
An Old Friend Returns t:.7 'I
_With Utah Construction company coming through as

low bidder on the Davis Dam project, it is likely that many
friends of Boulder Dam days will return once more to con-
tinue the job of harnessing the Colorado river they started
here more than ten years ago.

Utah Construction was the bell-wether of the group of
western contractors that made up Six Companies, Incorpor-
ated, successful bidders on Boulder Dam. The Utah firm started out
to bid the job alone; but it proved too large for any individual
concern.

It joined with five other companies and its president, W. O.
Wattis, became president of the new giant in the western construc-
tion field. He died before the project was completed and his brother
succeded him. He also passed away after a few months of service,
and was succeeded by W. H. Morrison who was the executive head
of th'e company when the job was completed.

Utah Construction is the, veteran of the field here in the west,
but from their connection with the great Boulder Dam project, other
member firms of Six Companies, individually and in combination,
have built or are building most of the big jobs here in the west
which have been launched since Boulder Dam.

Frank T. Crowe, superintendent of construction for the com-
pany, once characterized the six construction firms and their execu-
tives as "the greatest bunch of gamblers in the country" because of
their courage in tackling adventurous projects few others then would
consider.

Perhaps the most hazardous of the lot, after Boulder Dam, was
the contract of J. F. Shea for installing the concrete piers in the
racing tides of the Golden Gate upon which the huge structure rests.
Shea was director in charge of construction of Boulder Dam.

The Utah Construction company sprung from the early days 0
the Union Pacific, and has been engaged in building this great wes
ern empire for several generations. /

Its return to southern Nevada is the return of an old friend"


