Man Who Conquered Colorado
Rapids, Sees Trouble for Party

SAN FRANCISCO, July 1.
(UP)—James Hogue, 70, retired
railroad man, today predicted
“unimaginable = difficulties’. for
the party of two women and four
men Now atpém ting to n{egotxate
the rapids /and anyonsi of the
Colorado river.

Hogue said that) 49 years agb
he was the younge§t member of

an expedition which\traveled ap-
proximately 300 milds down the
Colorado to Diamond creek be-
low Grand Canyon without the
loss of any of its 12 members.

“We ‘were only ' interested in
surveying ' the Colorado with the
idea of running a water level
railroad along its banks,” Hogue

said. “Our boats Were built with
oak ribs every six inches and ten
water-tight eompartments. One
~ided in <7lintére and another
had to be shortened after a
crash.” 4

The wind and cold was terrific
during the entire trip, Hogue said.
Waves were sometimes eight and
10 feet high in Marble and Grand

‘Canyon. Once after a heavy rain

the boats were swept along for
miles.

“Judging from what I read,”
Hogue said, “the present expedi-
tion seems thoroughly unplanned.
They are going-to have more dif-
ficulties than they ever imagined,
but I hope they get through all
right.” *



