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“Complethf; ‘the dam pro-
vided another” example of the
‘bureaw’s contribution to types
conservatlon .other than reclama- |
tion. The = great reservon', 115
miles long, was set:
diately as a bird refug
ing stocked with game fi
 “In its first few months of ex-
istence it attractéd many thou-
sands of tourists. Hundreds found
pleasure in bathing in ‘and boat-
ing on its elear;: ‘cold waters.”"
The dam is a major. SIghtseemg
attraction, according’ to the. bu-
reau report. :Visitors: for the- fis
cal year ending June 30, 1935, to=

taled 328,429, compared to. 191 7887

for the previous year. A monthly
peak of 39,884 occurred .in. Feb-.
ruary and a week-end record’ of
9,296 on November 9.and 10, 1934
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ht was ‘made” mpossible, as
Was repetl ion of the floo hat
in the ‘pa; have wrought ,:havoc
long the lower Colorado. ;

| ~“During the spring a flood of
105,000 second-feet was recorded
in the Colorado above the. dam:
Had this f.lood passed the dam,
there would ‘have been grave
danger to Imperial valley. The
protective levees were cracked as

of . result of the extended drought,

and the considerable ‘cost of ’ r%-

, pamng t}}em was saved 2ot

‘who were dependent upon nat-
‘ural rainfall were suffering 1
aggregatmg hundreds of m'
of dollars, federal reclamation
prdyecfs were green and flourish-
cis no crops

'were lost; no stoe i

““In fact ‘these p OJects mxtxgat-’
ed the effécts of drought in sur-
roundmg areds, supplymg feed
for range stock and - provisions
for clﬁes o

the greatest undertakmg of the |~

bureau. The last bucket of con-
crete was poured’ May 29, 1935,
“On that date this great Colo—
rado river .barrier - ‘already had
stored -enough water to supply
for a year the irrigation needs of
the Yuma ‘ federal- reclamatlon




