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I By A. RCAHLAN
, Will Nevada get Boulder 0:1111

. power-as soon" as any is generated
or must this state wait until the

1reservoir is filled: t-o the 1,005 foot
level?

wm the city of L05 Angeles and
the Southern Sierras Power com-

I parry have a supply of power at a
cost "of a half mill pel' kiiowatt
hOUT for anywhere from a few

1 morrths ItO a few years while Ne-
I vada sits back hoping, the reservoir
I will hurry up and fill so power
Iwill be available in this state at
i 1.63 mills per kilowatt hour-
Ithree times as much as the other
two agencies w-ill be paying in the
meantifne ?

In short, is Los Angeles
given a head-start, on the
power from' Boulder dam,
Nevada holds the sack '!

T'hese and other questions are
: being asked this morning by those
;.in close touch with the Boulder
! dam power situation, and as ave-
i sult, steps are being taken to de-
: term.ine Nevada's posrtion with re-
o lation to the "interim power" con-
tracts which have been drawn up
between the interior departmen-t on
the one hand and the city of Los
Angeles and 'the Southern Sierras
Power company on the other,

Tthe main Boulder dam power
, contr-acts, negotiated originally
when Ray Lyman Wilbur was see-
retary of the interior, do not be-
come effective until there is suf-
ficient water stored in the reser-
voir to insure the delivery of 1,-
250,000,000 kilowatt hours of pow-
er per year to the 'city of Los An-
geles,

to be
cheap
while

,



: i .This point will be reached, bu-
; I reau of reclamation engineers es
timate, when the stored water

i reaches the 1,005 foot level and 8,-
~1200,000 acre feet or water are star-

I yd. Generation of power can be
, started when the water reaches the

1

900 foot level. and have a corrsid-
,crable volume at the 940 foot level

t iwith 5,500,OO(} acre feet of water

I are stored. .
, Storage of water will start latdI in December of this year, accord-
I ing to Walker R. Young, construe)
I tion engineer in charge 'of the proj

: I ect f01' the government, and ,tJh
; generation of power wiII start a:;I soon as the reservoir reaches th
940 foot level, which is expectec
to be some t.ime next fall. Th,

I I power generated from. that tim-
I until the. 1,250,0000,000 kilowatt
,hours a year are available, is be-

· i ing referred to. as "interim power."
· ~ Representatives of the city of
, i Los Angeles, Soubhern Sierras
, i Power company and others, recent-
I ly concluded a conference in Wash-
· : ington wsth Dr. 'Elwood Mead,
I r cormnissioner of reclamation, fol-
, i lowing which it' '\~'as announced
! that an agreement had been enter-
:ed into by the two concerns to
I take "lnterim power" at secondary
I power rates, or 0.5 nrills per kilo- i
iwatt. hour. . I
, According to all information'
. available here, including that gaoh-
! ered from summaries of the pTO-
Iposed contracts, the states of Ar i-
! zona and Nevada are not mention-
j ed, and are seemingly without any
i rights .to the "interim power."

'1 Reclamation bureau officials es-
· I timatel that it will only be a short. I
I time after the big turbines startII'generating power until the 1,250,-
· 000,000 kilowatt 'hours are ready'

1 for delivery to the city of Los An-

Igeles and the original contracts,
wherein Nevada and Arizona are

I'protected, become effective. They
hope it won't be more than five or

,II six months'. But they admit it may
I be two or three years,
II The uncertainty, of course, is i
caused by .the lack of water in theIColorado river during the past:
year. For it is necessary to fill ,
Ithe reservoir with 8,200,000 acre .
1 f.eet of water before the first unit
I of power is ready for delivery un-
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der the orig-inal contracts. Ordinar-
ily, of course, it wouid take less
than a year to accumulate that
much, for prior to 1934, the lowest
flow of the river ever recorded
was 8,000,000 acre feet. The nor-
[mal flow was 1.6,000,000 acre' feet
and the maximum 25,000,000.

But up td
l

October first of this
year, only 3,750,000 acre feet had
come down the channel, and it
wasn't expected the ,total for the
year would be' much more than 5,-
000,000, if that. So previous cal-I
culations .have 'had to .be tossed
overboard, and reclamation bureau
officials are frank .to admit they!
dOJ1't know what to expect. I

"These extremely dry years 'have:
caused a generally dry condition
all along the river," they state.



"No matter if we do get a size-
able flow next year, ~~uch of the
water will be soaked up by the dry
ground before it ever reaches
here."
In addition to t.his factor, ap-

proximately 5,000,000 acre feet
must be f.ed into Imperial valley
each year for domestic and: irriga-
tion purposes, whether any power
is generated 01' not, and :tQlis
amount must b{' deducted from
the flow the first year as water
that is' stored, The Imperial water
can be used for generation of pow-
er after the reservoir is built up
but not until then.
If the flow of water for the next

three years should approximate
that of 1934, there would be no
power generated, for all the water
would have to Ibe sent into the

! Imperial valley for their use. Underi cel·tain other conditions the flow



..
for ,t.he next.' ;t;hree or four years
could be sufficient to start gen-
era ting power, but not enougir, to
fill the reservoir to the point
where the 1,250,000,000 kilowatt
hours of firm power necessary to
the operation of the original con-
tracts, is available,

If the latter should happen, it is
f'earedthat under the terms of the

;"interim contracts" the city of Lad I
Angeles and the Southern Sierras
Power company would have power
at the half rmill rate during this
period, whdle Nevada and Arizona
would. be unable to obtain any of
the power except by purchase from
either of these agencies, at an in-
creased rate,

And so Ed W. Clark, Clark coun-
ty's veteran Colorado River' Com-
missioner, has moved in to deter-
mine just. what it's a.l] about, and
has wired Commissioner Mead for

I



.a statement, as to Nevadas' posi-
tion.
"N evada will be ready to use

some of ,this power as soon as it's
available," Clark points out, "and
lam sure there is some orovision
in these interim contract; to tak'~
care of us."
Clark said so far as he had been

advised Nevada had never been

-~[msultedon the question, or eveIli
advised that any interim contracts
were ~j-ei?:plated'. ...=-
. According to inform~tlO11!lvaH-1
able here, these contracts must be
signed by November 15.
Bureau of' reclamation officials

expect the first power to be ready'
for delivery late in 1935 or early
in 1936.


