V&ashington, March 11.—(By Associated Press.)—Secretary
Wilbur Wednesday accepted the $48,890,995 bid of the Six Com-

panies, Ineorporated, of San Francis¢o for building the Hoover

dam, powerﬁoube and appu'rm\\;*orks at the Boulder canon

project.

Recognition of the compauy’s of-
fer as the low bid was tantamount
to awarding the contract and cleared
the way for starting construction on
one of the greatest peace time en-
gineering feats ever attempted. Es-
timated cost of the dam, power sys-
tem and appurtenances, such as the

intake towers, spillways and diver-
sion tunnels totals 109 million dol-
lars, but approximately half of this
will be supplied by the government
in materials.

The compan, be notified im-
mediately that its Md was accepted
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and instructed to start work when
ready. The contract will be dex
layed several days, as it must be ac-]
cepted by the company and a surety
bond of 5 million dollars be posted
and approved by Secretary Wilbur.

The specifications require that
work be started within thirty days
after the builder is given notice to
proceed, and the dam must be com-
pleted within six and one-half years,
with a pendlty of $3,000 daily for
each day longer. g

F. T. Crowe, chief of construction
operations for the Six Companies,
Inc.,, a former construction engineer
for the reclamation bureau, and his
company have notified the depart-|.
ment work could be started within
a few days.

Wilbur used an old, heavy personal
pen, which he refers to as his “im-
portant pen,” to sign the “award of
bid,” the technical term applied to
accepting the low offer.

With the same pen he signed the
agreement putting the rich Kettle-
man Hills oil field of California on
the unit plan of operation, and other
important contracts of the interior
department.

The notification of acceptance was
signed also by Reclamation Commis-
sioner Mead, Assistant Reclamation
Commissioner Dent, Solicitor Finney
of the interior department, by Exec-
utive Assistants Dobell and Ely and
E. K. Burlew, assistant to Secretary
Wilbur.

Senator Johnson of California, who
was to have been present, sent re-
grets by Representative Swing that
he was unable to attend because of
illness.

The Six Companies, Inc., was a
merger of as many western con-
struction companies, several of whom
have constructed other projects for
the reclamation bureau.

The organization includes: Th
Utah Construction company, He

company, J. F. Shea compghy, and
the Pacific Bridge compghy.




