
Utility corridor discussion causes static
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By Roy Theiss actuallyimpactmoreareabecause created the need for the expanded or endangeredspecies.TheRiver
News StatTWriter 'of the lines." utility corridor. Mountainareaisoneofthebiggest

Different routes for a power Duringthe 1990study,theBLM The utility corridor would be areas for transplanting desert
corridorwhlchwouldrunthrough highlighted several alternatives the power grid for anything bighorn sheep.
Hendersonwerediscussedduring which would bring power from southwestof the ColumbiaRiver, Alternative E
a Resource Management Plan Idaho and Utah to California. Of Wickstrom said. It would only be Hedging on which alternative
informational meeting Wednes- thefiveoriginalalternatives,some used for electrical power and not the BLM is currently recom-
day at the Convention Center. adverselyimpactedHendersonby any other utility. mending, Wickstromsaid, Alter-
The audience of 60 people widening the existing corridor up The general area for the utility native E is approaching the pre-

consisted of representatives from to three miles. In some areas, the corridor in the Las Vegas Valley ferred alternative.When an alter-
the BureauofLandManagement, three-mile-wide corridor would runsfromSunriseMountainsouth native is selected,aprotest period
theBureauofReclamation,power have overlapped some existing toward the River Mountains in will follow and Wickstrom pre-
companies, Henderson, home- homes. Henderson then across U.S. 93/ diets itwillbe sometimenext year
owners associations and other Wickstromsaid themajor issue 95nearRailroad Pass through the before a fmal decision is made.
interested individuals. . in Henderson was that th~ corri- , M~Cullpugh1y,1Qunt.ainRangeana "Wi,thinthe;Alternative E utility

• • ' " c dor didn't c~)llnectwith tl.Jenorth southwest into California" '. ,'!. "'il corridor; three o~tions have been
.Jerry WlckstroI?' plarining/en- and south sides. Since then, the Boulder City nominated the proposed. Somejnclude a total of
vI~nmenta1coord~atorf~rJ3LM, BLM has studied the proposals I center 6filie River Mountaiiisas eightutilitylinesnmningthrough
s!"d ~ey started discussing cor- more closely and has created a an area of critical environmental the corridor. Each line would be
ndorsmJanuary 1990~causeof supplement, Alternative E. concern (ACEC) and Henderson separated by 200 feet and the
federalgovernmentrequirements. . , . agreed to the nomination overall corridor width would be
"The intent is to concentrate the Ongmally all the hnes came . . .'

bi iliti id d from Hoover Dam and tied into AnACECdeslgnattolllsanarea
19ut rues mto com ors an not . thatdeservess cialmanagement'
scatter them across the country- the Mead Substation, But a net- pe
'd If th h th work between government and for anyone of several reasons See Utility, Page 4
tS
I e:d y~thugo allroug 'de coun- private power companies has inciuding archaeological, scenicrysi eWI sm ercom orsyou



~i:!/Utility,from Page'2
il,,~~fee~Wickstromsaid. the new lines.[:;1 : :[OptionAB in the AlternativeE Norma Cox said the power
~'l"~lan has the biggest impact on companies should pay any dam-
~:;:.h;soll\e,residents in Henderson. If ages incurred by residents from

· 'sen,AlternativeABwouldrun the corridor. In the 1970s, Clark
dose as 300 feet from some County was able to extract $1.3
idents in the Calico Ridge million from power companies

·neighborllood.Wickstromsaidthe wishing to build an utility corri-
corridorwouldnot get any closer dor, she said. The money is to be
totheexistinglinesbutthecorridor used to restore the Las Vegas
couldbecomemoredensewithup Wash and create a desert wetland
to eight power lines running park.
:through.it. RandyHarness saidhehad sev-
In addition, AB would affect eral environmental concerns. He

some residents south of Lake said it would be a dangerous pre- \
Me·ad Drive, he said. "Some cedent to allow a utility corridor
, houses appear to be closer [tothe through aWilderness StudyArea
·corridor] than CalicoRidge resi- (RainbowGardens which is Gear
dents." SunriseMountain).

Residents voice opinions Wickstrom said only Congress
· 'Resident Debbie Christensen can pass a corridor through a
preferred Option "C" because it Wilderness Study area. He added
moves the corridor farther east that some power companies
over the mountain range toward wanted a mile-wide corridor
take Las Vegas. She asked why through VISA and the BLM has
BLMwould choose Options" A" cui it down to 1,400 feet.
or "B" which will place the cor- Christensen said she was wor-
ridor near existing homes in the ried about the health effects of
FoPthilisor River Mountain living near power lines. "How
· neighborhoods instead of putting close can you live and still be safe
· it in option "C" whereno homes near a power line. I ridemy horse
are Quilt. outthereandI've gottenshocked."
.'Wickstrom said the Lake Las Wickstrom could not give a
yegas area is much more moun- definitive answer andwas hoping
moous andwouldbemore costly to rely on the power company
-(0 build a corridor.He added that officials in the audience. But the

! pans of Option "C" lie within representatives remained silent. \
NationaIParkService boundaries The only time the power com-
and he felt they would not allow pany officials spoke was to tell
for a utility corridor. Wickstrom that the engineering
. Resident Diane Booker cau- design of the corridor should be
tioned the BLM about a flood left to the power companies, not
probleminthearea.Shesuggested the BLM.
a channel be included as part of Another public input meeting
the corridor. .will be held at 7 p.m. Wednesday
Bob Maichle recommended at Cashman Field in Rooms 203

staying in the existing corridor and 206.
and building lines next to it. He Anyone who cannot attend the
also recommended the power meeting can send comments to
companies pay the cost to build the BLM before Aug. 19.


