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"Columbus discovered America on

~'k- Octoblir 12. THat happens to be
i!.I'- my birthday, and it is my amble

tton to have the Colorado River
hi-discover a. new course for itself
an at Black Canyon on that day."
al- That is what Frank T. Orowe,

superintendent of construction tlft
e Boulder Dam, said today ills 118
se watched the crews at work lining
s with concrete the great diV'ersi01l.

tunnels that will be the ColOrado'iJ
- ."new course," in order that the
t great dam may be built where the
le flood flows now.
e DIVERSION DAM SLATE)).
f Crowe expects to have No.3 and

NO.4 tunnels, on the: Arizona side,
lined and ready fOr USI!' by early
October. In the meantime, when
the present flMd passes and 16w
water stage is reached he will bs
constructing a doverstng dam, just
below the upper ends of the tun-
nels.
This diversion dam is not ta be

confused with the stronger and
higher coffer dam hat will be built
by running a trestle bridge acr(')S!I
the river and dumping stone, with
height kept uniform as this tempo-
rary dam rises. Gradually and un-
derstandingly, the river'S low-stage
flow will be turned into the twe
tunnels. Crowe confidently expeet8
that October 12 all the river Will
be going through tM tunnels.
Just as soon as this end is ae-

complished, work on the coffer dam
will begin. This dam must be in.
strong enough and high enough te
divert next year's flood through the
tunnels When it comes in May and
June with the melting of snows.,
The four will be able to take care
of ~OO,OOO sMond f6H.
SILl' TO :BE r:aO:BLEM.
Construction men have 'Wondered.

how the Six Companies, Il\e.,
Boulder Dam contractors, will
handle tM huge mass of silt that
must be excavated for the dam'"
foundation. Wet silt will "creep"
and fill the hole as fast as it is
scooped out.
Crowe and the directors and en-

gineers. of the contracting corpora-
tion have figured Out a. way. They

, will handle the silt dry-that is, dry
enough.

"We will sink two shafts in the
canyon walls, one on either side,
drIve tunnels under the river bed
from them and run shafts from
.them up Into the sUt. We will put.
pumps to work, with engines
placed back In the canyon walls,
sale ftilm falling rook as it is
scaled from the walls in prepare
ing the dam .. We are conftdenf
we can dry out the silt to the
stage that it will handle to befit
advantage," Crowe said today.
Ht1GE DA!I Oli' EARl'H.
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foundation. Wet silt will "creep"
and fill the hole ilS fast as it is
scooped out.
Crowe and the directors arid en-

gineers. Of the contracting corpora-
tion have figured out away. They
will handle the silt dry-s-that is, dry
enough.

"We will sink two shafts in th~
cany-on walls, one on either side,
drive ttlhhels under tHe river bed
from them and run shafts from
.them up into the sllt; We will put.
pumps to work, with engines'
placed back in the cany-o:tt ,,(ItUs,
sale from fltHing rock as it is
scaled from the walls in prepar-
ing .the dam ... We are conlidMt
we can dry out the silt to the
stage that it Will handle to best
advantage," Crowe said today.
HVGE DAM OF EARTH.
The caffer dam Will be It hug~

earth darn, with its upstream face
coveted With slabs of concrete, It
will be built as speedily as floss'ibl8
after the river is diverted into th&
tunnels in October, It will go in
just below. ths temporary, low-stage
diversion dam, and must be vir-
tually .watertight. The purpose of.
the coffer dam is to do fOr the larg-
est flood What the first, make-shift
diversion dam will do fOr the river
at low stage. That is, it must turn
the river through the tunnels and
keep the dam site dry.
Just now the river 1i! at spring

high stage, Iii the middle of th .•
week 90,000 second fMt was run-
rting swiftly through :Slack Canyon,
With much driftWood On Its muddy
surface.
But it was no menace to the tun-

nels, for arch dams Of concrete haa
been erected at the tunnels' el'lds.
From the tops of these dams ra:Mp!i
lead down into the tunnels. CrMillil
WOrked §tMdily at concreting th8
giant tunMls-lifty 'feEit in diam-
eter after being Itned=-wtth tunne]
floors on Which they workMfrom
20 to 30 feet below tM surface of
the flood that roared down the ean-
yon.
The flood menaces only the

trestle bridge, seven miles up the
river, on which gravel for concrete
is hauled from the Arizona side. If
the bridge gOes Out, there is plenty
Of gravel piled in reserve, 50 there
.will be no stoppage Of work.


