FORMER KANSAN WILL
HELP BUILD BIG DAM

W. A. Bechtel of Peabody Is
One of Six Contractors

I%%?ren $48,890,999 Job

former Kansas man, now one of
the big contractors of the West coast,
is one of the Six Companies, Inc,
which was awarded the Boulder Dam
contract yesterday. He is W. A. Bech-
tel, reared in Peabody, where the
family was and still is prominent.

According to Harry Van Ness, who
knew Bechtel when both were resi-
dents of Peabody, he left Kansas
after he had grown to manhood and
_since then has become the head of a
contracting company that is among
the largest of the West. Two sisters,
Mrs. Theodore Heath and Mrs. Ashley
Rood, as well as other xelatives still
reside in Peabody.

Papers signed yesterday by Secre-
tary Wilbur authorize the Six Com-
panies, Inc.,, to complete the dam
within six and a half years on it;
of $48,890,999.
quired a | rom the
company.




