}”3,000 Men Toil Dayand Night at Hbover Dam Site

The center view above shows Black Canyon just below the dam site, with roads to
the river bottom. Left—a drilling crew in one of the 4 diversion tunnels. Right—
a truck load of workers leaving Boulder City for the 9-mile trip to the dam site.

HE T7-year job of building the

Hoover Dam on the Colorado

River is well under way. Since
hey began moving in last March, Six
“ompanies, Inc.,, who are doing this
49,000,000 con sfruction chore for Un-
le  Sain's Bureau of Reelamation,
3ve i:’:: 3 for~nod the solitude of
Jlack Caryon into a beehive of activ-
by
On sleping ground; 2,900 feet higher
han the river bottom, the govern=
ncrt’s  model municipality, Boulder
Jity, is taking form. All told, $2,000,-
G0 will be spent there, not to mention
706,000 worth of buildings erected by
hs contractor svhich will be razed
vhen the dam iz finished.

Iranch Railroad Built

Boulder City is 23 miles from Las
y2zas, Nev., on the main line of the
Jnion Pacific system from Salt Lake
0 Los Angeles. A branch railroad
as been built to Boulder City and a
urfaced Righway over which a con-
ant stream of irsiiic pours.

From Boulder City to the Canyon
ottom, ¢ mms hy airjine, a network

of highways has becn hullt to give
access to the many points of work.
Four hundred men occupy 2 cluster
of frame buildings on the river's edge,
but the main body of workmen live in
Boulder Cify. They are hauled fo
and from their labors in trucks.

Down in the canyon the major ac-
tivity is the driving of the four 57-foot
diameter tunnels which will carry the
river water throngh the rock walls
while the dam 1s being built. Mod-
ern high-speed Ingersoll-Rand rock
drills are biting away at. the rock
faces 24 hours a day.

Wlany Dmllers Working

To speed up the tunnel operations,
openings have been driven into the
canyon sides near the center points
of the tunnel lines. These permit drill-
ing erews to work both ways from the
middle as well as from the two ends.

The tunnels are first driven through
in small size, after which they will he
enlarged to full diameter. A total of
more than 16,000 linear feet of these
large tunnels #ill be hored.  They will
bha capable of carrying 200,000 cubic
feet of water a second, an amount

equal to the greatest flood on record
in the Colorado River.
It will be seme time in 1933 before

the river can be diverted through the
tunnels and actual worlk started on
the construction of the conercte dam
which will rise 580 feet above the pres-
ent river surface,
Varied Tasks Invelved

Meanwhile, much preparatery work
for the later phases of the undertak-
ing is in - progress. More than 100

“‘scalers’ suspended on ropes are
arxumg and bilasting away loose and
insecure rocks from the nearly ver-
tical canyon walls above the dam site.

More than 21 miles of railroad are
being constructed, sites are being
made ready for the gravel washing
and concrete mixing plants, and a
multitude of other -essential ‘opera-
tions are being carried on. . Nearls
3,000 men are engaged in this record
breaking project which will tame the
West's  wildest  fiver, ' conwvert ‘it
energy into. electric power, remov:
the flood menace in the country bs
dow, and make available an dnnua
‘supply of irrigating water for hun:
dreds of _thot.,sands of acres of land:



