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Reclamation land means any land 

under the jurisdiction of, or adminis-

tered by, Reclamation and may in-

clude, but is not limited to, the fol-

lowing: 

(1) All land acquired by Reclamation 

through purchase, condemnation, ex-

change, or donation for Reclamation 

project and water related purposes; 

(2) All land withdrawn by Reclama-

tion from the public domain for Rec-

lamation purposes; and 

(3) All interests in land acquired by 

Reclamation, including easements and 

rights exercised by the United States 

under the 1890 Canal Act (43 U.S.C. 945). 

Reclamation law means the Reclama-

tion Act of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388, 43 

U.S.C. 371 et seq.), and all Acts which 

supplement or amend the 1902 Act. 

Reclamation project means any land, 

facilities, or waterbodies used for water 

supply, water delivery, flood control, 

hydropower, or other authorized pur-

poses including fish, wildlife, and 

recreation administered by Reclama-

tion under Federal laws. 

Reclamation waterbodies means any 

body of water situated on Reclamation 

land and under Reclamation jurisdic-

tion. Examples of Reclamation 

waterbodies include, but are not lim-

ited to, reservoirs, lakes, and impound-

ments. 

Regional Director means any one of 

the representatives of the Commis-

sioner, or their delegates, who are re-

sponsible for managing their respective 

region’s land, facilities, and 

waterbodies and for the decisions made 

under this part. 

Standard Form (SF) 299 means the 

form titled Application for Transpor-

tation and Utility Systems and Facili-

ties on Federal Lands used when re-

questing permission for construction 

and/or placement of transportation, 

communication, or utility systems and 

facilities. 

Unauthorized use means use of Rec-

lamation land, facilities, and 

waterbodies without proper authoriza-

tion. 

Use authorization means a document 

that defines the terms and conditions 

under which we will allow you to use 

Reclamation land, facilities, and 

waterbodies. Use authorizations can 

take the form of easements, leases, li-

censes, permits, and consent docu-

ments. This document is also referred 

to as a ‘‘right-of-use’’ in part 423 of this 

chapter. 

Use fee means the amount due to Rec-

lamation for the use of Federal land, 

facilities, or waterbodies under our ju-

risdiction or control. Use fees are dis-

tinct and separate from application 

fees and administrative costs. 

Valuation means the method used to 

establish the fee for a use authoriza-

tion by appraisal, waiver valuation, or 

other sound or generally accepted busi-

ness practice. 

Water user organization means any 

legal entity established under State 

law that has entered into a contract 

with the United States pursuant to the 

Federal reclamation laws. 

We, us, or our mean Reclamation. 

You, your, I, me, or my, mean an ap-

plicant, grantee, or unauthorized user. 

§ 429.3 What types of uses are subject 
to the requirements and processes 
established under this part? 

Possession or occupancy of, or ex-

traction or removal of natural re-

sources from, Reclamation land, facili-

ties, or waterbodies require a use au-

thorization in accordance with this 

part. Typical uses of or activities on 

Reclamation land, facilities, or 

waterbodies regulated by this part in-

clude, but are not limited to the fol-

lowing: 

(a) Commercial filming and photog-

raphy; 

(b) Commercial guiding and outfit-

ting; 

(c) Commercial or organized sporting 

events; 

(d) Grazing, farming, and other agri-

cultural uses; 

(e) Infrastructure, such as transpor-

tation, telecommunications, utilities, 

and pipelines; 

(f) Organized recreational activities, 

public gatherings, and other special 

events that involve the possession or 

occupancy of Reclamation lands; 

(g) Removal of, or exploration for, 

sand, gravel, and other mineral re-

sources; 

(h) Timber harvesting, or removal of 

commercial forest products or other 

vegetative resources; and 
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(i) Any other uses deemed appro-

priate by Reclamation, subject to the 

exclusions listed in § 429.4. 

§ 429.4 What types of uses are not sub-
ject to the requirements and proc-
esses established under this part? 

(a) Individual, non-commercial use of 

Reclamation land, facilities, or 

waterbodies for occasional activities 

such as hiking, camping for periods of 

14 days or less during any period of 30 

consecutive days, sightseeing, pic-

nicking, hunting, swimming, boating, 

and fishing, consistent with applicable 

laws, regulations and policies. Public 

conduct associated with these activi-

ties is governed by part 423 of this 

chapter; 

(b) Buildings and structures used by 

concessionaires or managing partners 

to facilitate their operations or that 

are made available by them for the 

general, non-exclusive use of the pub-

lic. Examples include, but are not lim-

ited to the following: 

(1) Boat docks available for short- 

term use by the public; 

(2) Marina slips available for rent by 

the public; 

(3) Publicly available boat ramps; 

(4) Houseboats available for short- 

term rent by the public; 

(5) Stores and restaurants; 

(6) Employee housing; and 

(7) Rental cabins, hotels, camp-

grounds, and other short-term lodging 

facilities. 

(c) While not subject to other re-

quirements and processes established 

under this part, the following types of 

uses must be in compliance with the 

requirements in subpart H of this part: 

(1) Recreational activities at sites 

managed by non-Federal managing 

partners under Public Law 89–72, titled 

Federal Water Project Recreation Act, 

July 9, 1965; 

(2) Activities managed by other Fed-

eral agencies or Interior bureaus by 

agreement or under other authority; 

(3) Activities at sites directly man-

aged by Reclamation where fees or fee 

schedules are established for general 

public recreation use; 

(4) Uses authorized under concession 

contracts on Reclamation land, facili-

ties, and waterbodies; 

(5) Reclamation contracts for water 

supply or water operations; 

(6) Authorized operation and mainte-

nance activities on Reclamation land, 

facilities, and waterbodies undertaken 

by water user organizations, or their 

contractors, or by Reclamation con-

tractors; 

(7) Agreements and real property in-

terests granted for the replacement or 

relocation of facilities, such as high-

ways, railroads, telecommunication, or 

transmission lines or infrastructure 

governed by Section 14 of the Reclama-

tion Project Act of August 4, 1939 (43 

U.S.C. 389). Payments to equalize land 

values may still be required and admin-

istrative costs may still be recovered; 

and 

(8) Activities specifically authorized 

under other Federal statutes or regula-

tions. 

§ 429.5 Who is authorized to issue use
authorizations under this part? 

Unless otherwise provided by law or 

regulation, only Reclamation or an-

other Federal agency acting for Rec-

lamation under delegated authority is 

authorized to issue use authorizations 

that convey an interest in Reclamation 

land, facilities, or waterbodies. Recre-

ation managing partners under the 

Federal Water Projects Recreation Act, 

16 U.S.C. 4601 et seq., and water user or-

ganizations who have assumed respon-

sibility for operation and maintenance 

of Reclamation land, facilities, or 

waterbodies, and provide a copy of the 

use authorization to the local Rec-

lamation office, pursuant to a contract 

with Reclamation may issue limited 

use authorizations to third parties for 

activities on Reclamation land, facili-

ties, or waterbodies when all of the fol-

lowing apply: 

(a) The recreation managing partner 

or water user organization is author-

ized to do so under its contract with 

Reclamation; 

(b) Such limited use authorizations 

do not convey ownership or other in-

terest in the Federal real property; 

(c) The uses authorized are not per-

manent or for an indefinite period; 

(d) The limited use authorization 

does not provide for an automatic right 

of renewal; 
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