
iEVIDEN~E TAKENI
!IN WAGE DEBATEi

AT BOULDER CI
Representatives From
Different Communi tie
Testify

Rep senjatives, of organized
~lab' O'J1Cjpqtder .City, Las
Veg s, O'SAbteles ann Phoe-
nix at ered in the first-named
city es erday to' give evidence
they ope will result in estab-
lishm nt of a higher wage on
all Boulder dam working's and
substantiate a similar rate of
pay O'n the $250,000 highway
from Overton to' BO'ulder' lake
in the Recreational area.
At the outset of the hearing

Vahan Moushegian, special rep-
resentative of the-federal depart-
ment of labor, made it clear that
neW.as not present in the role
)f "conciliator" or "arbitrator"
out as a fact-finder for the bureau
)f public .roads and the secretary
f interior. [
IN EXp~AIN~NG his interpre-

'ation o~ the .'~prevailing wag~" I
vloushegian said It was based If I'
?ossible "on the prevailing wage I
oaid., to a majority of crafts in I
.he particular locality under con-I.'
iideration." .!~
"If- no majority exists, then it;

s the wage paid to thirty per I .
;?!h't of the crafts. Where this I I
Ices .not exist, the average wage I·
oaid is taken," he said. : I' \
Type .of evidence accepted" to 1

substantiate wage rates, he dIVId- II
ad into two sections. First, wages i
paid on comparative projects and. r
second, union agreements with I r
contractors in that. area. ! '
His purpose was two-fold, he I 0

explained. First, he was to de- I q
termine the prevailing rates in, 0
, ighway construction in this area, : r
for application to the Overton-I'
Boulder lake project. 'This de- c
termination will be made within! t
the department of labor and will i r
be binding on the bureau of pub- ! '\
'lie roads in. awarding the con-, (
tract.' I}



SECONDLY, HE had been re-
quested by Secretary Ickes to in-
vestigate the wages being paid
on heavy construction work sim-
ilar in nature to Boulder dam.
The request was the outgrowth
,of the controversy arising follow-
1 ing the acceptance by the unions
Iof the 40 hour week on the dam
'with a scale of $1.12% an hour
for skilled labor. .
The unions are asking $1.20 an

hour, charging that to cut the
weekly wage is in violation of

I
the. administration's policy of I
spreading employment by reduc-

i ing the number of hours without
I cutting the weekly wage.

I
In this instance, Moushegian

explained, the report of the hear-
ing will be turned over to the

I secretary for his guidance in set-
tling the dispute.
I First witness was L. A. Parker,I of Los Angeles, business agent for·
the hoisting and highway sngin-

; leers who presented the scale pre-, Ivailing in his terr itogy, exhibit-

l
ing contracts to substantiate each. I

_ His scale called for the follow- I
1 ,ing rates: concrete mixer oper- i
_Iator, $1.l2Y2 to $1.25 an v hour ;«
e! compressor operator $1.12%; 1
',. !crane operator $1.~5; drag line op-

If erator $1.50; elevating grader'
operator $1.12%; fireman 90c; Le-I

- Tourneau operator $1.12%; mo-

J !tor patrol operator $1.12%; oiler 1
j--90c;power shovel operator $1.50;.
1 tractor operator $1.12%; cableway, Ioperator $1.50; air compressor op-
i erator $1.12112; asphalt plant op- I
I'erator $1.50; concrete and gravel I

fl. . plant operator $1.12Y2,
v i HE SAID this scale is in effect J.
s on all public works in southern 11

r California and on Grand Coulee, I
- :Bonneville and Horse Mesa dams. It
1 The Arizona state scale is even ~
- higher, he said,explaining that i
c although the rates at Parker dami!
{ are lower, negotiations' are now i (
- in progress seeking to establish I

a higher rate. l '
,I The present hourly wage' for ~s
I skilled labor at Parker, he .ex- I
. plained, is $1.15. I r

Parker said the dispute be- f
i tween the crafts he represented
: »nd the bureau of reclamation was
that when the 40 hour week had t
,been accepted the weekly wage, t

• ! was reduced. He said his group' 1
(Connnueo on page three) :



-''':E~via.e"~fice''1,mien ;~~·~G:~d:;rin~e~rg~~~a~~d' t11e'-
'. . ' .E. C; Brown of 'the' bureau of

, 1" ~,.'",,~ public roads substantiated ritz- ,
desired$~$ 'fo; the. 40 hour week, g¢rald's ,wage.r~,t~ .determmation,
.. HUSTONMIJ,LS, a,ssit'tGlntstat~ng that it represents tf:l,~;$c.a~17
,state highway engineer,t~s~ifteQ. now being paid, in; this area, .\(,;1

that prior .to the pas.s;3.ge"of the \rCLAUDE ,MACKJjJ.Y, Wf'A di-J
Farndale act, the highway, d~~ recton said he ha'd1been ,inst'ru~t-
partl]:lent"and .bl~reau .01, public ed t~YWa:shingtqrt.' to. :~tt~tlq::~pe ,
},oadshad, ~€terl1).medwa~e,~cale,s. :p~ar,i;pg.,but -that.: he' ,~a~Jl,tyle
on a~l j:lroJ€:ct~,but th,atno'f tl;le tOR~ter m.thew"ay uf ,evIjien€e.,
~'t.b.'·.o.r,c.0~ missioner m'.akes"th.e d(i\o '1.' ":T'he .po,:t(cy.:.,.~fth..e WP'f'- ..' i. s f~'
cerm,mat~?~, ..;, pay. tpe pr~vmlmgJiourlY-l",:,age,.
; .At, ;th~·:re''luest of the referee, )re' exp)ain€cL ',"Fhat was ,set at:1
l,YIiHs.'....submitted payr ..oll reports '.$.•.1.'an.. ',h.'O.ui',fa.~,,~k'fIl~dlal;Jp.,r:<i'bOilt
on the Las yegas underpass and 'l~' <rn9P~hs ,Cigp;;all9-.'there 'I~,as
APex;hlgh\¥ay:proJec.t~, aJ?-dstat- lieer;iJl;O~,<:Idjlf,stmen,t~l?i~,c~dflrt).}e.
led' that thee Glendale proJect, re- i.'e~~ahthat~ we are,' not employ-I

I
ce.l}.t1..y..•.'.' con...t.ra..c.ted. f.or c?l)tamed .. 1.'. n..~ ,.any .s..luued" w...ork.rne.,n-::--.they Ithezate of,.wages estab~l~hed by aU, have jobs,",' .. ' ,,'
Fitzgerald as the prevailing .rate ;;;J.. ' J. F'itzgenilcf: .state labor
ljete,.,' .;';, " ··(·cornm~ssip.!)er, followed with !,an,

~. ' sHe sa idvthe same sca~e;w~uld extended discus~io.n of th,,:' pre-
. be included: in the spec~fIcatIOlls vailing wage set-up details of

'. .~--'-' ", . 'which are .carried irianother. col-
'umn of this .issue. . : - .. .
j, s. Hardwick, head of the

Arizona department .of labor was
sworn and submitted the Arrzona
-scale ' fo.r "p.Ub.lie'wor.ks ,.~d9P~edI
'by the state highway commission-
on July' 12' of this yea,r...
.' T,~ESF;.'~R~T¥,Sca.ll.fp~~tnefo1,-j
10wWg,h?W1j',. y:age:.li?~fc;~laye.r~,
..$1,50; ,b,rI~klayer .·ljelp~;r:~~7:Wi,e;
t, plasters " $'J.~O; i .;cement.>: fintsh'e,r
41.25; .~ra~totbp,er,fiip,ri tO~'hqr$e-
ppwef !l9·C;:fifty.pof'~~po\V;e!!.$1..25;
G.a,te,tpH~ar;·6~el:'at8'~.'.30."5.o,.};J(:<B.
;$1.00;',flfty,Mr;~ep0wer ',!lnp.,.up
'$1.25;\ b'rt;l,~.:p,iiint,erJl:00 ;i'Sl?F~Y.
p.ainter;$.b?$,;.ironwork~r $J;25;
)::iggeJ:;s,,$1;:-2.9;-.truck,:d,ri\'e.:r:s-;l%
[ton .5 yard tr)l~k,' 68%c..over .JI/2
.ton, .5 ,Ya'rd;':75c;'7-8 :yard;Jr)icks,
8'~C;?-12yarg'"truc}{s $1.00;trl;l,Ck-
driver helper,;,65c;, teat:tste;~,~~-
l.liIle,. ~65c;.'teamster' 4~lme'f,75c;;
bliiidozer" o:p'eijitor'. $'l.Z5;.,~Dtor
.:g,rad~ioperfit9:r $.1.00; rno}o:r.;pa-
. troy pper;3.:tot'$1\2~;shovel opera-
.tor;$~·~Q;},~t¥~.her:.9}i>erato~$J~.l~1f2
f9' ~;l,~~j,.wNc,le~',~J,;32)h;t:n13;chm"
j~ts~$l,;~O:I?aG~m.l.sthelper, ~7Y~c;.
pow<te}.]n.en;'$.LOp;, bla~kwn.lth
•,$);~,O;pll!JXlPe:rs.$,1,25j~h~e~);ne~al.
·Wp~J"er~ ii" .~$l;!2y,?~· 'Ciu'penters

I:f$1.~,2.M.2;.eleptrlCl<:ln$q2~y2i ',J-a
.'';r'ourneau operators. $1.25,



·,,' THESE~RA.TE~ ar~ being' kJaid.1'

'(mtheh@iway,cQ~tracts,'now l{l1- !
~der canstructionJl)"'Mcihave,\edun-
ty;. Arizona 'heexpli'lin'ed, ;these
.being 'adjacent' to.Baulder ;dam.'
I.He. sal.'.dthe! ,a.,r. eal. s.a. b..ei,n..g....:P~~d\
; '9I,l the varIO,US,darn praj'eqts in
'.',Arizona. ,'. . .. 'l
: . Cotton 'Murray; T.,f,lpreseniingi.h.e I

I
Phaenix, :JBuil~Hn~Trades ,Council,

I offered m:~Y,lde~ce:,,~antrC\cts be-
tween Vflq<:lUS.: unlonsi.and the
-Arizona state contractorsassocia-

rt. Ian. Sheowing ".tl:r~t the:. 'Arizona ,[I
t wage scale IS '.being. paid. an a.11r~work Ill:.that- stflte,'.. ,.,., I

W. A, qray', representing the I
Phoenix local :aioperating '2n-1
gineers tes.~ifjed,th.at~the ~A,lj~z.al)9l~

I scale is tPl'ling, paid, an' qighway ~
projects ill·,Mahirvecaunty,

'1 ' R<:lgl)al~. Fyhen . appeared . as
repr,es~nt,a,tiv,e,of"the metal trades
, derartme~t,df the Americari Fed-
I.eratian of,'jL'aQor;·.the machinists" I

'fed~ra,llabor ..unionand state fed-
'..eration of .Iabor. . .
;, He caiied attenticnfo the Ari-
,zona wage~c~ie ;~n~the ratesbe-
ing .paid-x by .Westinghouse and

:.'General;; Electri~"Companies an
-l.Boulder dam, to: substantiate his,
..•.claim that, the ~killE!d crafts he
:T.~pr~sen}.s; 's.ha.u..•.J.d., ..r.e,c,e.iv,e the

j
, $1.20, an, haur"j, ;, " ."

.: HE S.AIJ>. thattbe two. .large ]
,e~Eftric ,j4e.ancel"ns' ,are Paying J
'imor.e,t·th<J,n.$1.'20 an, hour ,on, <;l
~0nthly"basis"~nd thabthf J)'t;lr-

f~.aU of reelamation-on the' instal-
i~,a:t,iari'af,e...l.:=ctrica.~·eqUipme.r:tnow
Igamg·op,}S paymg. at .the rate
!6'! $l)WI? an ajmonthly basis,
, He pointed aut that-the-skilled
w~.rker$-,~l1aw employed' receive
"no. 'annuaj.Ieave, no sick+leave,
no ald-ag~~ benefits," He .said that ,
the r.ate;pf paylat Fort-Peck and]
Grandc'0l1lee da1l'j.,is h~$e[~~~p'
~t, Bautc,l,~r ansi that; the $-1:15':
an. hauR il?k~l1eg,rate at Parker:
is under protest.z '.." .
The present I1atE;!at Boulder,' he

describei;t/as ai'/hangayer" from
the PWj\. schedule ~,stabU:Sh.ed
'several\>y~ar:s' Clgp, -' ,
'. HeexNlain:efhat' lei;lgt).1. the

-. .~' \



manner in wrhch the 40. hour
week proposal 'was accepted by
fhe workers, stating that the un-,
ions-agreed to the $1.10. scale set
under the :misapprehension that
tJ~ey h~Q.,.to choose on,eof three
PfoPos:ll~sl,lbmjtted. 'iI'pe present
~.qale, .he ' declared, W;lS .a~(;ept~d
);(riderprotl'lSt. r. ,., .

, ; THE ,,['4POlt leader said the
rate:JorLsWilled Iabor. should i be
$9..20. :ap .hour made retroactive
10J;,uJY',)/when thevpresent scale
was adopted.' "
He then . entered a protest

against me)l. being forced to work
overtime and vthen .required to
~aiY .off wl)'at.~v'erextra time. they
put iri.. He' aJ$O called ,at~~nHo}).
to the present method of change-I shifts which 'heisaid 'was not in I
}$:eeping 'With .union .precepts. I
~Hie'8,sl~ed, that, some method

9f ,;SeWing "s,uch -disputes be set
up, and also insisted that over-
time rates' of. pay be made to
conform. to union standards in-
stead o.f being set at "straight
time." .:
Ih c1o~ing;Fyhen urged tl)at

the equality, of wage rates now
existing among the various metals
trades be continued ..

T. D. ':I3E1,'TSappearing for .the

(
ele.·ctric'al.. wor,kers""offeredevi-
4~1~ceJl).at 'the olel contrasts now'

1

m' existence between hIS craft
a.naeriipi6yers,callfor $1.25, an:
~94~, f9~'j'01,ltri~ymen,el~ctrici;l'ns,
and 75c an-hour forhelpers. New
eorib:atts, call for '$1.'37V; for.jour-:
i),e-ymen' apd 85c. for helpers. The
~a~e .oQ·B6uldet dam is .$1.12%
and 771/zc.he said contending Jhat
the $1.371/:irate should be adopted
there. ' '
He-il1so protested against the

present overtime system' on the
darn ~and said that despite the fact
that his craft ..had been assured
'there would be no more overtime'
after September I of this year the
practiCe, Was still .foflowed.c :.' '
"Be,tts sa'id the scale . on. Yuma
dam is $1.45, on Parker ~::15, and
',on C6.u~,e;e'$1:25 to$1.37%.,
;AN~HONY SAUNDE,JtS, sec-'
t,etary 'of 'the r Building' 'I'rades
,~p¥l).¢.il and r.epr~s,eIltC!-tiv'eof the'
pla;sterers, "cerrient finishers, carp-
en:tC7rs;bricklayers :,aiid other
,.,ctafts, ~ptrodl;!cE~d, evidence to

IsJ;1owci!t.i,\t truckdri vers were paid
/871/ic a:nhpur.opthe Las. Vegas

I'grammar school and recommend-

.
,ed C\s.~ale;Of.,~.75~ for drivers of
.trucks ; 'with 10.,0.0.0. pound "pay-
load", 85c' for payloads of 10,0.0.0.
t.9 20~DDD and $1.0.0. for those
'above.' ,
He ~aid', the bureau of power

and light is paying unskilled la-.
bar from $5.50 to $6.0.0. a day m{
the .l;l,ousesonstruction now under
way 'in "Boulder City, and that
,ti,.e ;.-vqrkers on the darn are now
[receiving 621!z'cents 'an .hour.

l'Ihis., h.·e,POil1.t.e.d out, goes. back to
.the new-scale set July 1, prior to
which he declared there were ten
classes of unskilled labor' receiv-
ing from $4.0.0. a day to $6.00. a
day.' I

'B,ESAID that the PW A scale
forh::al~penters was $1.0.0. an hour
hut is now considerably higher
and agreed to submitaffidavit:s
to substantiate the contention.
sauridei's urged the adoption of.. ' .... .' ,..,

a rate-or $1.2P"for skilled: labor '
and 7f!.c :(or unskilled., '
.Harry S, Plough representing

the bridge-builders al'ldstructur:al
iron, workers of southerri.Calif'or-
nia, introduced contracts showing
paYIrlent of $1.37% an hour for
his crafts. He said iron workers
pn Parker dam are getting $1.371/2
:~C!-}1driggers $1.15. He held out
i'fPr: $1.371/2 for these crafts on'
'Bouldei=darrr.
"William Har~den of Boulder
City, representing the carpenters,
said that!l5 .per cent of all car- 1

penters in Clark county are un-
ion Then. He said that on a ;re-
cent contract awarded by the bu-.
're~u.pf reclamation OlJ the All-~~-~~-'''~----



American canal, the rate for car:
penters was set at $1.25' an hour.
The rate on Parker Dam is $1.15.
At present on Boulder dam the
wage is $1.12112 and this is the
one adopted by the state labor
.comm issioner in his most recent
set-un,
Ha~nden protested against the II

classifications of "rough carpen-
ter" and "hammer and saw men"
as contained in the highway speci-I
fications.
"A man is either a carpenter or

he isn't," Harnden said. "We
recognize only carpenters and ap-
prentices and request that this
Practice be followed on all public
works."
He was requested to submit the

I apprentice scale of pay and said
he would do so. .
K. D. Hickman, representing

the painters and decorators, said
the rate for his craft on Coulee,
Fort Peck, Seminole and. Bonne-
ville is $1.25 an hour and on Par-
ker darn, $1.20.
The city of Los Angeles is pay-

ingl'$1.00 an hour and living ex-j
penses to the men brought t01
Boulder City from the coast to'l
work on the houses now being I
built there. The prevailing scale I

in Reno is $12.00 a day for six!'
hours, he pointed out, and stated
that local contractors are willing
to pay $1.25 in Las Vegas if the
scale is adopted on Boulder dam.
Be was requested to submit af-

fidavits to substantiate this state-
ment and agreed to do so. He
urged the establishment of the
$1.25 rate on Boulder dam.
Wm. D. Roberts, representing

the Hodcarriers and Common La-
borers, testified that. prior to July
1, common laborers on Boulder
dam were paid from $4.48 to $6.00
a day, but that since then the rate
is $5.00 a day. The reduction
occasioned by the adoption of I'
the 40 hour week and the new
scale, hit the common laborers]
hardest, he said, dropping m'anyi
from $35 a week to $24 a week,i
a situation agairtst which he pro-



tested vigorously. _
He . said the common Iaborers

were not very well represented .
at the hearing on the present wage
scale and while agreeing that the
going rate is 62% cents' an hour
at the moment s,aid that it should
be raised to 75c.
lVIouchegian asked for a list of

highway contractors doing busi-
ness in the state and indicated he
would request their wage scales
as part of the evidence of the
hearing. ,....,v· ou:e. TA\!.,erJ
_ j..I.' I~_H . 1/ jJ?J.. 7.




