched period.
From 1942 through 1949, Nevada experienced
one of the driest periods on record, James said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS contributed to this story.



