
In today's installment, number 63 o~ her ex~iting
series on historical Nevada, "Mom" Squires contmues
with her' narrative on incidents which led to construc-
tion of Hoover Dam.

By DELPHINE SQUIRES
During those years between' edge Of the size of that la.,nd

, beyond the Rocky Mountams1920 and 1'p29, when ~evada s nor of the thousands of acres
representatives workmg f Q r of desert land just waiting for
legislation on the Boul~er water and power to be brought
Dam Project, were hurrylng Into productivity and the
about rrom one meeting to mines awaiting the sam e
another, hoping to ~ring a things in order to pour out
more cooperative feelmg .be- their hidden wealth.
t wee n the Colo.rado ~lyer Then along in the early part
.states, they were either riding of 1928 things 'began to lookon the crest of the wave m an- '"
ticipation of a great victory or up and headlines In 1a r g e, I
bowed down in the slough of bold, black letters appeared
despondency over what m,ight on the front pages of our
~be a failure of all their hopes dailies announcing. t,~a:t ~he
and plans. . ' "Boulder Dam Bill might maiority on May 15,1929.Thus
But during those years our 'soon be passe~ by:,th~ House ended the long, bitter and

representativ~s learned many of Represen~atlves. ThIS news heartbreaking fight for the
important things of the great was I:eartenmg but we k e p t Boulder bam Project.
preponderance of eastern men. our ringers crossed. Then, on . d
in both houses of congress May 2'5, 1928, the bill passed The day after we receive
who had no knowledge of con- the House by a favorable ma- the good news a tong automo-
ditions or the needs' of the jority, and our tas,k was half bile procession formed and
.west which made. it diffic~lt completed, proceeded to the Colorado.Riv-
for the west to get any 1,e!?!IS-The. Senate was due. to ad- er where a grateful people
lation adopted or, receive journ for the summer and the knelt together on the sand by
help of ~y kiild., '. state representatives made. a the river' and 'raised their
They did not realize that the concerted effort to -get the bill voices to God, in a prayer of

southwest was at the mercy out of committee and voted o~ thanssgtving, It was a beau-
of the Colorado River at each before adjournment but a fill- tifUl service 'united in by a
' spring run - off when ·f10 a d buster developed wI:ich ~on- reverent people who then
waters inundated great areas sumed the remainmgtlme quietly returned to -t h e i r
of fertile land, washing a~ay and we were unsuccessful. to homes.' ,
ranches and homes and clalm- get any action at that se~slOn. On-June 21, 1929,there was
ing many lives. " For several years ~rlzona another celebration, wh ic h
They had no defInIte knowl- had been the thorn in the marked the day that the Boul-

• flesh of California and Nevada der Dam Project Bill became
as the Oovernor of that state effective and was carried out
,was "a~in" the Whol<:-project with eclat, as the people of
and hIS. representa~lve~ rot- Las Vegas felt that a great
lowed hIS leadershlp tmpn- load had been lifted from their
citly. . - shoulders and that they could
It was not until the Senate really begm: to plan for the

had. adopted a number of, un- future with the certainty that
important amendments ra- their hopes would be..fulfilled.

Ivorable to Arizona, and pro- If any formal' proof. w e.r e
posed by them, did they cease needed 01 the determlnation
to fight the bill. ' ' of the' United States' govern-
. ThioSaction was taken by the, merit to proceed promptly with
Senate during the next session the construction of the dam it
of Congress Whichconvened in was certainly furnished by
the fall of 1928, and the' bill the visit of the Secretary of
was. passed' by 'a favorable the' Interior, Lyman Wilbur,

" Dr. Elwood Mead, and chiet
engineer waiters of the Re-
clamanon Bur e a u, under
whose direction the construc-
tion would be carried out on
the very day that the bill
went into effect.
The promptness with which

they appeared on the scene to
iundertake the preliminaries
was most gratifying to ,0 u r
people, who had been waiting
so long and also most reas-
suring to the whole southwest
whose-ruture depended on the
outcome.
One of the "high lights" of

this celebration was the gen-
eral radio hookup of Las Ve-

[
'gas and the outside world
Which enabled the voices of
our illustrious guests to be
[heard all over the, country. All
of the speakers, interested in
Nevada, gave voice to this
one idea- that. after· all the
veare of conran over royalties
.and revenues; division orwa-
! tel' and allocation of power,
,this fact remained - the same
fOld.truth. that was_recognized
-as paramount many yea r s------------------------~~---

,12 LAS V£GAS SUJI , sunaay, Augun 4, 1957

HISTORICAL NEVADA ,SERIES 63
. .,

Congress Ends Bitter
Wrangle May 15, 1929
.Enacting Boulder Bill


