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Cerporahon Subxmts Low
- Bid of $48, 890 995.50 fsor
- General Contract on Great
‘Engineering Pro_le_::t.

% FRANK H. FRAWLEY.
DENVER, March: 4—(P)—The
bizgest engineering. project ever
attempted within the United States.
—construction of the $165,000,000
Boulder Canon project, will be un-
der way within the next 30 days.
~ A few hours after the.Six Com-
panies, Ine., of San Francisco had
submitted the low bid of $48,890,
©95.50 for the general contract on
Hoover dam, power plant anl ap-
purtenance works to government
engineers in Denver, it had been
recommended to Secretary Wilbur

fcr  aceceptance. by Dr. Elwood
Mead, commissioner of reelama-
tion.

W. A, Bechtel representmg the
low bidders, said they were ready
to proceed - with the preliminary
werk leading to the construction of
four tunnels which will divert the
flow of the Colorado river for a dis-
tance of 4,000 feet and permit th
builling of upper and lower co
dams. .

The. general contract sk

each ot the thyee

The bid of Six
fwas exactly $5,0 :

I ‘than that of its closest ‘competitor,
ithe Arundel corporatmn of Balti~
‘fmore Md.

Woods Brothers corpera:ﬁw?n‘ oﬁ‘
Lincoln, Neb., another eompetitor,
bid $58,653, 107.50 fer the general
eontract.

taken to the dam area to begin op-
erations. A railroad now under
constructfon and which will  be
completed next September, is to
provxde transportation for materi-
als® between Boulder €ity,» Nev.,
where the thousands ‘of workers |
later. are to be housed, amd the
damﬁute

- Actual construction of the four'
dwersxon tunnels, two “of - which
will be located on the Nevada side !
of ‘the river and two in- Arlzona'
must await the high water season
of July or August.
tlactors are a,lk)wed 1965‘

‘begin: the gen-
of eleetrtcal; energy, whieh |
e city

it will
cra?,tlcm

w be sold on contract
of Los Angeles, beg n Sep-
tember, 1936.  The -~when
completed, will: be 2T feet hlgh
from the floor of the canon..

A1l the work. ‘specified in the
contract which was bid, for today
must be completed by the summer
of 1938. The governtent: ‘has. re:
served tha right to et a;ri)enalty
of $2,000 for ‘each”
vouxd -the 2,665-day limits.

The Six Companies’ bid is the
largest in thé hisfory of American
consfruction. The project itself is
secend only in magnitude and cost
{o the Panama cawal. The Parania

Canal- ‘construction wacs éone by |

the government itdelf.
Mr. Bechtek sa,-ld Flank T. Crow'e

of -Boise, 1ldaho, would e general |

super intendent of construction ‘if
Secretary Wilbur acted favorably
on the reclamation department's
recommendaticn. Crowe has “ad
26 years of practical expeuerc

service and in 1924 &
general sup°r111tmde
ed States reclamatmn servxce i

|said
| Wilbur that this organization be

“Utah €onstruetion company,

‘Istruction

day’s delay be- |

in |
building dams for the. neelaﬁ_latlgn-

of the Umb :

San Froncisco formed
struction agencies ¢
es, stood Ou-»t ars :

995 50 was $5,000,000 below their
nearest competltor and within
$2(0 000 of federa! estimates.

Tn addition Commissiomer Mead
in suggesting to Secretary

iven 'the conf‘ra(,t several of the
X companies, parncularly the
had
built projects for the reclamation
service.  Arundel - Atkinson . Con-
corporation, Baltimore
‘and Los Angeles, $53,893, 878 was |
'second and Woods Biothels of Lin- |
'coln, Neb., third and highest w1thl

1$58,653; 107 |
More than 1,000 vsoa'kers Wlllt be !

Three otueriblds were submitted
‘but were irregular and - were mnot!
passed upon. l
Secretary Wilbur, although as-
serting work would be ﬁastened SO ;
‘unemployment eonditions in the
southwest ' woall+ be relieved,
‘wsrned workers against a general’
migration to the Neva,da-Arlzona,|
line ‘damsite as there were 10,000
laborers on hand at Las Vegas,
Nevada. |
‘Estimates for construction forces 1
ranged from 2,000 to 2,500 men' at
%

|
i
.

‘work at one time when the pro-
gram gets into: full stride.
b

‘Wilbur pointed to ine u1t1mate1
benetit from the whole Boulder‘
Camyen project ‘which -
total - cost of aprox1mate1v $4{)0-
000,000° of which $165,000,000 is to
be supplied  within the next few
Years by the government.  Los
Angeles plans to spend $250,000,000
for an aqueduct and “other Cali-
fornia  cities and companies will
spend. several mllhons for water
and ‘power. =

The government has divided its
fcost estimates into $70,600,000 for

the dam? $38,200,000 for the million-

horsepower power plant; $38,500,000
for the all American canal across
Southern California into the Im-
perial and Coachella valleys and
$17,000,000 for interest..

Power revenues will vepay the
government and the project wiil be
self-sustaining with receipts from
power and water expected to reim-

burse the government within 34
years.
A — e

Denver.



