#" AN UNDESIRABLE BOOM.

"QA dispatch from Las Vegas, Nevada,
states that ¢this little town is boom-,\
ing.” Las Vegas is something more‘
than twenty-one miles distant from the
site of the dam to be constructed on
the Colorado Riyer. Originally it was
called Boulder Dam, but has since !
been promoted to™FrEBVer Dan. This
boom -spoken of refers to large ntim-
bers of people who have come in from
outside, seeking employment in een-

struction work.

They are strung in tent colonies all
over the desert between the town and
the dam site. They came mostly in
pattered automobiles, “and few have
money for even a few days more of
idleness.”” Also it is stated that “those
drawn to Las Vegas by the prospect of
work have brought H‘u’iﬁ’g_&fﬁﬁ“ﬁq‘\féﬂ)r
Witﬁ them''; while *‘there already are
more than two ﬁlen for every potential
job.”

All in all, that would appear to be a
most undesirable boom, and one with
all the elements of tragedy in it. Re-
'peated warnings have Dbeen given
against workers going there unless sent
wwoﬂﬂxpermtendent of

the government employment bureau at
Las Vegas, again warns 1ai§oring me,
to stay away until they are a ‘
that work is available.

There is the further complication ]
reported that contractors have signi- |
fied their intention of recruiting such '
labor as is needed from Los Angeles.
Fortunately, the region is reported to [
be warm and comfortable for outdoor
and tent living; but there is always the
inescapable  fact that human beings |
cannot subsist entirely on 'climate; they E
require food. |

Yet the reports show that very many
of the people who have made their way
to Las Vegas and vicinity are exceed-
| ingly poor; next door to destitute. The
best can be hoped for them, but present |
mdmt.u)ns are that stations will have
t@ be set up for their relief,



