
LAS VEGAS REVIEW - JOUR-
NAL July 5, 1935 - "River Joe"
.Whitney, one of the colorful fig-
ures of the early days .of the
Boulder dam construction, is in
the hospital today in a serious con-
dition from several knife wounds,
and G. L. Murah. another former
Boulder dam worker and one-time
bosom pal of the injured man, is
being held in jail following a knif-
ing affray on South First Street
yesterday afternoon.
"River Joe" is suffering from

numerous knife wounds on his
neck and his back which required
more than 100 stitches to close.
While his condition is serious, he
is expected to recover.
The argument between the two

men, according to police reports,
started in a South First street
tavern and continued for nearly
half a block before it finally halt-
ed. It started as a fist fight and
ended with knife play.
The debate started over a wom-

an with whom the two men were LAKE MEAD - With the construction of Boulder Dam came the formation of Lake Mead, Damed
drinking. in honor of Elwood Mead, commissioner of reela mation at the time of dam construction. The lake
Both men were employes of Six opened up a new scenic wonderland, popular with tourists who can enter the lower reaches of

Companies at the start of the con- Grand Canyon by boat and with fishermen, who eatch large-mouthed bass, trout, and other game
struction work on Boulder dam. fish from the cold waters.
Whitney was one of the first em- I-:------=-==-:-----ipiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
ployes in the river camp down. in I.y 1932 Ii •
the canyon. ear-
"River Joe" recovered as he (Continued from Page 3)

was back in the news when a cincts would be established there
story appeared in th~ Review- at the next election. -
Journal of December 26, 1935, as It was claimed that Boulder City
follows: led the world in refrigeration pro-
"River Joe' Whitney - Las Ve- visions for living quarters, includ-

gas' 'most arrested ~an' came ing all dormitories and 93 per cent
home for Christmas.'!' of the homes having such facil-
"River Joe who has been in ities.

and out of the city jail so often Construction of cofferdams was
that police officers have lost track started at the damsite on August
of his visits, not only spent Christ- 24, 1932, and it was estimated that
mas 'at home' but will be there eight months would be requiredto
for New Year's, Washington's and complete this phase of diverting
Lincoln's birthday, Valentine's the Colorado river around the
Day, and other less important damsite.
dates. On November 14, -1932,the Colo-
"For 'River Joe' got 90 days rado river was diverted from its

from 'Uncle Tom' Carroll, as he river bed into the tunnels around
-'\CallS him, because 'River Joe' the damsite, marking a big step
~- was drunk and disorderly. • in the progress of the dam con-
g "'River Joe' is a famous char- struction. It was predicted that by
t- acter around the workings at Boul- Christmas the coffer dams would
:t der dam. He was one .ot, the first be completed and excavations for

men into the canyon when work the dam foundations would be un-
lf was started and picked up his der way.
n nickname from that. He has been President Herbert Hoover and
d known to all his friends and to the party, arrived to visit the project
t police as 'River Joe' since 1929. on that occasion. He had just been
!c I. ". 'I thought I was gonna beat defeated for reelection by Franklin

this rap,' Joe said this morning, D. Roosevelt.
,d as he pushed a broom around the -------
!e office at the police station. WAR WARNING
d •• 'Uncle Tom told me what a LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOUR-
rd great guy I was. How I'd been NAL. March 27, 1935 - From
y one of the first men on the job. Washington, D. C., Senator Key
d IHow I'd risked my life in building Pittman of Nevada has warned
b Boulder dam and everything. He that "The United States cannot
made me feel real important. presume that peaceful conditions

i- "'Then Uncle Tom said he was always will exist in the world."
n gonna reform me and busted me As chairman of the senate for-
g in the nose with a 90 day sent- eign relations committee, Sena-
12 ence. Just, for getting drunk. tor Pittman said, "There are jin·
n •• 'Reform me. Hell, this'll just goes in every country, who ac-
d get me behind in my drinking so tuated either by political ambi-
~t I'll have to catch up quick,' tion or expediency, longing for
't "And with that 'River Joe,' with power, or by unjustifiable fear,
one mighty sweep of his broom, are constantly crying 'war,' Those

l- boosted all the floor refuse out the who have duties to perform can-
l- door and continued his work on not afford to be affected by such
the outside," jingoism,"
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