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(e) The limited use authorization is
fully revocable at the discretion of 
Reclamation; and 

(f) All revenues collected for the use 

of Reclamation land, facilities, and 

waterbodies are handled in compliance 

with all statutory, regulatory, and pol-

icy requirements. 

§ 429.6 When must water user organi-
zations also approve use authoriza-
tions? 

(a) Use authorizations for easements 

and rights-of-way for periods in excess 

of 25 years are also subject to approval 

from water user organizations under 

contract obligation for repayment of 

the project or division. This require-

ment does not apply to any other type 

of use authorizations. 
(b) At a minimum, the appropriate 

water user organizations will be noti-

fied of all use authorizations prior to 

their issuance to avoid potential con-

flicts between the requested use au-

thorization and the water user organi-

zations’ need to operate and maintain 

the facilities for which they have con-

tractual responsibility. 
(c) At the discretion of the respon-

sible Regional Director, concurrence of 

the appropriate water user organiza-

tions not addressed in paragraph (a) of 

this section may be requested. 

Subpart B—Proposed Uses 
Involving Reclamation Easements 
§ 429.7 Can I use land where Reclama-

tion holds an easement? 
(a) To prevent conflicts where Rec-

lamation holds an easement on land 

owned by others, you should submit an 

application for the proposed use. If 

after review of the application, Rec-

lamation determines that your re-

quested use would not unreasonably 

interfere with Reclamation’s easement, 

a consent document may be issued to 

you. The consent document will con-

tain the conditions with which you 

must comply to ensure that your use 

will not unreasonably interfere with 

Reclamation’s use of its easement. 
(b) In accordance with subpart C of 

this part, you should submit either SF 

299 or Form 7–2540 to the local Rec-

lamation office to request a consent 

document. 

(c) If you are not the underlying 

landowner, you must also secure the 

permission of the landowner for your 

requested use of the area covered by 

Reclamation’s easement. 

§ 429.8 Is there a fee for uses involving
a Reclamation easement? 

Reclamation will not charge a use fee 

for a consent document. However, de-

pending upon the complexity of your 

requested use and issues associated 

with it, Reclamation may charge an 

application fee and administrative 

costs, unless waived in accordance with 

subpart F of this part. 

Subpart C—Requesting Authoriza-
tion to Use Reclamation Land, 
Facilities, and Waterbodies 

§ 429.9 What should I do before filing
an application? 

Before filing an application, it is im-

portant that you contact the local Rec-

lamation office to discuss your pro-

posed use. This discussion can help ex-

pedite your application process. 

§ 429.10 What application form should
I use? 

You must use one of the following ap-

plication forms depending on the na-

ture of your requested use: 

(a) Use SF 299 to request a use au-

thorization for the placement, con-

struction, and use of energy, transpor-

tation, water, or telecommunication 

systems and facilities on or across all 

Federal property including Reclama-

tion land, facilities, or waterbodies. 

Examples of such uses are: 

(1) Canals; 

(2) Communication towers; 

(3) Fiber-optics cable; 

(4) Pipelines; 

(5) Roads; 

(6) Telephone lines; and 

(7) Utilities and utility corridors. 

(b) Use Form 7–2540 to request any 

other type of use authorization. Exam-

ples of such uses are: 

(1) Commercial filming and photog-

raphy; 

(2) Commercial guiding and outfit-

ting; 

(3) Commercial or organized sporting 

events; 
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(4) Grazing, farming, and other agri-

cultural uses; 

(5) Organized recreational activities, 

public gatherings, and other special 

events; 

(6) Removal of, or exploration for, 

sand, gravel, and other mineral mate-

rials; 

(7) Timber harvesting, or removal of 

commercial forest products or other 

vegetative resources; and 

(8) Any other uses deemed appro-

priate by Reclamation. 

(c) Application forms may not be re-

quired where Reclamation solicits 

competitive bids. 

§ 429.11 Where can I get the applica-
tion forms? 

Both forms can be obtained from any 

Reclamation office or from our official 

internet Web site at http:// 
www.usbr.gov. These forms contain spe-

cific instructions for application sub-

mission and describe information that 

you must furnish. However, when you 

submit either form to your local Rec-

lamation office for review, the form 

must contain your original signature 

as the applicant. 

§ 429.12 Where do I file my applica-
tion? 

File your completed and signed appli-

cation, including the $100 nonrefund-

able application fee, with the Reclama-

tion office having jurisdiction over the 

land, facility, or waterbody associated 

with your request. Reclamation office 

locations may be found on http:// 
www.usbr.gov, the official Reclamation 

Internet Web site. 

§ 429.13 How long will the application
review process take? 

(a) Reclamation will acknowledge in 

writing your completed and signed ap-

plication and application fee within 30 

calendar days of receipt. Reclamation 

may request additional information 

needed to process your application, 

such as legal land descriptions and de-

tailed construction specifications. 

(b) The processing time depends upon 

the complexity of your requested use, 

issues associated with it, and the need 

for additional information from you. 

(c) Should your requested use be de-

nied at any time during the review 

process, Reclamation will notify you in 

writing of the basis for the denial. 

§ 429.14 What criteria will Reclamation
consider when reviewing applica-
tions? 

Reclamation will consider the fol-

lowing criteria when reviewing applica-

tions: 

(a) Compatibility with authorized 

project purposes, project operations, 

safety, and security; 

(b) Environmental compliance; 

(c) Compatibility with public inter-

ests; 

(d) Conflicts with Federal policies 

and initiatives; 

(e) Public health and safety; 

(f) Availability of other reasonable 

alternatives; and 

(g) Best interests of the United 

States. 

§ 429.15 Is Reclamation required to
issue a use authorization? 

No. The issuance of a use authoriza-

tion is at Reclamation’s discretion. At 

a minimum, the criteria listed at 

§ 429.14 must be considered prior to

issuance of any use authorizations. Not 

all requests will be authorized. If 

issued, Reclamation will provide only 

the least estate, right, or possessory 

interest needed to accommodate the 

approved use. 

Subpart D—Application Fees and 
Administrative Costs 

§ 429.16 How much is the application
fee and when should it be paid? 

You must remit a nonrefundable ap-

plication fee of $100 to cover costs asso-

ciated with our initial review of your 

application, unless the payment is 

waived pursuant to subpart F of this 

part. This initial review will determine 

if your requested use is appropriate for 

consideration and not likely to inter-

fere with Reclamation project purposes 

or operations. 

§ 429.17 When will Reclamation collect
administrative costs? 

Reclamation will collect, in advance, 

its administrative costs for processing 

your application, except as provided 

under subpart F of this part. 
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