
COMMISSIONER IN mation commission, "\vhen it re-

I
' '--pun:s, will advise again~~

OfT, TLINE OF NEW reclamation mor,atoria: ,"It. is most"lJ '. '. encouraging to, find ,.Httle senti-
I, " \; '.' " " ment anywhere f.orcontinuance

P'-AN FO' R' F1IINDC'··of the blan~et· m~ oria," said,L . \U U the commissiefi r. " ut," .he ad-
. d~, "c~nstru tion repayments

--- ~ 'alone Will be i suffi ient to meet
Tells As ociation it 0- he 'requirementriext. yea.r!'.

lion I .Serious ForhWhere the sett rs., during the
'" "ast-fQur .year " have. been re-:West rh S otes ..' paying $2,300,0: oa year, notwith- .
., --- .standing the moratoria, Cornmis-

CASB R, Wyo" Oct. 15. (UP) I sioner Page estimates that this
=-Unless some new source of rev- year repayments may-reach $4,-
enue is found to finance the con- 000,000, because- there has not
struction of federal reclamation r been .and will beno general wai-
projects, the program now in iveron 19.37~epD.ymen.ts..But with
course 'of construction must be the fund depleted, appropria-
virtually suspended at the close tions already $4,000,000 in excess
of the present fisca1 year, .June of cash on hand, and a possible

1

30, 19.38. In his address ~here' $4,000,000 coming in this. year
Wednesday before ·'.he National rfrom project collections, the sit-
Reclamationassociation, Reclarna- I uation is still serious, because, as"I tion Commissioner John C, Page the ,comITlissioner pointed out,
iSaud substantially , this, and the "other sources that contribute to
lconclusion is: fully justified, by the reclamation fund ate esti-
the .accounts. -of 'me reclamation mated to yield not over $2,090,000
bureau;'. <' , . I this year," whereas 'to continue
.l'At .the close of this fiscal year l work on the approved projects

I the reclamation fund will-be- de_- now underway WIll, -as . Page
pleeed," said i80mmis ioner Page. puts it.. call for $10,0,00,000 to $12,-,.
"T~is>'i~ true.because congress has 000,000, Theprbspects,' therefore"'1
appropr-iated $4,000,000 more than pomt to a possible $2,000,000 I
was .m the ...reclamation fund at balance in the fund on July 1, 'I
thesbegirrrring 'of the fiscal year, 119.38,'and wi;>rk'ahead calling for I
and' ibecause accretions ·"0 vhe five 'or SIX times that amount, I
fund in' recent years have aver-I, "Some means must be :tound'I'
agectwell b,e1o:v $A;'OOO/JpO, ~here1- to' fill .th~sgap if: the program is .ilfOt~e'(unl~ss·.th'lS\yearls''reeelpts .go Ito' contmue.' WIth reas<::m~ble'I
wayabovesthe recent averagevthe speed;" warned the' comrmssion- j

pr,ogram, authorized by congress .er. "Two 'alternate cours'es,have'j
will z'ealh for.. aU, ,the money 'Chat been suggested, .One would Iead-]
waS: 'inr the-fund on+July 1, and to. the elimination of the recla- '\
a·N:<~the.n1OOle.r",th,ai .flows int~ mation fund as a, special, fur:d,.
the: f,und ItfI,rol}'gh: repayment' 01[ and would require ~rPr,opna-'
. FtJ:rrstri:we~:jfonll'charges; and' from tions for all these projects; direct;
o<ikculd,;.ot1'ter rbyalllies and' from from the general+treasury, with
Iand asalesr o-Wheu the books are al1 repayments+ to .return direct-
balancedlrthere' will 'be-no money to the general treasury, The
in. t-he·iul).dtoo ,keep the work go- other, which I favor, would lead
ing "fhroi:.rgh the-next ':fisoal year, to the retention of .therreclama-
,i'qpnim]s&lOlleh;d'la-ge, in his ad" tion. fund, with dependence upon'
dre-SS-;!1m');Uoipate'd:fbl>t'lrt the' recla- advances from the-general-trees-

1 _.'. • _ ~_.-:.-_ •



ury or the discovery or some newj'ab'ove what is spent on Grand
rev~nues:' Coulee, Fort Peck, Boulder. dam

Reclamation experts here sQ~u ~~~~i!hean~e~~!} p~~~~~~sO:reC~I~:
there is sound reason why com-I ing u;ged for. adoption. As long
missioner Page should ~ot favor I as this pace continues-and fair.

f, WIPIng out the reclamation fund, ! ly rapid progress must be made
,thereby making future federal if the work is to be done eco-

I
irrigation construction dependent nomically-this amount will. be
.on .appropriations directly out of required each year, Repayments
the general fund of the tre~ury, by settlers, plus revenues fro,m

\1. Each time congress 'has' conSld~r- oil royalties and land sales, will
ed , an interior department bill, not and never will yield any
and the appropriations for new such amount. Therefore, if the

Iconstruction were under attack, reclamation fund 'is to be pre-
western spokesmen in congress served, some new source of rev-
.have invariably stressed the fact enue must be tapped, it was de-
l that the money appropriated clared ..
1 does not come out of the general Project power sales can be
1treasury, but out of a separate made and add to the reclamation
fund tnat was set up .and that fund, but on such dams as Boul-
'can be used for no othe~ pur- der, Bonneville, Fort Peck, and
pose; that these appropriations Central Valley, congress already
Ido not Impose an '3xt~a. burden 1 has stipulated that power reve-
: on the. taxpayers; that It IS west- nues shall go into the general
er~ money used s~lely for th,e de- treasury to reimburse the govern- ,

, velopment of the west. . merit for the cost of those proj-
t Once the reclamation' fund is ects and it will be 50 years be-
, dispensed with and appropria- fore' those projects have paid out
, tions for new reclamation con- and are able to contribute to the
struction come out of the general reclamation fund, it was stated.
fund in the treasury, they point On the Salt river project in Ari-j out, the task of securing the need- zona power revenues go' to the
ed appropriations will be twice settlers on the project. Congress,

Ias difficult as in the past, and of course, can amend the law,
in the event an economy wave and divert these power revenues

Ishould sweep over congress, rec- into the reclamation fund, but
lamation might easily suffer. even that source could contribute
There was general, agreement little before July 1; '1938.
among western senators and con- Still another possible way of
gressmen with, the preference ex- increasing the reclamation fund,
pressed by Commissioner Page. would be to direct, by law, that
As to the alternative, finding repayment on projects built

some new source of funds, that wholly or.-in part with relief
is the problem that must be funds instead of going into the
worked out next session, it was I treas~ry, should go into the recla-
stated. If liberal blanket ap- mation fund, it was suggested.

I'propr iations are again to be Ulimately this would add some

Imade for relief, with authority I $46,000,000 to the fund. But it
·to the president to say how the would add very little during the
"money shall be used, reclamation next eight months or the next
construction, to the extent of $10,- three or'. four years.. What the

1000,000 or. $12,000,000, or even west needs and' must find is some

t
more, might be financed throughs1ibstantial source from which I
the co-operation of the, president, $8,0.00,000 'to$10,OOO,O~O, or ~ven
it was pointed out, but It was' more. can be-had to finance rrri-

,I agreed that that is not a safe nor Igatio~ appropriations which will
'I a permanent method of carrymg be asked of congress ~n the forth-
on the established program, It I coming budget. Failing to get
might be worked during the com- l this money, work must slow
ing session, and again it might Idown, or stop altogether, unless
fail. It cannot go on indefinitelY., congress can be persuaded to ad-
There is precedent for making vance the needed millions from
advances to the reclamation fund the treasury. Getting those mil-
out of the treasury, as has been lions by direct appropriation
done twice in the past, but such would be a tremendously big job,

, advances have tor.he repaid in the' meeting agreed.
(annual instalments, <l~.d.. those)_ .__,,~ _ --- __ '- ~-~~.--~,-
repayments curtail by, just so
much the amount available each
year for new construction'. Be-
Isides, annual advances are out
lof the question. .
j Above all this fact stands out,

I reclamation leaders said: The
government is now carrying out
'a reclamation program that calls
I for the annual expenditure of
I $15,000,000 to $17,000,000 over and


