
-
ILEGISLATIO N \ ON
FOUR IMPORTANT
iLINES PLANNEQ
t BY .NEVADA MAN
ISchools, Suffrage, Taxa-
I tion and Nevada Law
I Enforcement Included
I "

ITO PRESENT BILLS
Program IsResult of An
Intensive Study of the ~
Condition at Dam
WASH., Dec. 13. "(Special)
Legislation along four important
lines affecting vital matters of
policy in connection . with the
conduct (If the Boulder" Dam
reservation created by the'
United States government last
May, will be presented to COil-
gress for immediate action by'
L. Oddie, it was revealed today'.
United States Senator Tasker
The Nevada senator, outlining

his program, said his efforts would
be directed toward the following
four major objectives:
1. To provide for constructton ~.
and maintenance' of adequate
school and recreational facili-
ties~on"the reservation.
2. To establish definitely the
rights of qualified residents on
the reservation to vote."
il.' 'I'o .~ii1?owel' the state and
county to- assess private prop-
erty for purposes-oftaxation,
4. To extend the Nevada labor,
safety, "and industrial insur-
ance laws to the reservation ..



This progr , the Nevada sena-
tor declares, h -been worked out
following 1l. comprehensive study
of the conditions actually existing
made during the summer and fall
months of this year, conferences
with reclamation bureau and Six
Companies- officials and officials
o~ the state government.
"Af'ter investigating conditions

relating to the Hoover Dam enter-
prise," 'Senator Oddie says, "J
find that the relations between the
Government and the people and in-
dustries in this section of the state
can be materially improved by
amendments to the law under which
these operations are being con-
ducted, in order that certain er-
rors and omissions in the law can
be corrected and the department
relieved of the difficulty of in-

I terpreting some of its uncertain
I portions .:

"I am in accord wi th the policy
regarding the establishment of a
Federal reservation under control
of the interior department in or-
der that the work may be conduct-
ed in an efficient and orderly man-
ner with the necessary protection
to the operations and to those con-
ducting them.
"I find considerable uncertainty

existing regarding the question of
exemption 01' nonexemption of per-
sonal property and industry within
the reservation, including Boulder
City, from state and county taxa-
,tion. The exemption of this proper-
ty from such taxation will deprive
the state and county of moneys to
which they are entitled. It will
create a condition under which
business and industry within the
reservation will be subsidized by
the government, and because of
the advantage gained thereby they
will be brought in unfair compet.i-
tion with those conducted in Las
Vegas and other places outside the
reservation where property is
subjected to taxation. It will also
throw an extra burden on the Las

I Vegas schools, which' are educat-
((-;nntlnllAfl nn PRP"A '1''tVn} .
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ing numbers of the children fromI the reservation, without receiving
I any compensation therefor. The
[ Oomptroller General has ruled
that EO part of the Hoover Dam

I funds can be used for educational

I
and recreational purposes. In an
enterprise of the importance. and
size of this one adequate educa-

I
tioual and recreational facilities

. should be provided. They should
be a necessary part of the enter-

Iprise itself.
, "The city of Las Vegas is en-I titled to special consideration in
I connection with the Hoover Dam
"enterprise. Its citizens have worked
hard for many years in assisting
,in the creation of this enterprise
'I and in carrying it to a successful
conclusion. They are carrying a

I heavy burden financially in caring
for the large number of unemploy-
ed without means who have come
to the city-looking for work on
the Hoover Dam enterprise. .

I "Some provision should be made

I'similar to that existing in some of
the national parks, by which a
: commissioner is appointed to serve
Iwithin the reservation with powerI to bind over to the district COUl't
I and also to impose sentence in
I cases of minor infractions of law.I "Another unfortunate condition
1 existing is the uncertainty of the
I residents within the reservation as

I to their right to vote. To deprive
them of this right will be un-I American- and wrong, and espe-
cially as a large number of Amcri-

I can citizens are employed on this
r project, over 40 per cent of whomI are ex-service men. Proper steps

I should be taken that will, guaran-
tee to all citizens residing within

I the reservation their right to vote.

I
"I propose to introduce legisla-

tion which will correct these errors

I
and omissions in the law and oth-
ers that may exist." the Senator
concluded.

I
Senator Oddie revealed C01:1'eS-

pondence with Governor Balzar
1 relative to the proposed leg isla-
; tion, in which the Nevada chief
I executive says in part: .

I "I fully concur with your pro-
gram. May I suggest also, however,
: the desirability, if amendments to
: the Boulder Canyon project act
are pruposed, to add provision al-
l lowing the state to enforce its
'safety and industrial insurance

l
laws within thc bounds of the
federal reservation.
"The Six Companies have caus-

ed an injunction to be served upon

I
state mine inspector Stinson re-
straining him f'rom enforcing mine
inspection laws, and the matter IS

to be heard in the United States
district court at an early date.
County assessor Devinney of Clark
County has been served with a like
injunction issued out of the feder-
al court prohibiting him from at-
tempting to assess privately: owned
property or from attempting to
collect poll taxes' within the,
bounds of the reservation.
"It 1S qunte patent that con-

gressional action should bo .had in
the matter at the earliest possible
moment, because under the term.>'
of the restraining order no enforce-

I

men~ of the State labol~ Jaws are Imany others sanctioned by lOng"
p?~s!ble, nor. any inspection of con- practice. The comptroller general
diticns 100kH~g to the safeguard- l' .
ing of lives, ! has held that funds appropriated
"You are no doubt aware that Iand now available may be used for.

~1~re than a ,d~zen fatalities}av~ I co~struetion of certain school
a!leady occured on the Ar-izona buildincs and such construction is
side, due, so I am advised by In- ':' ' .
specter Stinson, to a Jack of super- now being undertaken. Instructions
vision and inspection as to the have been issued that this work be
safe~y. of men and proper working expedited in every possible way.
conditions. , "I have no objection to residents

':qn the contrary, but two fa- lof the reservation being permitted
talities have happened on the I to vote, although my information
Nevada SIde, although there are is that this is a departure from
more than five times as many em- the usual practice incident to rc-
ployees on our side of the line, due servations over which exclusive
to the close inspection and enforce- jurisdiction is exercised by the
ment of our safety laws. United 'States. Many of the resi-
"I know of no reason why speci- dents' of the reservations because

fic legislatio!l, ShOl\ld not be en- of the nature of their employment,
act.ed author izing tne States. of are, and will be, temporary, and
Arizona and Nevada to enforce many of them probably will not
the State laws for the prote-ction reside on the reservation for a suf-
of labor, for their. industrial pro- ficient length of time to qualify
tcction, and allowing the States as, electors under the State laws.
t.o assess. privately owned property "I am advised that two separate
found within the bounds of such suits are now pending in the Unit-
reservation, and givmg the States ed States District Court f'or the
authority to enter t;p~n' the !eSel'- District of Nevada by the Six
vatio n a~ any and all times WIthout Companies-one against the asses-
let or hindrance. SOl' of Clark county and the other
"I will be glad to keep you ad- against the State inspector of

vised of the progress of litigation, Imines, affecting provisions (3) and
but hope that the necessary , (4). The departmentof Justice, on
amending" legislation can be enact-Il'ecommendation of this 'depart-
cd which will take the cnt.iro mat- 11;lent, has instructed the Uni~ed
tel' out of the hands of the COUi'tI States attornev for Nevada to w-
and give the States the right to en- [I vestigatc the situation and to take
force then' laws. ,such action as may be found nee-
"If the hands of the states are I essary to protect the rights and

to be tied by injunction pending i interests of the United States. Ad-
hearings in court, appeals from 'I ditional legislation at this time
decisions at the convenience of in- iWould tl1rnrence-n·ot-onl-v-ffl-f'-''';'''cWI....-...J
terested atorncys, awaiti.ng judg-" and obligations of the United
merits in the matter, one can be' States but those also of the con-
very sure that the entire Boulder, tractor. It occurs to me that it
Canyon project will be completed Imight be advisable to withhold ac ..
before a final decision is rendered i tien on the matter of further legis-
by the courts," the governor's let- : lation until the United States at-
tel' concludes. tcrney has completed his investi-
Secretary Ray Layman Wilbur, gation and the Attorney General

of the department of interior in has advised this department of the
discussing the proposed legislation action considered necessary in COIl-
WIth the Nevada senator by letter, ncction with the pending Iitirra-
declares "I am wholly in accord: tion. The two interpendent m~t-
with the first section of your j)1'0- I tel's could then be better correlat-
posed legislation. i't:~gal'd!n:'gestab- I cd. .
lishment an~l. maintenance of j "I deeply aprcciatc your prof-
schools, and It IS the c intention tol'I'fe,l'ed corporntion, of which I shall
suggest incorporation of your be glad to take advantage when
proposed legislation in the up- i the situation has been clarified to
propriation act for 1933, provision !3uch an extent that the attitude
glVll1g the necessary authority inll properly to be taken by this de-
t~i? respect. This would be a prO-I' partrnent can be more clearly de-
VISIOnsubstantially in accord with fined."
1M' •• ':;;;:;;Wu 11II •• -----.-


