TURBULENCE OF
COLORADO THOT
INCREASED BY
BEAVY STORMS

Veteran Rlvermeh Beheve
~ Six Persons May Be In
Danger of Degth

AT FLOOD STAGE
Added Water Will Make

River Hard to Navigate
Say Vet Observers

GRAND QAWYON Avriz.
June 36. (UP)»«Vetemn riv-
ermen, who have watched the
vagaries of the Colorado over
a pericd of many years, today
expressed theé: fear that (he
two women and four men of
the scientific  expedition ate
tempting to shoet therriver
rapids have met disaster. '

The rivermen declare that
the heavy rains in the Colo-
rado river basin have brot the
stream to flood stage, and that
the party, unless it has taken
to whatever haven of-safety
is available;: probably has met
| with disaster. -

Lee Basford, who has been on
the ‘river for. the past 35 -years,
and haS seen all of the recent at-
tempts to conguer the “stream,
declared today that: “The river
is always dangerous even when
it’s. at .low ‘stage’” Now" with “the
floods coming down the stream,
it’s a mighty tough break for
that expedition.

“I WON’T SAY that they pirob-
ably have met with dlsaster but
if they haven’t they can’ thank
their lucky stars for a miracle.”

The two women and foutr: men
started their pemlous Jou*rney on
i June 20, with the ‘expéctation of
1eachmg Lee’s Ferry on July 4.
' What: happens to them from now
‘until the Fourth miay never be
known, because there is no com-
munication available bétween the
party and the outside world.

THEIR DESTINATION is Boul-
der lake behirtd Boulder dam
and between them lays a water
route which has claimed the lives
of a score of the hardlest adven—
turers. :

In the party are Elzada Colvel
40, and Lois Jotter, 25, women
botanists “of! “the Univei‘sity of
Michigan; Eugene Atkinson, Uni-
versity of Michigan zoologist;
Don Harris, U. S. geological sur-
vey agent; W. C. Gibson, San
Francisco artist - photographer,
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and Norman D. Neville, a guide
from Mexican Hat, Utah.

THE TWO WOMEN have beéen
undaunted by the fact that all
the women who have tried the
wild rapids of the river either
were killed or disappeared. The
last woman to try, Mrs. Glenn
R. Hyde, was lost with her hus-
band ten years ago.

The route is through one of
the world’s deepest canyons. At
many spots jagged heights loom
on ‘each side and the river
hemmed in by perpendicular
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cliffs, becomes a roaring torrent.
THE TWO BOATS, each fifteen

feet long, were built especially
for the trip.
sides their scientific work, will
do the cooking."

The last successful trlp was
made by “Buzz” Holmstrom, a
Coquille, Oregon, filling statlon
operator, who realized a life’s am-
bition in shooting the rapids. He
came across remainders of par-
ties who had failed to come out
of the canyon. He made the trip
alone but has said that he would
not try it again.
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