Committee Named To Iron Qut
Callforma Power Plea Dispute

| CANYON HO
- Park, Aug. 3.—(U ) — The four
‘day Colorado [Rjver conferen
‘closed here laté last night™with
the appointment of a seven state,
sixteen man committee, to iron
out the differences between the
upper states and southern Cali-
fornia, as its chief accomplish-
ment.

The committee was to go into
the question of Boulder dam pow-
er rates and contributions to an
upper state development fund,
and attempt to find a middle
ground upon which all parties
could agree.

‘The governors of the upper ba-
sin states, who sponsored the ses-
sion, all expressed confidence
‘that an agreement will soon be
reached whereby all seven states
can support proposed legislation
for reduction in- the . price of
Boulder dam power as requested
by Los Angeles.

The conference adopted in a
general way, a plan for compre-
hensive development of the river
resources, including  proposals
from each of the upper states,
and .decided to cooperate in ob-
taining additional funds for im-
portant surveys being made by
the bureau of reclamation and
other federal agencies.

" Commissioner of Reclamation
John.C. Page urged that the ba-
sin be considered as a whole and
that uses of water other than ir-
rigation and power be included
in the program; eciting recreation
as one. of the additional uses.

The appointment of the seven

state committee was the peace-|
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Mometdy night;y, at which repre-
(_sentatlves of the bureau of water
and power—of Los Angeles re-
fused to listen to the proposal of
the upper states that they re-
ceive $1,000,000 a year from pow-
er revenues to establish a devel-
opment fund. Arizona and Ne-
vada also refused to approve the
counter offer:

The original proposal of Cali-
fornia, rejected by the upper ba-
sin states, included a reduction
of the rate on firm power at
Boulder dam from 1.63 mills to
1 mill per kilowatt hour and con-
tribution of $400,000 annually to
a basin development fund over
the 50-year amortization period.

In the counter proposal, the up-
per states agreed to a reduction
in the power rate from 1.63 mills
to 1.30 mills, provided the south-
ern California powet contractors
would pay $1,000,000 a year into
the development fund.

E. F. Scattergood, manager of
the bureau of power and light,
told the session that Boulder dam
power is now costing Los An-
geles more than power generated
by steam in their southern Cali-
fornia units. He also challenged
statements of upper basin en-
gineers that Boulder dam power
is cheaper than T. V. A. or Bon-
neville.

Each state was accorded two
members on the committee and
the bureau of power and light
and the Metropolitan Water Dis-
trict of Los Angeles one each.

Nevada's representatives are

A. M. Smith and C. F. DeArmond,
both members of the Colorado

ful aftermath of a stormy session ! river commission.



