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Boulder Dam History
Year-1931

By FLORENCE LEE JONES

This was the picture of Boulder Boulder City. Leases were to be
Dam project development as re- made for the period to 1941.
ported in the Review - Journal of The last obstacle to the build-
February 18, 1931: ing of Boulder Dam was removed
Working crews were being en- on May 18, 1931, when the United

larged daily, as several phases of states Supreme Court declared
the building was under way. the Swing-Johnson bill authorizing
R. G. Le'I'ourneau, Inc., sub- const!uc~ion of the project, to be

contractors for the highway from c.onstltut1Onal, and granted the m~-
Boulder City to the damsite, had tion of the gover~ent and the ~IX
75 men working, and the first dirt C~lorado Rn~er ?asm state~ to dis-
already had been moved. miss the SUIt,flle~ by Arfzona in
Work was going forward on the protest to the project,

foundation for the big water tank Pla~s were announced. on May
to which water would be pumped 23, 19v1, for the construction ~f the
from the Colorado 'river to pro- ~ureau. o~ reclar;nat1On admtnistra-
vide for the community needs. tion blllldmg, which would ?~a per-

.'. manent structure. In addition an-
Lewis Construction company, other building was planned as the

w~IC~ held the contract fo: the postoffice, court room, jail and
building j of the. branch rallro.ad offices of the United States mar-
from Boulder cIty to t)'le damsite shal, city manager, clerk, and en-
had .two .c~mps established and glneer. A dormitory also was
was rec~lvmg carload. allotments planned for single men who were
of supplies and materials for the government employes and for of-
proJect.. ficial guests. DAM SITE - This was how Black Canyon and the Colorado River looked before construction start-
County road equipment was busy . . ed, WiII Rogers, the great comedian, loved the project and once 'described it by saying that "God

grading the highway route between On May 2~: 1931, :~ was an- has done most of the work already."Las Vegas and Boulder City. nounced that The entire area en-I -r-r- _

The government was proceed- comp~ssed ~y. ~oul~er Dam c~n-Il_--------------------------_r
ing with plans for the erection of struction activities wIll.be set as~de eluding water, sewer, streets, elec-
a model city, and there was talk ~s a federal reserv!ltI~n,. P!acmg lit tric distribution sytem, landscap-
of establishing a "non-denomina- It entirely under Jur~sdl~tIon of Bou 'erDam "C..ItJe l"+.ory Ing, administration building, muni- jl
tional" church to serve all Pro- g~ve:nmental authorities. The l/II .l.~j;J 1--1 cipal building, government dorrni- "
testants in Boulder City. dl~tnct was to extend ab?ut 12 tory, residences, and government i~
Harold Anderson, who was to miles along t~e N~vada side ~f garage.' B

become one of the best-known of t~e C~lorado, including all actIv~- V.n 191'2 "l The Six Companies then had is
the Boulder Dam construction of- ties directly r~lated t~ the proj- .L eWlr- J~ 2633 employes on the payroll, with Sl
ficials, opened his first dining room ect. Boulder cIty ~as in ~he cen- 1300 employed on the tunnels. The P
near the dam site, with provisions tel' of the reservation, which was By FLORENCE LEE JONES intake tower work was just started, e
for serving 114 men at a time on to ext.end as far west and south the gravel plant and lower mixing el
February 25, 1931. as Railroad Pass. plant were in operation, and many
Pat Cline, Inc., had been award- . Power service for the construe- Work at Boulder Dam was prog- Boulder City to move. phases of the project were making ti

ed the contract for construction of tion of Boulder Dam began on ressing rapidly in many directions A flood on the Virgin river and rapid Pl:ogres,s. The gover.nment p
the first 10 miles of highway from .Iune, 17, 1931, when A. B.. Wes,t, as the year 1932 began. There was the upper Colorado forced closing v.:as getting' ready to. advertise for h
Las Vegas to Boulder cIty on Feb- presld~nt of the ~evada-Califorma competition between crews for the of tunnel work at the project for a bl~s ~or t~e construct1O~ of a school li
ruary 27. 1931. El~ctl'lc corporation, t~rned the greatest output of work, and it few days in mid-February, 1932. building m Boulder CIty. 'I
On March 4, 1931, 1t was an- switch on behalf of. hIS concern was reported that "Driving a •to- . .'. A research team had been as- c

nounced in Denver that Six Com- and the Southern SIerras Power tal of 256 feet of tunnel and exca- EmPl0J'menth br SI~tCfmf~n~ signed to come during the summer 2
panies, Inc., had made the low companv.. . vating over 16,000 cubic yards of m,ci{ ~:7 ~fr~~ edu~n the 0mdnth to make a study of heat prostra-. t(
bid of $48,890,999 for construction There were 200 applicants for rock during the 24-hour period end- 'fltJanuary officials r~ported tion. Businesses had been estab- g
of the dam, and had been five businesses at Boulder City, accord- ing midnight, January 20, Six Com- 0 , . '. • Iished on land leased from the
million dollars lower than any oth- ing jo Louis C. Cramton, who was panies Inc., tunnel crews b eat SIX Companies had sought the government, the Masons were seek- sl
er bidder. The companies com- in charge of affairs of the new their best previous record by nine return of $10,663 as a gas tax re- ing a charter, and the American Iti
prising the new firm were: Me- government city. . feet." fund from the state, claiming that Legion was the biggest organiza- ir
Donald and Kahn, Los Angeles; By July 4 1931 there were 1300 The crew in charge of T C Har- the gasoli~e had not been used on tion in Boulder City. \Y
Utah Construction company. Ogden, men worki;g llt: Rnnln.,l' nan> . ~,. __• ~~._ .:.' . t.h" l<t.llJp hH"hwllV" '1'h., l'.,fllnd ma"
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On March 4, 1931, 1t was an- switch on behalf of. hIS concern was reported that "Driving a •to- . .'. A research team had been as- c

nounced in Denver that Six Com- and the Southern SIerras Power tal of 256 feet of tunnel and exca- EmPl0J'menth br SI~tCfmf~n~ signed to come during the summer 2
panies, Inc., had made the low companv.. . vating over 16,000 cubic yards of m,ci{ ~:7 ~fr~~ edu~n the 0mdnth to make a study of heat prostra-. t(
bid of $48,890,999 for construction There were 200 applicants for rock during the 24-hour period end- 'fltJanuary officials r~ported tion. Businesses had been estab- g
of the dam, and had been five businesses at Boulder City, accord- ing midnight, January 20, Six Com- 0 , . '. • Iished on land leased from the
million dollars lower than any oth- ing jo Louis C. Cramton, who was panies Inc., tunnel crews b eat SIX Companies had sought the government, the Masons were seek- sl
er bidder. The companies com- in charge of affairs of the new their best previous record by nine return of $10,663 as a gas tax re- ing a charter, and the American Iti
prising the new firm were: Me- government city. . feet." fund from the state, claiming that Legion was the biggest organiza- ir
Donald and Kahn, Los Angeles; By July 4 1931 there were 1300 The crew in charge of T C Har- the gasoli~e had not been used on tion in Boulder City. \Y
Utah Construction company. Ogden, men worki;g llt: Rnnln.,l' nan> . ~,. __• ~~._ .:.' . t.h" l<t.llJp hH"hwllV" '1'h., l'.,fllnd ma"



Las Vegas to Boulder City on Feb· presicent 01 the .t:"evaaa·t:amorma competition between crews for the \Jftu-;~l'w~;k--;rt-the -p;;;ject'ior' a ~s ~ r . c
ruarv 27. 1931. El~tccthriccorbPohralftlOnf'thl!rned the greatest output of work, and it few days in mid-Pebruary, 1932. bUlldmg in
On March 4, 1931, it was an·SWI on e a o. IS concern was reported that "Driving alto·· .'. A researc

nounced in Denver that Six Com- and the Southern SIerras Power tal of 256 feet of tunnel and exca- Employment by SIX Companies signed to co
panies, Inc., had made the low cornpany.. vating over 16,000 cubic yards of In.c.• had r~ached ~ total of 3,006 to make a
bid of $48,890,999 for construction There were 200 applicants for rock during the 24.hour period end. with 647 hIred. ~urmg the month tion. Busine
of the dam, and had been five businesses at Boulder City. accord- ing midnight, January 20. Six Com. of ~anuary. of~Icials reported. lished on 1
million dollars lower than any oth- ing jo Louis C. Cramton, who was panies Inc., tunnel crews be a t SIX companies had sought the government,
er bidder. The companies corn- in charge of affairs of the new their best previous record by nine return of $10,663 as a gas tax reo ing a chart
prising the new ftrm were: Me- government city. . feet." fund from the state, claiming that Legion was
Donald and Kahn, Los Angeles; By July 4, 1931, there were 1300 The crew in charge of T. C. Hal" the gasoli~e had not been used on tion in Bou
Utah Construction company. Ogden. men working at Boulder Dam. groves was credited with the great. the .state highways, The ~~fund was The posto;
Utah; Morrison- Knudson. Boise, Power delivery had made it pos- est amount of progress, having denied, pending a decision from fastest grO\
Idaho; J. F. Shea' and Pacific sible to install "huge electric muck- completed 612 feet in 20 days. th~Tchourdts:. f h t I 56 Three chun
Bridge company, Portland, Ore- "h' h b . d i . e riving 0 use unne s .

er~,. w IC were eing ~se . n "Superintendents and foremen fe'et in diameter without the plac- h.shed, the I
gon; Kaiser Paving company, San driving the tunnels for- diversion who are breaking records dailv l, f . 1 t' k f t· b f lic and the
Francisco; and Bechtel .Construc· of the Colorado river. in drilling and muck moving are' mg 0 ta Sfmthge s .Ili~ ~ im erf th

or were beingtion company, San Francisco. '. . . . . suppor 0 e cel ng IS one 0 e
The Bechtel firm, which would ~outhern. Nevada was In t~e Woody. WIlh~ms, Floyd Hunting- most striking features of t his chu!'ch to

drive the four tunnels to divert midst of ItS worst heat wave m ton, Leigh Cairns, T. C. Hargroves, dam construction work." That was business to
the flow of the river for a dis- history, as. was most of the rest Paul Guinn, Tom Regan, and Jack the comment of Arthur P. Davis A traditio
tance of 4,000 feet around the dam of the nation, a~d Boulder dam Lamey." former director of the reclama: City on Ea1
site, was to be the fi'rst concern wor~ers were taking to the Colora- Tunnel number three on the Ari· tion service for the government, 1932, when
on the job, and it was expected do .flver to cool off. Many under- zona side of the river was the first then with the Metropolitan Water held on a
that 1,000 men would be employed estimated the force of the nv~r, one to be completed to the schedul- District, on his first visit to the Boulder Ci
in a short time. and one man was swept a. mile ed 56 feet of maximum width. project on February 25, 1932. after Parson ':To
By March 24, 1931, the first downstream before he wa~ rescued Crews completed the bore by Jan· construction had started. Community

eight houses in Boulder City had by a rope thrown to him f·rom uary 31, 1932, and the pouring of On March 7, 1932, in Washing. was given I
been completed and an additional shore. Then on July. 3, 1931, J. concrete was to be started imme- ton United States Senator .Tasker cross was E
eight wlfre under construction. Rolland, 23, and Martin A. Pol~s· diately, as the great concrete mix- L. Oddie of Nevada took issue with' Motion p'
There were 546 employes then .ac- ky, 27, were drowned, as one-tried ing plant was almost ready for Dr. Elwood Mead, commissioner were taken
tively engaged in some phase of to rescue the other. operation. of reclamation, when the latter de. ground levi
the project, including roads and .IWW organizers were reported On February 5 1932, the Re- scribed Boulder City as merely a to be show
railroads. in the Boulder dam area in early vtew >' Journal p~inted this state- temporary construction camp. Sen. By April,
J. L. Finney of Las Vegas, who July, 1931, and half a dozen lead- ment by Walker R. Young, con- Oddie predicted that Boulder City ies were 11

had served in the assembly from ers were being held in the Las struction engineer for the bureau would become the center of very coffer dams
Clark county, was named first Vegas jail on conviction of "vag- of reclamation: "The government intensive industrial activities. water could
postmaster for the new postoffice rancy" charges. Wft~er R. Young, wants all the people connected The first birthday of Boulder tunnels arc
in Boulder City, which was es· bureau of reclamation engmeer, with the construction of Hoover City was observed on March 11,liiiir,;iiii
tablished on April 15, 1931, with I stated that the situation was well (Boulder) Dam to live in comfort- 1932, and the Review . Journal
Dr. Elwood Mead, commissioner m hand and that I}ewspapers had able, sanitary fashion c'ommensur- had a special section showing prog·
of reclamation presiding at the exaggerated the situation. ate with a federal project of the ress on the project to date. It
"christening ceremony." The first On August 6, 1931, it was an- nature of this one," adding that it was reported that the government
letter from the postoffice went to nounced that Claude Williams, would be necessary for those liv- had spent more than one million
Fred Wilson Las Vegas postal ern- "deputy United States marshal in ing in temporary quarters outside dollars on the city to date, in-
ploye. The postoffice served as the charge of law enforcement in the
only "bank" in the town and was Boulder dam area for the past wa; expected to be in operation in del' damsite, making perfect align.
a popular savings facility for work- several months, had been ,appoint· 90 days. ment in their work. This was the
ers. ed chief of police of Boulder City Trains began traveling to the first of the diversion tunnels ream.
"The largest contract eve r and is preparing to take over the river camp in the bottom of Black ed through and then was to be en.

awarded"- for the construction of organization of the Six com- canyon late in October, 1931, fol· larged,
Boulder dam-was signed in Las panies police department' of six lowing completion of the track The Boulder City hospital was
Vegas on April 11,1931, by R. F. men, all of whom already have project. opened on November 12, 1931. Pa-
Walter chief engineer of the reo been employed." The first of 12 cableways to be tients who had. been treated in
c1amation service, in the office of A strike was called at the Boul- strung across the canyon was com- Las Vega'S then were moved to the
Walker R: Young, construction en- del' dam project on Au?,ust 8, 19~1, plete at that time and was under- new facility. .
glneer, in the Beckley building. when 14~0 men were Idled, while going tests. . . The first difficulty over the use
Then two days .later Dr. Elwood a committee of 11 workmen, head- "A helmet for every man work- of gasoline trucks in the diversion
Mead affixed his signature, fol- ed by L. L. '.'Red" WilliaI?~' de- ing : in Black canyon! 'l'hat's the tunnels at the dam was aired on
lowing the signing by representa- manded a five-dollar mimmum newest ruling of Six Companies November 13, 1931, when Federal
tives of the Six COl1lpani~s, Inc. w~g.e on all work, except $5.50 for protection of its employes' lives Judge F. H. Norcross issued an
The chamber of commerce had mimmum for tunnel employes; and down on the front where rocks oc- injunction restraining the state of

special Boulder dam "coins" $6.00minimum for miners and car- casionally are biasted loose be- Nevada, through A.J. Stinson, 'mm-
cast, which were being sold as penters. cause of the work." This edict ing inspector, and Gray Mashburn,
souvenirs. . '. .On August 12, with the strike was issued October 28, 1931, and attorney general, from interfering
Government officials announced still not ~ett1ed, .Walker. R. Young, was carried throughout the project with the operation by the Six

on April 18, 1931, that more than construction engineer, declared the construction. Companies, Inc., of the trucks. Six
300 Moapa ranchers would be fore- reservation closed. Then on August In late October, the Six com- Companies attorneys held that the
ed to find new homes when the 13, ,word was given by Young to panies was grading a football field "laws of the state of Nevada do
reservoir to be created by Boulder resume work an.d.Frank T. Crowe for recreation in Boulder C it y: not apply within the Boulder Dam
dam was filled. The government called for .the h1l'l~g of a crew to Frank Moran. who was In charge reservation."
was making plans to purchase the proceed WIth the Job... of recreation,' was organizing a Mrs. Ida Browder opened a
property ?f the ranche~s. A ~otal of 77appllc!l-tIOns for team of former college players. lunch room on Nevada boulevard
By AprIl 22, 1931, this was -the permits to operate vanou.s types, There was big news on Novem- near Ash street on December 28,

progress report on the Boulder of business In Boulder CIty wa,s bel', 1931, when it was announced I1931, 'featuring "home cooking."
project: Concrete for the founda- approved by August ~2, 1931, It that two crews, working from op- The American Legion post in
tion for the Big Six. shops had was anno!-lUced by LOUISC. Cram- posite ends, had broken through Boulder City was planning to erect
been poured; construction had be- ton, special att~rney to Secretary tunnel number three at the Boul- a clubhouse at that time.
gun on 'a 1,000·men'dining room, Ray Lyman Wilbur of the depart'liiiiiiii!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iii
Six Companies office and office ment of the interior, who was in II
dormitory and two .l60·men bar- charge of the new government
racks; steel towers and power line city.
were erected past Boulder City and Following the strike, a policy
down the wash; pumps were ready of protection for the construction
for installation for the city wa- project and Boulder City was an-
tel' system; the post office and nounced on August 24, 1931, when
company commissary were open; Deputy U.S. Marshal Bud Bodell
a house was prepared for Superin- was named to be chief of police
tendent Frank T. Crowe to move in Boulder City, with Deputy U.S.
in' and several women and chilo Marshal Claude Williams in charge
dren had moved to Boulder City of the entire remainder of the
to join the workmen. reservation..
The following day,· the Big Six The announcement continued,

camp at the river was demolished "The guard at- the gate to the
in a high wind, and several tents reservation will be maintained 24
in Boulder City were blown over. hours a day, and no unemployed
Regular train service from Las will be allowed on the reserva-

'Vegas to Boulder City was inaugur- tion, and only those given passes
ated on April 26; 1931. will be allowed to enter." spe-
Six Companies, Inc., moved from cial provisicn was to be made

rented space in the Clark building for tourists.
in Las Vegas to 'its new offices . This was followed on septem-
in Boulder City on May 11, 1931. bel' 11, 1931, by announcement
First work on the Boulder dam that the employment office for the

project itself (outside of such work project would be established in Las
as roads and railroads and build- Vegas at Third and Carson streets,
ing of the town) began on May 9, with Leonard R. Blood in charge.
when drilling on the Arizona spill- Sims Ely, newly appointed city
way for the power plant was be- manager for Boulder City, arrived
gun. to begin his duties on October 3,
Williamsville had sprung up on 1931. .'

the edge of the actual townsite By that date the daily payroll
and was a cluster of tents and on the project was estimated at
temporary dwellings. It was named $12,000, with 2,750 employed. They
for U.S. Marshal Claude Williams, represented every state, except
who had arrested a Virginian who two, Vermont and Delaware.
claimed he had been making "good Parson T. E. "Tom" Stevenson
whiskey" for 50 years and could held the first church services in
see no reason to stop now. Wil· Boulder City on October 11, 1931,
Iiams - gave him a reason, PRO· at the Anderson mess hall. There
HIBITION, and he stopped. were 32 denominations represent-
W. A. Bechtel; president of the ed in his congregation.

Six Companies, Inc., announced in Work was progressing on the
Salt Lake City that "his syndicate Kingman to Boulder dam high-
will profit by' the recent action of way, and James Cashman of Las
raising the wage scale for com- Vegas was h~ving. a fer!}: bu~lt to
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on April 18, 1931, that more than
300 Moapa 'ranchers would be forc-
ed to find new homes when the
reservoir to be created by Boulder
dam was filled. The government
was making plans to purchase the
property of the ranchers.
By April 22, 1931, this was ihe

progress report on the Boulder
project: Concrete for the founda-
tion for the Big Six shops pad
been poured; construction had be-
gun on "a I,OOO-mendining room,
Six Companies office and office
dormitory and two 160-men bar-
racks; steel towers and power line
were erected past Boulder City and
down the wash; pumps were ready
for installation for the city wa-
ter system; the post office and
company commissary were open;
a house was prepared for Superin-
tendent Frank T. Crowe to move
in; and several women and chil-
dren had moved to Boulder City
to join the workmen.
The following day,. the Big Six

camp at the river was demolished
in .a high wind, and several tents
in Boulder City were blown over.
Regular train service from Las

'Vegas to Boulder City was inaugur-
ated on April 26; 1931.
Six Companies, Inc., moved from

rented space in the Clark building
in Las Vegas to 'its new offices
in Boulder City on May 11, 1931.
First work on the Boulder dam

project itself (outside of such work
as roads and railroads and build-
ing of the town) began on May 9,
when drilling on the Arizona spill-
way for the power plant was be-
gun.
Williamsville had sprung up on

the edge of the actual townsite
and was a cluster of tents and
temporary dwellings. It was named
for U.S. Marshal Claude Williams,
who had arrested a Virginian who
claimed he had been making "good
whiskey" for 50 years and could
see no reason to stop now. Wil-
liams gave him a reason, PRO-
HIBITION, and he stopped.
W. A. Bechtel, president of the

Six Companies, Inc., announced in
Salt Lake City that "his syndicate
will profit by the recent action of
raising the wage scale for com-
mon laborers from $3.50 to $4.00
per day" by decreasing the. labor
turnover. '
More than 3,000'blanks had been

sent out by the bureau of recla-
mation in response to requests for
.business house applications in

"'" •••••.•. "' •..• "4 \/U"V"I5UVl.4", &lUl;;; }llVJC\iu w.n-n I"ut: UVt::raL1UU DY rne ~lXI
construction engineer, declared the ~·o;st~uction. Companies, Inc., of the trucks. Six
reservation closed. Then on August In late October, the Six Com- Companies attorneys held that the
13, ,word was given by Young to panies was grading a football field "laws of the state of Nevada do
resume work and Frank T. Crowe for recreation in Boulder C i t s. not apply within the Boulder Dam
called for the hiring of a crew to Frank Moran, who was in charge reservation."
proceed with the job. of recreation was organizing a Mrs. Ida Browder opened a
A total of 77 applications for team of for~er college players. lunch room on Nevada boulevard

permits to operate vanou.s types, There was big news on Novem- near Ash street on December 28,
of busmess m Boulder CIty was ber, 1931, when it was announced 1931, featuring "home cooking."
approved by August ~2, 1931, it that two crews, working from op- The American Legion post in
was announced by LOUlSC. Cram- posite ends had broken through Boulder City was planning to erect
ton, special attorney to Secretary tunnel number three at the Boul- a clubhouse at that time.
Ray Lyman Wilbur of the depart-lliii__ Ilii._iiiil ••iliii.iiiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iiment of the interior, who was in II
charge of the new government
city.
Following the strike, a policy

of protection for the construction
project and Boulder City was an-
nounced on August 24, 1931, when
Deputy U.S. Marshal Bud Bodell
was named to be chief of police
in Boulder City, with Deputy U.S.
Marshal Claude Williams in charge
of the entire remainder of the
reservation.
The announcement continued,

"The guard at the gate to the
reservation will be maintained 24
hours a day, and no unemployed
will be allowed on the reserva-
tion, and only those given passes
will be allowed to enter." Spe-
cial provision was to be made
for tourists.
. This was followed on Septem-
ber 11, 1931, by announcement
that the employment office for the
project would be established in Las
Vegas at Third and Carson streets,
with Leonard R, Blood in charge.
Sims Ely, newly appointed city

manager for Boulder City, arrived
to begin his duties on October 3,
1931. .
By that date the daily payroll

on the project was estimated at
$12,000, with 2,750 employed. They
represented every state, except
two, Vermont and Delaware.
Parson T. E. "Tom" Stevenson

held the first church services in
Boulder City on October 11, 1931,
at the Anderson mess hall. There
were 32 denominations represent-
ed in his congregation.
Work was 'progressing on the

Kingman to Boulder dam high-
way, and James Cashman of Las
Vegas was having a ferry built to
use across the river. The ferry
carried its first pay load on No-
vember 13, 1936.
The big $300,000concrete mixing

plant which was to produce the
concrete for Boulder Dam was
started on, October 22, 1931. and 1_••••••••• _ •••• _ •••••••• _ •
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Boulder Dam and Travel Section 3

Boulder Dam History
Year-1931

By FLORENCE LEE JONES

This was the picture of Boulder Boulder City. Leases were to be
Dam project development as re- made for the period to 1941.
ported in the Review - Journal of The last obstacle to the build-
February 18, 1931: ing of Boulder Dam was removed
Working crews were being en- on May 18, 1931, when the United

larged daily, as several phases of states Supreme Court declared
the building was under way. the Swing-Johnson bill authorizing
R. G. Le'I'ourneau, Inc., sub- const!uc~ion of the project, to be

contractors for the highway from c.onstltut1Onal, and granted the m~-
Boulder City to the damsite, had tion of the gover~ent and the ~IX
75 men working, and the first dirt C~lorado Rn~er ?asm state~ to dis-
already had been moved. miss the SUIt,flle~ by Arfzona in
Work was going forward on the protest to the project,

foundation for the big water tank Pla~s were announced. on May
to which water would be pumped 23, 19v1, for the construction ~f the
from the Colorado 'river to pro- ~ureau. o~ reclar;nat1On admtnistra-
vide for the community needs. tion blllldmg, which would ?~a per-

.'. manent structure. In addition an-
Lewis Construction company, other building was planned as the

w~IC~ held the contract fo: the postoffice, court room, jail and
building j of the. branch rallro.ad offices of the United States mar-
from Boulder cIty to t)'le damsite shal, city manager, clerk, and en-
had .two .c~mps established and glneer. A dormitory also was
was rec~lvmg carload. allotments planned for single men who were
of supplies and materials for the government employes and for of-
proJect.. ficial guests. DAM SITE - This was how Black Canyon and the Colorado River looked before construction start-
County road equipment was busy . . ed, WiII Rogers, the great comedian, loved the project and once 'described it by saying that "God

grading the highway route between On May 2~: 1931, :~ was an- has done most of the work already."Las Vegas and Boulder City. nounced that The entire area en-I -r-r- _

The government was proceed- comp~ssed ~y. ~oul~er Dam c~n-Il_--------------------------_r
ing with plans for the erection of struction activities wIll.be set as~de eluding water, sewer, streets, elec-
a model city, and there was talk ~s a federal reserv!ltI~n,. P!acmg lit tric distribution sytem, landscap-
of establishing a "non-denomina- It entirely under Jur~sdl~tIon of Bou 'erDam "C..ItJe l"+.ory Ing, administration building, muni- jl
tional" church to serve all Pro- g~ve:nmental authorities. The l/II .l.~j;J 1--1 cipal building, government dorrni- "
testants in Boulder City. dl~tnct was to extend ab?ut 12 tory, residences, and government i~
Harold Anderson, who was to miles along t~e N~vada side ~f garage.' B

become one of the best-known of t~e C~lorado, including all actIv~- V.n 191'2 "l The Six Companies then had is
the Boulder Dam construction of- ties directly r~lated t~ the proj- .L eWlr- J~ 2633 employes on the payroll, with Sl
ficials, opened his first dining room ect. Boulder cIty ~as in ~he cen- 1300 employed on the tunnels. The P
near the dam site, with provisions tel' of the reservation, which was By FLORENCE LEE JONES intake tower work was just started, e
for serving 114 men at a time on to ext.end as far west and south the gravel plant and lower mixing el
February 25, 1931. as Railroad Pass. plant were in operation, and many
Pat Cline, Inc., had been award- . Power service for the construe- Work at Boulder Dam was prog- Boulder City to move. phases of the project were making ti

ed the contract for construction of tion of Boulder Dam began on ressing rapidly in many directions A flood on the Virgin river and rapid Pl:ogres,s. The gover.nment p
the first 10 miles of highway from .Iune, 17, 1931, when A. B.. Wes,t, as the year 1932 began. There was the upper Colorado forced closing v.:as getting' ready to. advertise for h
Las Vegas to Boulder cIty on Feb- presld~nt of the ~evada-Califorma competition between crews for the of tunnel work at the project for a bl~s ~or t~e construct1O~ of a school li
ruary 27. 1931. El~ctl'lc corporation, t~rned the greatest output of work, and it few days in mid-February, 1932. building m Boulder CIty. 'I
On March 4, 1931, 1t was an- switch on behalf of. hIS concern was reported that "Driving a •to- . .'. A research team had been as- c

nounced in Denver that Six Com- and the Southern SIerras Power tal of 256 feet of tunnel and exca- EmPl0J'menth br SI~tCfmf~n~ signed to come during the summer 2
panies, Inc., had made the low companv.. . vating over 16,000 cubic yards of m,ci{ ~:7 ~fr~~ edu~n the 0mdnth to make a study of heat prostra-. t(
bid of $48,890,999 for construction There were 200 applicants for rock during the 24-hour period end- 'fltJanuary officials r~ported tion. Businesses had been estab- g
of the dam, and had been five businesses at Boulder City, accord- ing midnight, January 20, Six Com- 0 , . '. • Iished on land leased from the
million dollars lower than any oth- ing jo Louis C. Cramton, who was panies Inc., tunnel crews b eat SIX Companies had sought the government, the Masons were seek- sl
er bidder. The companies com- in charge of affairs of the new their best previous record by nine return of $10,663 as a gas tax re- ing a charter, and the American Iti
prising the new firm were: Me- government city. . feet." fund from the state, claiming that Legion was the biggest organiza- ir
Donald and Kahn, Los Angeles; By July 4 1931 there were 1300 The crew in charge of T C Har- the gasoli~e had not been used on tion in Boulder City. \Y
Utah Construction company. Ogden, men worki;g llt: Rnnln.,l' nan> . ~,. __• ~~._ .:.' . t.h" l<t.llJp hH"hwllV" '1'h., l'.,fllnd ma"



Las Vegas to Boulder City on Feb· presicent 01 the .t:"evaaa·t:amorma competition between crews for the \Jftu-;~l'w~;k--;rt-the -p;;;ject'ior' a ~s ~ r . c
ruarv 27. 1931. El~tccthriccorbPohralftlOnf'thl!rned the greatest output of work, and it few days in mid-Pebruary, 1932. bUlldmg in
On March 4, 1931, it was an·SWI on e a o. IS concern was reported that "Driving alto·· .'. A researc

nounced in Denver that Six Com- and the Southern SIerras Power tal of 256 feet of tunnel and exca- Employment by SIX Companies signed to co
panies, Inc., had made the low cornpany.. vating over 16,000 cubic yards of In.c.• had r~ached ~ total of 3,006 to make a
bid of $48,890,999 for construction There were 200 applicants for rock during the 24.hour period end. with 647 hIred. ~urmg the month tion. Busine
of the dam, and had been five businesses at Boulder City. accord- ing midnight, January 20. Six Com. of ~anuary. of~Icials reported. lished on 1
million dollars lower than any oth- ing jo Louis C. Cramton, who was panies Inc., tunnel crews be a t SIX companies had sought the government,
er bidder. The companies corn- in charge of affairs of the new their best previous record by nine return of $10,663 as a gas tax reo ing a chart
prising the new ftrm were: Me- government city. . feet." fund from the state, claiming that Legion was
Donald and Kahn, Los Angeles; By July 4, 1931, there were 1300 The crew in charge of T. C. Hal" the gasoli~e had not been used on tion in Bou
Utah Construction company. Ogden. men working at Boulder Dam. groves was credited with the great. the .state highways, The ~~fund was The posto;
Utah; Morrison- Knudson. Boise, Power delivery had made it pos- est amount of progress, having denied, pending a decision from fastest grO\
Idaho; J. F. Shea' and Pacific sible to install "huge electric muck- completed 612 feet in 20 days. th~Tchourdts:. f h t I 56 Three chun
Bridge company, Portland, Ore- "h' h b . d i . e riving 0 use unne s .

er~,. w IC were eing ~se . n "Superintendents and foremen fe'et in diameter without the plac- h.shed, the I
gon; Kaiser Paving company, San driving the tunnels for- diversion who are breaking records dailv l, f . 1 t' k f t· b f lic and the
Francisco; and Bechtel .Construc· of the Colorado river. in drilling and muck moving are' mg 0 ta Sfmthge s .Ili~ ~ im erf th

or were beingtion company, San Francisco. '. . . . . suppor 0 e cel ng IS one 0 e
The Bechtel firm, which would ~outhern. Nevada was In t~e Woody. WIlh~ms, Floyd Hunting- most striking features of t his chu!'ch to

drive the four tunnels to divert midst of ItS worst heat wave m ton, Leigh Cairns, T. C. Hargroves, dam construction work." That was business to
the flow of the river for a dis- history, as. was most of the rest Paul Guinn, Tom Regan, and Jack the comment of Arthur P. Davis A traditio
tance of 4,000 feet around the dam of the nation, a~d Boulder dam Lamey." former director of the reclama: City on Ea1
site, was to be the fi'rst concern wor~ers were taking to the Colora- Tunnel number three on the Ari· tion service for the government, 1932, when
on the job, and it was expected do .flver to cool off. Many under- zona side of the river was the first then with the Metropolitan Water held on a
that 1,000 men would be employed estimated the force of the nv~r, one to be completed to the schedul- District, on his first visit to the Boulder Ci
in a short time. and one man was swept a. mile ed 56 feet of maximum width. project on February 25, 1932. after Parson ':To
By March 24, 1931, the first downstream before he wa~ rescued Crews completed the bore by Jan· construction had started. Community

eight houses in Boulder City had by a rope thrown to him f·rom uary 31, 1932, and the pouring of On March 7, 1932, in Washing. was given I
been completed and an additional shore. Then on July. 3, 1931, J. concrete was to be started imme- ton United States Senator .Tasker cross was E
eight wlfre under construction. Rolland, 23, and Martin A. Pol~s· diately, as the great concrete mix- L. Oddie of Nevada took issue with' Motion p'
There were 546 employes then .ac- ky, 27, were drowned, as one-tried ing plant was almost ready for Dr. Elwood Mead, commissioner were taken
tively engaged in some phase of to rescue the other. operation. of reclamation, when the latter de. ground levi
the project, including roads and .IWW organizers were reported On February 5 1932, the Re- scribed Boulder City as merely a to be show
railroads. in the Boulder dam area in early vtew >' Journal p~inted this state- temporary construction camp. Sen. By April,
J. L. Finney of Las Vegas, who July, 1931, and half a dozen lead- ment by Walker R. Young, con- Oddie predicted that Boulder City ies were 11

had served in the assembly from ers were being held in the Las struction engineer for the bureau would become the center of very coffer dams
Clark county, was named first Vegas jail on conviction of "vag- of reclamation: "The government intensive industrial activities. water could
postmaster for the new postoffice rancy" charges. Wft~er R. Young, wants all the people connected The first birthday of Boulder tunnels arc
in Boulder City, which was es· bureau of reclamation engmeer, with the construction of Hoover City was observed on March 11,liiiir,;iiii
tablished on April 15, 1931, with I stated that the situation was well (Boulder) Dam to live in comfort- 1932, and the Review . Journal
Dr. Elwood Mead, commissioner m hand and that I}ewspapers had able, sanitary fashion c'ommensur- had a special section showing prog·
of reclamation presiding at the exaggerated the situation. ate with a federal project of the ress on the project to date. It
"christening ceremony." The first On August 6, 1931, it was an- nature of this one," adding that it was reported that the government
letter from the postoffice went to nounced that Claude Williams, would be necessary for those liv- had spent more than one million
Fred Wilson Las Vegas postal ern- "deputy United States marshal in ing in temporary quarters outside dollars on the city to date, in-
ploye. The postoffice served as the charge of law enforcement in the
only "bank" in the town and was Boulder dam area for the past wa; expected to be in operation in del' damsite, making perfect align.
a popular savings facility for work- several months, had been ,appoint· 90 days. ment in their work. This was the
ers. ed chief of police of Boulder City Trains began traveling to the first of the diversion tunnels ream.
"The largest contract eve r and is preparing to take over the river camp in the bottom of Black ed through and then was to be en.

awarded"- for the construction of organization of the Six com- canyon late in October, 1931, fol· larged,
Boulder dam-was signed in Las panies police department' of six lowing completion of the track The Boulder City hospital was
Vegas on April 11,1931, by R. F. men, all of whom already have project. opened on November 12, 1931. Pa-
Walter chief engineer of the reo been employed." The first of 12 cableways to be tients who had. been treated in
c1amation service, in the office of A strike was called at the Boul- strung across the canyon was com- Las Vega'S then were moved to the
Walker R: Young, construction en- del' dam project on Au?,ust 8, 19~1, plete at that time and was under- new facility. .
glneer, in the Beckley building. when 14~0 men were Idled, while going tests. . . The first difficulty over the use
Then two days .later Dr. Elwood a committee of 11 workmen, head- "A helmet for every man work- of gasoline trucks in the diversion
Mead affixed his signature, fol- ed by L. L. '.'Red" WilliaI?~' de- ing : in Black canyon! 'l'hat's the tunnels at the dam was aired on
lowing the signing by representa- manded a five-dollar mimmum newest ruling of Six Companies November 13, 1931, when Federal
tives of the Six COl1lpani~s, Inc. w~g.e on all work, except $5.50 for protection of its employes' lives Judge F. H. Norcross issued an
The chamber of commerce had mimmum for tunnel employes; and down on the front where rocks oc- injunction restraining the state of

special Boulder dam "coins" $6.00minimum for miners and car- casionally are biasted loose be- Nevada, through A.J. Stinson, 'mm-
cast, which were being sold as penters. cause of the work." This edict ing inspector, and Gray Mashburn,
souvenirs. . '. .On August 12, with the strike was issued October 28, 1931, and attorney general, from interfering
Government officials announced still not ~ett1ed, .Walker. R. Young, was carried throughout the project with the operation by the Six

on April 18, 1931, that more than construction engineer, declared the construction. Companies, Inc., of the trucks. Six
300 Moapa ranchers would be fore- reservation closed. Then on August In late October, the Six com- Companies attorneys held that the
ed to find new homes when the 13, ,word was given by Young to panies was grading a football field "laws of the state of Nevada do
reservoir to be created by Boulder resume work an.d.Frank T. Crowe for recreation in Boulder C it y: not apply within the Boulder Dam
dam was filled. The government called for .the h1l'l~g of a crew to Frank Moran. who was In charge reservation."
was making plans to purchase the proceed WIth the Job... of recreation,' was organizing a Mrs. Ida Browder opened a
property ?f the ranche~s. A ~otal of 77appllc!l-tIOns for team of former college players. lunch room on Nevada boulevard
By AprIl 22, 1931, this was -the permits to operate vanou.s types, There was big news on Novem- near Ash street on December 28,

progress report on the Boulder of business In Boulder CIty wa,s bel', 1931, when it was announced I1931, 'featuring "home cooking."
project: Concrete for the founda- approved by August ~2, 1931, It that two crews, working from op- The American Legion post in
tion for the Big Six. shops had was anno!-lUced by LOUISC. Cram- posite ends, had broken through Boulder City was planning to erect
been poured; construction had be- ton, special att~rney to Secretary tunnel number three at the Boul- a clubhouse at that time.
gun on 'a 1,000·men'dining room, Ray Lyman Wilbur of the depart'liiiiiiii!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iii
Six Companies office and office ment of the interior, who was in II
dormitory and two .l60·men bar- charge of the new government
racks; steel towers and power line city.
were erected past Boulder City and Following the strike, a policy
down the wash; pumps were ready of protection for the construction
for installation for the city wa- project and Boulder City was an-
tel' system; the post office and nounced on August 24, 1931, when
company commissary were open; Deputy U.S. Marshal Bud Bodell
a house was prepared for Superin- was named to be chief of police
tendent Frank T. Crowe to move in Boulder City, with Deputy U.S.
in' and several women and chilo Marshal Claude Williams in charge
dren had moved to Boulder City of the entire remainder of the
to join the workmen. reservation..
The following day,· the Big Six The announcement continued,

camp at the river was demolished "The guard at- the gate to the
in a high wind, and several tents reservation will be maintained 24
in Boulder City were blown over. hours a day, and no unemployed
Regular train service from Las will be allowed on the reserva-

'Vegas to Boulder City was inaugur- tion, and only those given passes
ated on April 26; 1931. will be allowed to enter." spe-
Six Companies, Inc., moved from cial provisicn was to be made

rented space in the Clark building for tourists.
in Las Vegas to 'its new offices . This was followed on septem-
in Boulder City on May 11, 1931. bel' 11, 1931, by announcement
First work on the Boulder dam that the employment office for the

project itself (outside of such work project would be established in Las
as roads and railroads and build- Vegas at Third and Carson streets,
ing of the town) began on May 9, with Leonard R. Blood in charge.
when drilling on the Arizona spill- Sims Ely, newly appointed city
way for the power plant was be- manager for Boulder City, arrived
gun. to begin his duties on October 3,
Williamsville had sprung up on 1931. .'

the edge of the actual townsite By that date the daily payroll
and was a cluster of tents and on the project was estimated at
temporary dwellings. It was named $12,000, with 2,750 employed. They
for U.S. Marshal Claude Williams, represented every state, except
who had arrested a Virginian who two, Vermont and Delaware.
claimed he had been making "good Parson T. E. "Tom" Stevenson
whiskey" for 50 years and could held the first church services in
see no reason to stop now. Wil· Boulder City on October 11, 1931,
Iiams - gave him a reason, PRO· at the Anderson mess hall. There
HIBITION, and he stopped. were 32 denominations represent-
W. A. Bechtel; president of the ed in his congregation.

Six Companies, Inc., announced in Work was progressing on the
Salt Lake City that "his syndicate Kingman to Boulder dam high-
will profit by' the recent action of way, and James Cashman of Las
raising the wage scale for com- Vegas was h~ving. a fer!}: bu~lt to
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on April 18, 1931, that more than
300 Moapa 'ranchers would be forc-
ed to find new homes when the
reservoir to be created by Boulder
dam was filled. The government
was making plans to purchase the
property of the ranchers.
By April 22, 1931, this was ihe

progress report on the Boulder
project: Concrete for the founda-
tion for the Big Six shops pad
been poured; construction had be-
gun on "a I,OOO-mendining room,
Six Companies office and office
dormitory and two 160-men bar-
racks; steel towers and power line
were erected past Boulder City and
down the wash; pumps were ready
for installation for the city wa-
ter system; the post office and
company commissary were open;
a house was prepared for Superin-
tendent Frank T. Crowe to move
in; and several women and chil-
dren had moved to Boulder City
to join the workmen.
The following day,. the Big Six

camp at the river was demolished
in .a high wind, and several tents
in Boulder City were blown over.
Regular train service from Las

'Vegas to Boulder City was inaugur-
ated on April 26; 1931.
Six Companies, Inc., moved from

rented space in the Clark building
in Las Vegas to 'its new offices
in Boulder City on May 11, 1931.
First work on the Boulder dam

project itself (outside of such work
as roads and railroads and build-
ing of the town) began on May 9,
when drilling on the Arizona spill-
way for the power plant was be-
gun.
Williamsville had sprung up on

the edge of the actual townsite
and was a cluster of tents and
temporary dwellings. It was named
for U.S. Marshal Claude Williams,
who had arrested a Virginian who
claimed he had been making "good
whiskey" for 50 years and could
see no reason to stop now. Wil-
liams gave him a reason, PRO-
HIBITION, and he stopped.
W. A. Bechtel, president of the

Six Companies, Inc., announced in
Salt Lake City that "his syndicate
will profit by the recent action of
raising the wage scale for com-
mon laborers from $3.50 to $4.00
per day" by decreasing the. labor
turnover. '
More than 3,000'blanks had been

sent out by the bureau of recla-
mation in response to requests for
.business house applications in

"'" •••••.•. "' •..• "4 \/U"V"I5UVl.4", &lUl;;; }llVJC\iu w.n-n I"ut: UVt::raL1UU DY rne ~lXI
construction engineer, declared the ~·o;st~uction. Companies, Inc., of the trucks. Six
reservation closed. Then on August In late October, the Six Com- Companies attorneys held that the
13, ,word was given by Young to panies was grading a football field "laws of the state of Nevada do
resume work and Frank T. Crowe for recreation in Boulder C i t s. not apply within the Boulder Dam
called for the hiring of a crew to Frank Moran, who was in charge reservation."
proceed with the job. of recreation was organizing a Mrs. Ida Browder opened a
A total of 77 applications for team of for~er college players. lunch room on Nevada boulevard

permits to operate vanou.s types, There was big news on Novem- near Ash street on December 28,
of busmess m Boulder CIty was ber, 1931, when it was announced 1931, featuring "home cooking."
approved by August ~2, 1931, it that two crews, working from op- The American Legion post in
was announced by LOUlSC. Cram- posite ends had broken through Boulder City was planning to erect
ton, special attorney to Secretary tunnel number three at the Boul- a clubhouse at that time.
Ray Lyman Wilbur of the depart-lliii__ Ilii._iiiil ••iliii.iiiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iiment of the interior, who was in II
charge of the new government
city.
Following the strike, a policy

of protection for the construction
project and Boulder City was an-
nounced on August 24, 1931, when
Deputy U.S. Marshal Bud Bodell
was named to be chief of police
in Boulder City, with Deputy U.S.
Marshal Claude Williams in charge
of the entire remainder of the
reservation.
The announcement continued,

"The guard at the gate to the
reservation will be maintained 24
hours a day, and no unemployed
will be allowed on the reserva-
tion, and only those given passes
will be allowed to enter." Spe-
cial provision was to be made
for tourists.
. This was followed on Septem-
ber 11, 1931, by announcement
that the employment office for the
project would be established in Las
Vegas at Third and Carson streets,
with Leonard R, Blood in charge.
Sims Ely, newly appointed city

manager for Boulder City, arrived
to begin his duties on October 3,
1931. .
By that date the daily payroll

on the project was estimated at
$12,000, with 2,750 employed. They
represented every state, except
two, Vermont and Delaware.
Parson T. E. "Tom" Stevenson

held the first church services in
Boulder City on October 11, 1931,
at the Anderson mess hall. There
were 32 denominations represent-
ed in his congregation.
Work was 'progressing on the

Kingman to Boulder dam high-
way, and James Cashman of Las
Vegas was having a ferry built to
use across the river. The ferry
carried its first pay load on No-
vember 13, 1936.
The big $300,000concrete mixing

plant which was to produce the
concrete for Boulder Dam was
started on, October 22, 1931. and 1_••••••••• _ •••• _ •••••••• _ •
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Las Vegas to Boulder City on Feb· presicent 01 the .t:"evaaa·t:amorma competition between crews for the \Jftu-;~l'w~;k--;rt-the -p;;;ject'ior' a ~s ~ r . c
ruarv 27. 1931. El~tccthriccorbPohralftlOnf'thl!rned the greatest output of work, and it few days in mid-Pebruary, 1932. bUlldmg in
On March 4, 1931, it was an·SWI on e a o. IS concern was reported that "Driving alto·· .'. A researc

nounced in Denver that Six Com- and the Southern SIerras Power tal of 256 feet of tunnel and exca- Employment by SIX Companies signed to co
panies, Inc., had made the low cornpany.. vating over 16,000 cubic yards of In.c.• had r~ached ~ total of 3,006 to make a
bid of $48,890,999 for construction There were 200 applicants for rock during the 24.hour period end. with 647 hIred. ~urmg the month tion. Busine
of the dam, and had been five businesses at Boulder City. accord- ing midnight, January 20. Six Com. of ~anuary. of~Icials reported. lished on 1
million dollars lower than any oth- ing jo Louis C. Cramton, who was panies Inc., tunnel crews be a t SIX companies had sought the government,
er bidder. The companies corn- in charge of affairs of the new their best previous record by nine return of $10,663 as a gas tax reo ing a chart
prising the new ftrm were: Me- government city. . feet." fund from the state, claiming that Legion was
Donald and Kahn, Los Angeles; By July 4, 1931, there were 1300 The crew in charge of T. C. Hal" the gasoli~e had not been used on tion in Bou
Utah Construction company. Ogden. men working at Boulder Dam. groves was credited with the great. the .state highways, The ~~fund was The posto;
Utah; Morrison- Knudson. Boise, Power delivery had made it pos- est amount of progress, having denied, pending a decision from fastest grO\
Idaho; J. F. Shea' and Pacific sible to install "huge electric muck- completed 612 feet in 20 days. th~Tchourdts:. f h t I 56 Three chun
Bridge company, Portland, Ore- "h' h b . d i . e riving 0 use unne s .

er~,. w IC were eing ~se . n "Superintendents and foremen fe'et in diameter without the plac- h.shed, the I
gon; Kaiser Paving company, San driving the tunnels for- diversion who are breaking records dailv l, f . 1 t' k f t· b f lic and the
Francisco; and Bechtel .Construc· of the Colorado river. in drilling and muck moving are' mg 0 ta Sfmthge s .Ili~ ~ im erf th

or were beingtion company, San Francisco. '. . . . . suppor 0 e cel ng IS one 0 e
The Bechtel firm, which would ~outhern. Nevada was In t~e Woody. WIlh~ms, Floyd Hunting- most striking features of t his chu!'ch to

drive the four tunnels to divert midst of ItS worst heat wave m ton, Leigh Cairns, T. C. Hargroves, dam construction work." That was business to
the flow of the river for a dis- history, as. was most of the rest Paul Guinn, Tom Regan, and Jack the comment of Arthur P. Davis A traditio
tance of 4,000 feet around the dam of the nation, a~d Boulder dam Lamey." former director of the reclama: City on Ea1
site, was to be the fi'rst concern wor~ers were taking to the Colora- Tunnel number three on the Ari· tion service for the government, 1932, when
on the job, and it was expected do .flver to cool off. Many under- zona side of the river was the first then with the Metropolitan Water held on a
that 1,000 men would be employed estimated the force of the nv~r, one to be completed to the schedul- District, on his first visit to the Boulder Ci
in a short time. and one man was swept a. mile ed 56 feet of maximum width. project on February 25, 1932. after Parson ':To
By March 24, 1931, the first downstream before he wa~ rescued Crews completed the bore by Jan· construction had started. Community

eight houses in Boulder City had by a rope thrown to him f·rom uary 31, 1932, and the pouring of On March 7, 1932, in Washing. was given I
been completed and an additional shore. Then on July. 3, 1931, J. concrete was to be started imme- ton United States Senator .Tasker cross was E
eight wlfre under construction. Rolland, 23, and Martin A. Pol~s· diately, as the great concrete mix- L. Oddie of Nevada took issue with' Motion p'
There were 546 employes then .ac- ky, 27, were drowned, as one-tried ing plant was almost ready for Dr. Elwood Mead, commissioner were taken
tively engaged in some phase of to rescue the other. operation. of reclamation, when the latter de. ground levi
the project, including roads and .IWW organizers were reported On February 5 1932, the Re- scribed Boulder City as merely a to be show
railroads. in the Boulder dam area in early vtew >' Journal p~inted this state- temporary construction camp. Sen. By April,
J. L. Finney of Las Vegas, who July, 1931, and half a dozen lead- ment by Walker R. Young, con- Oddie predicted that Boulder City ies were 11

had served in the assembly from ers were being held in the Las struction engineer for the bureau would become the center of very coffer dams
Clark county, was named first Vegas jail on conviction of "vag- of reclamation: "The government intensive industrial activities. water could
postmaster for the new postoffice rancy" charges. Wft~er R. Young, wants all the people connected The first birthday of Boulder tunnels arc
in Boulder City, which was es· bureau of reclamation engmeer, with the construction of Hoover City was observed on March 11,liiiir,;iiii
tablished on April 15, 1931, with I stated that the situation was well (Boulder) Dam to live in comfort- 1932, and the Review . Journal
Dr. Elwood Mead, commissioner m hand and that I}ewspapers had able, sanitary fashion c'ommensur- had a special section showing prog·
of reclamation presiding at the exaggerated the situation. ate with a federal project of the ress on the project to date. It
"christening ceremony." The first On August 6, 1931, it was an- nature of this one," adding that it was reported that the government
letter from the postoffice went to nounced that Claude Williams, would be necessary for those liv- had spent more than one million
Fred Wilson Las Vegas postal ern- "deputy United States marshal in ing in temporary quarters outside dollars on the city to date, in-
ploye. The postoffice served as the charge of law enforcement in the
only "bank" in the town and was Boulder dam area for the past wa; expected to be in operation in del' damsite, making perfect align.
a popular savings facility for work- several months, had been ,appoint· 90 days. ment in their work. This was the
ers. ed chief of police of Boulder City Trains began traveling to the first of the diversion tunnels ream.
"The largest contract eve r and is preparing to take over the river camp in the bottom of Black ed through and then was to be en.

awarded"- for the construction of organization of the Six com- canyon late in October, 1931, fol· larged,
Boulder dam-was signed in Las panies police department' of six lowing completion of the track The Boulder City hospital was
Vegas on April 11,1931, by R. F. men, all of whom already have project. opened on November 12, 1931. Pa-
Walter chief engineer of the reo been employed." The first of 12 cableways to be tients who had. been treated in
c1amation service, in the office of A strike was called at the Boul- strung across the canyon was com- Las Vega'S then were moved to the
Walker R: Young, construction en- del' dam project on Au?,ust 8, 19~1, plete at that time and was under- new facility. .
glneer, in the Beckley building. when 14~0 men were Idled, while going tests. . . The first difficulty over the use
Then two days .later Dr. Elwood a committee of 11 workmen, head- "A helmet for every man work- of gasoline trucks in the diversion
Mead affixed his signature, fol- ed by L. L. '.'Red" WilliaI?~' de- ing : in Black canyon! 'l'hat's the tunnels at the dam was aired on
lowing the signing by representa- manded a five-dollar mimmum newest ruling of Six Companies November 13, 1931, when Federal
tives of the Six COl1lpani~s, Inc. w~g.e on all work, except $5.50 for protection of its employes' lives Judge F. H. Norcross issued an
The chamber of commerce had mimmum for tunnel employes; and down on the front where rocks oc- injunction restraining the state of

special Boulder dam "coins" $6.00minimum for miners and car- casionally are biasted loose be- Nevada, through A.J. Stinson, 'mm-
cast, which were being sold as penters. cause of the work." This edict ing inspector, and Gray Mashburn,
souvenirs. . '. .On August 12, with the strike was issued October 28, 1931, and attorney general, from interfering
Government officials announced still not ~ett1ed, .Walker. R. Young, was carried throughout the project with the operation by the Six

on April 18, 1931, that more than construction engineer, declared the construction. Companies, Inc., of the trucks. Six
300 Moapa ranchers would be fore- reservation closed. Then on August In late October, the Six com- Companies attorneys held that the
ed to find new homes when the 13, ,word was given by Young to panies was grading a football field "laws of the state of Nevada do
reservoir to be created by Boulder resume work an.d.Frank T. Crowe for recreation in Boulder C it y: not apply within the Boulder Dam
dam was filled. The government called for .the h1l'l~g of a crew to Frank Moran. who was In charge reservation."
was making plans to purchase the proceed WIth the Job... of recreation,' was organizing a Mrs. Ida Browder opened a
property ?f the ranche~s. A ~otal of 77appllc!l-tIOns for team of former college players. lunch room on Nevada boulevard
By AprIl 22, 1931, this was -the permits to operate vanou.s types, There was big news on Novem- near Ash street on December 28,

progress report on the Boulder of business In Boulder CIty wa,s bel', 1931, when it was announced I1931, 'featuring "home cooking."
project: Concrete for the founda- approved by August ~2, 1931, It that two crews, working from op- The American Legion post in
tion for the Big Six. shops had was anno!-lUced by LOUISC. Cram- posite ends, had broken through Boulder City was planning to erect
been poured; construction had be- ton, special att~rney to Secretary tunnel number three at the Boul- a clubhouse at that time.
gun on 'a 1,000·men'dining room, Ray Lyman Wilbur of the depart'liiiiiiii!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iii
Six Companies office and office ment of the interior, who was in II
dormitory and two .l60·men bar- charge of the new government
racks; steel towers and power line city.
were erected past Boulder City and Following the strike, a policy
down the wash; pumps were ready of protection for the construction
for installation for the city wa- project and Boulder City was an-
tel' system; the post office and nounced on August 24, 1931, when
company commissary were open; Deputy U.S. Marshal Bud Bodell
a house was prepared for Superin- was named to be chief of police
tendent Frank T. Crowe to move in Boulder City, with Deputy U.S.
in' and several women and chilo Marshal Claude Williams in charge
dren had moved to Boulder City of the entire remainder of the
to join the workmen. reservation..
The following day,· the Big Six The announcement continued,

camp at the river was demolished "The guard at- the gate to the
in a high wind, and several tents reservation will be maintained 24
in Boulder City were blown over. hours a day, and no unemployed
Regular train service from Las will be allowed on the reserva-

'Vegas to Boulder City was inaugur- tion, and only those given passes
ated on April 26; 1931. will be allowed to enter." spe-
Six Companies, Inc., moved from cial provisicn was to be made

rented space in the Clark building for tourists.
in Las Vegas to 'its new offices . This was followed on septem-
in Boulder City on May 11, 1931. bel' 11, 1931, by announcement
First work on the Boulder dam that the employment office for the

project itself (outside of such work project would be established in Las
as roads and railroads and build- Vegas at Third and Carson streets,
ing of the town) began on May 9, with Leonard R. Blood in charge.
when drilling on the Arizona spill- Sims Ely, newly appointed city
way for the power plant was be- manager for Boulder City, arrived
gun. to begin his duties on October 3,
Williamsville had sprung up on 1931. .'

the edge of the actual townsite By that date the daily payroll
and was a cluster of tents and on the project was estimated at
temporary dwellings. It was named $12,000, with 2,750 employed. They
for U.S. Marshal Claude Williams, represented every state, except
who had arrested a Virginian who two, Vermont and Delaware.
claimed he had been making "good Parson T. E. "Tom" Stevenson
whiskey" for 50 years and could held the first church services in
see no reason to stop now. Wil· Boulder City on October 11, 1931,
Iiams - gave him a reason, PRO· at the Anderson mess hall. There
HIBITION, and he stopped. were 32 denominations represent-
W. A. Bechtel; president of the ed in his congregation.

Six Companies, Inc., announced in Work was progressing on the
Salt Lake City that "his syndicate Kingman to Boulder dam high-
will profit by' the recent action of way, and James Cashman of Las
raising the wage scale for com- Vegas was h~ving. a fer!}: bu~lt to
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Boulder Dam History
Year-1931

By FLORENCE LEE JONES

This was the picture of Boulder Boulder City. Leases were to be
Dam project development as re- made for the period to 1941.
ported in the Review - Journal of The last obstacle to the build-
February 18, 1931: ing of Boulder Dam was removed
Working crews were being en- on May 18, 1931, when the United

larged daily, as several phases of states Supreme Court declared
the building was under way. the Swing-Johnson bill authorizing
R. G. Le'I'ourneau, Inc., sub- const!uc~ion of the project, to be

contractors for the highway from c.onstltut1Onal, and granted the m~-
Boulder City to the damsite, had tion of the gover~ent and the ~IX
75 men working, and the first dirt C~lorado Rn~er ?asm state~ to dis-
already had been moved. miss the SUIt,flle~ by Arfzona in
Work was going forward on the protest to the project,

foundation for the big water tank Pla~s were announced. on May
to which water would be pumped 23, 19v1, for the construction ~f the
from the Colorado 'river to pro- ~ureau. o~ reclar;nat1On admtnistra-
vide for the community needs. tion blllldmg, which would ?~a per-

.'. manent structure. In addition an-
Lewis Construction company, other building was planned as the

w~IC~ held the contract fo: the postoffice, court room, jail and
building j of the. branch rallro.ad offices of the United States mar-
from Boulder cIty to t)'le damsite shal, city manager, clerk, and en-
had .two .c~mps established and glneer. A dormitory also was
was rec~lvmg carload. allotments planned for single men who were
of supplies and materials for the government employes and for of-
proJect.. ficial guests. DAM SITE - This was how Black Canyon and the Colorado River looked before construction start-
County road equipment was busy . . ed, WiII Rogers, the great comedian, loved the project and once 'described it by saying that "God

grading the highway route between On May 2~: 1931, :~ was an- has done most of the work already."Las Vegas and Boulder City. nounced that The entire area en-I -r-r- _

The government was proceed- comp~ssed ~y. ~oul~er Dam c~n-Il_--------------------------_r
ing with plans for the erection of struction activities wIll.be set as~de eluding water, sewer, streets, elec-
a model city, and there was talk ~s a federal reserv!ltI~n,. P!acmg lit tric distribution sytem, landscap-
of establishing a "non-denomina- It entirely under Jur~sdl~tIon of Bou 'erDam "C..ItJe l"+.ory Ing, administration building, muni- jl
tional" church to serve all Pro- g~ve:nmental authorities. The l/II .l.~j;J 1--1 cipal building, government dorrni- "
testants in Boulder City. dl~tnct was to extend ab?ut 12 tory, residences, and government i~
Harold Anderson, who was to miles along t~e N~vada side ~f garage.' B

become one of the best-known of t~e C~lorado, including all actIv~- V.n 191'2 "l The Six Companies then had is
the Boulder Dam construction of- ties directly r~lated t~ the proj- .L eWlr- J~ 2633 employes on the payroll, with Sl
ficials, opened his first dining room ect. Boulder cIty ~as in ~he cen- 1300 employed on the tunnels. The P
near the dam site, with provisions tel' of the reservation, which was By FLORENCE LEE JONES intake tower work was just started, e
for serving 114 men at a time on to ext.end as far west and south the gravel plant and lower mixing el
February 25, 1931. as Railroad Pass. plant were in operation, and many
Pat Cline, Inc., had been award- . Power service for the construe- Work at Boulder Dam was prog- Boulder City to move. phases of the project were making ti

ed the contract for construction of tion of Boulder Dam began on ressing rapidly in many directions A flood on the Virgin river and rapid Pl:ogres,s. The gover.nment p
the first 10 miles of highway from .Iune, 17, 1931, when A. B.. Wes,t, as the year 1932 began. There was the upper Colorado forced closing v.:as getting' ready to. advertise for h
Las Vegas to Boulder cIty on Feb- presld~nt of the ~evada-Califorma competition between crews for the of tunnel work at the project for a bl~s ~or t~e construct1O~ of a school li
ruary 27. 1931. El~ctl'lc corporation, t~rned the greatest output of work, and it few days in mid-February, 1932. building m Boulder CIty. 'I
On March 4, 1931, 1t was an- switch on behalf of. hIS concern was reported that "Driving a •to- . .'. A research team had been as- c

nounced in Denver that Six Com- and the Southern SIerras Power tal of 256 feet of tunnel and exca- EmPl0J'menth br SI~tCfmf~n~ signed to come during the summer 2
panies, Inc., had made the low companv.. . vating over 16,000 cubic yards of m,ci{ ~:7 ~fr~~ edu~n the 0mdnth to make a study of heat prostra-. t(
bid of $48,890,999 for construction There were 200 applicants for rock during the 24-hour period end- 'fltJanuary officials r~ported tion. Businesses had been estab- g
of the dam, and had been five businesses at Boulder City, accord- ing midnight, January 20, Six Com- 0 , . '. • Iished on land leased from the
million dollars lower than any oth- ing jo Louis C. Cramton, who was panies Inc., tunnel crews b eat SIX Companies had sought the government, the Masons were seek- sl
er bidder. The companies com- in charge of affairs of the new their best previous record by nine return of $10,663 as a gas tax re- ing a charter, and the American Iti
prising the new firm were: Me- government city. . feet." fund from the state, claiming that Legion was the biggest organiza- ir
Donald and Kahn, Los Angeles; By July 4 1931 there were 1300 The crew in charge of T C Har- the gasoli~e had not been used on tion in Boulder City. \Y
Utah Construction company. Ogden, men worki;g llt: Rnnln.,l' nan> . ~,. __• ~~._ .:.' . t.h" l<t.llJp hH"hwllV" '1'h., l'.,fllnd ma"


