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| Frank T. Crowe, Hard Rock
Engineer Quietly Begins
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Superintendent Warns Men
Seeking Employment
Against Coming to Las
Vegas Now—No Housing.

Las Vegas, Nev., March 12.—(A.
P.)—A hard rock engineer today
quietly started one of the biggest
engineering jobs of modern his-
tory, the taming of the Colorado
river.

Frank T. Crowe, construction
superintendent, whose outfit, the
Six Companies; Inc., of San Fran-
cisco, has been awarded the $48,-
890,995 contract to build the
Hoover dam and power houses,
started the day by opening an of-
fice here. Then he went to Black
Canyon where during the next six
and a half years his job will be to
build a dam 727 feet high, larger
than any ever before constructed.

Several Small Camps.

‘“We must have a place to eat
and sleep before we can put men
to work there,” he said, -and he
spread out plans for the construec-
tion camp. ‘This starts at cnce,
for while 80 per cent of our men,
as set forth in specifications, will
live in the government’s Boulder
City, we must have several small
camps.

“That’s the begmmng, and the
first real job is the construction
of a railroad down ' the canyon
connecting the government rail-
road with the dam site. This rail-
{road will handie all the equipment

going into the canyon, and all the| .

‘waste materi‘al coming out.”
Must Wajt on Power.

“The a.vanabxhty of power is
jthe determining factor in actually
(getting construction under way on
a big scale,” he added. “This is a
job for machmes and all of these
machines will be power driven. I
am informed power will be ready
about . June 25, in the lines from
California.

“That’s when we'll start ‘hi-ball-
ing’ the job. But there is plenty
‘of work ahead prior to that time.
Equipment < must be moved in,
camps established, and all that
‘sort of thing:

“Ready to Shoot 2

“We 11 have everything in readi-
ness to shoot the minute the power
is turned on:* ‘We do not intend to
lose a day’s time anywhere along
the linel”

He revealed that between 200
and 300 men will start the work
and the total number employed
on the project by the middle of
‘April will be a thousand. When
the big work starts in summer
the maximum will reach 2,400. He
issied a ' warning, however,
agaxnst men seeking employment
commg to Las Vegas. Already it
is a serious problem to care for

those already here seekmg work.
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