Bureau of Reclamation, Interior

§ 429.17

(4) Grazing, farming, and other agricultural uses;
(5) Organized recreational activities,
public gatherings, and other special
events;
(6) Removal of, or exploration for,
sand, gravel, and other mineral materials;
(7) Timber harvesting, or removal of
commercial forest products or other
vegetative resources; and
(8) Any other uses deemed appropriate by Reclamation.
(c) Application forms may not be required where Reclamation solicits
competitive bids.
§ 429.11 Where can I get the application forms?
Both forms can be obtained from any
Reclamation office or from our official
internet
Web
site
at
http://
www.usbr.gov. These forms contain specific instructions for application submission and describe information that
you must furnish. However, when you
submit either form to your local Reclamation office for review, the form
must contain your original signature
as the applicant.
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§ 429.12 Where do I file my application?
File your completed and signed application, including the $100 nonrefundable application fee, with the Reclamation office having jurisdiction over the
land, facility, or waterbody associated
with your request. Reclamation office
locations may be found on http://
www.usbr.gov, the official Reclamation
Internet Web site.
§ 429.13 How long will the application
review process take?
(a) Reclamation will acknowledge in
writing your completed and signed application and application fee within 30
calendar days of receipt. Reclamation
may request additional information
needed to process your application,
such as legal land descriptions and detailed construction specifications.
(b) The processing time depends upon
the complexity of your requested use,
issues associated with it, and the need
for additional information from you.
(c) Should your requested use be denied at any time during the review

process, Reclamation will notify you in
writing of the basis for the denial.
§ 429.14 What criteria will Reclamation
consider when reviewing applications?
Reclamation will consider the following criteria when reviewing applications:
(a) Compatibility with authorized
project purposes, project operations,
safety, and security;
(b) Environmental compliance;
(c) Compatibility with public interests;
(d) Conflicts with Federal policies
and initiatives;
(e) Public health and safety;
(f) Availability of other reasonable
alternatives; and
(g) Best interests of the United
States.
§ 429.15 Is Reclamation required
issue a use authorization?

No. The issuance of a use authorization is at Reclamation’s discretion. At
a minimum, the criteria listed at
§ 429.14 must be considered prior to
issuance of any use authorizations. Not
all requests will be authorized. If
issued, Reclamation will provide only
the least estate, right, or possessory
interest needed to accommodate the
approved use.

Subpart D—Application Fees and
Administrative Costs
§ 429.16 How much is the application
fee and when should it be paid?
You must remit a nonrefundable application fee of $100 to cover costs associated with our initial review of your
application, unless the payment is
waived pursuant to subpart F of this
part. This initial review will determine
if your requested use is appropriate for
consideration and not likely to interfere with Reclamation project purposes
or operations.
§ 429.17 When will Reclamation collect
administrative costs?
Reclamation will collect, in advance,
its administrative costs for processing
your application, except as provided
under subpart F of this part.
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§ 429.18 When do I have to pay the administrative costs?
(a) Following the initial review, you
will be notified in writing whether
your application appears to be appropriate for further processing. At that
time, Reclamation will give you an initial estimate of administrative costs
required to continue processing your
application.
(b) You must pay these initial, estimated administrative costs before Reclamation can continue to process your
application, unless you are granted a
waiver of administrative costs under
subpart F of this part. If payment is
not received within 90 days after the
estimate is provided to you, Reclamation may close your file. If this occurs
and you later wish to proceed, you
must submit both a new application
and another $100 nonrefundable application fee.
§ 429.19 What happens if the initial estimate for administrative costs is
insufficient?
If the initial estimate to cover Reclamation’s administrative costs is
found to be insufficient, Reclamation
will notify you in writing of the additional amount needed. You must pay
the amount requested before Reclamation will continue processing your application.
§ 429.20 Can I get a detailed explanation of the administrative costs?
Yes, you are entitled to receive an
explanation of all administrative costs
relevant to your specific application.
You must request this information in
writing from the Reclamation office
where you submitted your application.
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§ 429.21 If I overpay Reclamation’s administrative costs, can I get a refund?
If, in reviewing your application,
Reclamation uses all the monies you
have paid, you will not receive a refund
regardless of whether you receive a use
authorization. If the money collected
from you exceeds administrative costs,
a refund of the excess amount will be
made to you consistent with Reclamation’s financial policies.

§ 429.22 Can Reclamation charge me
additional
administrative
costs
after I receive a use authorization?
(a) After you receive your use authorization, Reclamation may charge
you for additional administrative costs
incurred for activities such as:
(1) Monitoring your authorized use
over time to ensure compliance with
the terms and conditions of your use
authorization; and
(2) Periodic analysis of your longterm use to adjust your use fee to reflect current conditions.
(b) If your additional payment is not
received by Reclamation within 90 days
after notification to you in writing of
the additional administrative costs,
Reclamation may take action to terminate your use authorization.

Subpart E—Use Fees
§ 429.23 How does Reclamation determine use fees?
The use fee is based on a valuation or
by competitive bidding. Use fees may
be adjusted as deemed appropriate by
Reclamation to reflect current conditions, as provided in the use authorization.
§ 429.24 When should I pay my use fee?
(a) If Reclamation offers you a use
authorization, you must pay the use
fee in advance, unless you are granted
a waiver under subpart F of this part.
(b) Your use authorization will clearly state the use fee. Should periodic
payments apply, your use authorization will also describe when you should
pay those periodic use fees.
§ 429.25 How long do I have to submit
my payment for the use fee and accept the offered use authorization?
You have 90 days to accept and return the use authorization and required fees, otherwise Reclamation
may consider the offer to be rejected
by you and your file may be closed. If
this occurs and you later wish to proceed, you must submit a new application and another $100 nonrefundable
application fee. You may not commence your use of Reclamation’s land,
facilities, or waterbodies until Reclamation has issued a use authorization to you. A use authorization will
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