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Brief Chronology of Career
Sammie (Sam) D Guy

1938-Born in Scottsville, Kentucky

1961-Graduated from the University of Kentucky in civil
engineering

1961-1962-In the military

1963-M.S. in civil engineering

July 29, 1963-1966-Joined Reclamation in the Division of
Research working in soil mechanics

1966-1968'-Worked in design in the Structural and
Architectural Branch and the Technical Engineering
Analysis Branch

1969-Worked in the Technical Evaluation Branch of the
Office of Engineering Reference which was
connected to the library

1970 or 1972—Moved to Section 1 within the Division of
Construction’s Contract Administration Branch

1972-1975-Moved to the National Park Service’s service
center in Lakewood, Colorado, to work in contract
administration east of the Mississippi River as NPS
prepared for the Bicentennial in 1976— including
the National Visitor’s Center at Union Station in
Washington, D.C.

Fall 1975—-Returned to Contract Administration at
Reclamation

1. Note that the information from 1968 until 1972 relies upon
Denver office phone books held in Reclamation’s library in the Denver
office. This means that the reliability of the information depends upon
when Reclamation published phone books and when those books found
their way into the collection. So, the dates may be somewhat
inaccurate, but the chronology appears to be sound.

Oral history of Sammie (Sam) D. Guy



XX

September 1978-Went to the Department of Interior
Management Development Program in D.C.

July 1979-September 1981-Returned as head of the
Contract Administration Branch in Denver

1981-Moved to D.C. as engineering staff to the
commissioner and liaison to the Denver office

August 1984-Took over the international program

July 1995-Assigned to the World Bank, as a Bureau
employee

January 3, 1997-Retired from Reclamation and assignment
to the World Bank terminated at the same time.
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Introduction

In 1988, Reclamation began to create a history
program. While headquartered in Denver, the history
program was developed as a bureau-wide program.

One component of Reclamation’s history program
is its oral history activity. The primary objectives of
Reclamation’s oral history activities are: preservation of
historical data not normally available through Reclamation
records (supplementing already available data on the whole
range of Reclamation’s history); making the preserved data
available to researchers inside and outside Reclamation.

The senior historian of the Bureau of Reclamation
developed and directs the oral history program. Questions,
comments, and suggestions may be addressed to the senior
historian.

Brit Allan Storey
Senior Historian
Land Resources Office (84-53000)
Policy and Administration
Bureau of Reclamation
P. O. Box 25007
Denver, Colorado 80225-0007
(303) 445-2918
FAX: (720) 544-0639
E-mail: bstorey@usbr.gov

For additional information about Reclamation’s

Oral history of Sammie (Sam) D. Guy



XXIV

history program see:
www.usbr.gov/history
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Oral History Interviews
Sammie (Sam) D. Guy

Storey: This is Brit Allan Storey, Senior Historian of the
Bureau of Reclamation, interviewing Sammie D.
Guy on February the 1%, 1999, at about 8:30 in the
morning in Building 67 on the Denver Federal
Center. This is tape one.

Mr. Guy, I’d like to ask you where you
were born and raised and educated and how you
ended up at the Bureau of Reclamation.

Born in Scottsville, Kentucky, in 1938

Guy:  Okay. So this is Sam Guy, and the question was,
where was | born. Scottsville, Kentucky,
February 28, 1938.

B.S. and M.S. in Civil Engineering at the
University of Kentucky

| went to high school there and went to the
University of Kentucky, getting a bachelor of
science in civil engineering in 1961, went back to
graduate school after a year in the service and got
a master of science in civil engineering in 1963.

Studied Soil Mechanics in Graduate School
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Studied soil mechanics in graduate school
and got interested in the research aspects of soil
mechanics, and was interested in public service,
so | looked three places: Bureau of Reclamation
in Denver, the soils lab across the street; Federal
Highway Administration in Northern Virginia;
and the [U.S. Army]? Corps of Engineers
Research Station in Vicksburg, Mississippi.

Spent about Three Years Doing Research in The
Lab in Denver

By luck, the Bureau was looking for three
graduate students or people with graduate degrees
that year, so myself and two fellows from the
University of Illinois were the three that were
hired.

Met Barney Bellport Through ASCE Activities

2. Note that in the text of these interviews, as opposed to
headings, information in parentheses, (), is actually on the tape.
Information in brackets, [ ], has been added to the tape either by the
editor to clarify meaning or at the request of the interviewee in order to
correct, enlarge, or clarify the interview as it was originally spoken.
Words have sometimes been struck out by editor or interviewee in
order to clarify meaning or eliminate repetition. In the case of
strikeouts, that material has been printed at 50% density to aid in
reading the interviews but assuring that the struckout material is
readable.

The transcriber and editor also have removed some extraneous
words such as false starts and repetitions without indicating their
removal. The meaning of the interview has not been changed by this
editing.
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So | came to work at the Bureau of Reclamation
to do research in soil mechanics, and after about
three years in the labs, | came to know the then-
Chief Engineer Barney Bellport through
professional activities in the American Society of
Civil Engineers.

Bellport Became a Mentor to Him

So he kind of became a mentor for me and a
father figure, so we discussed career planning. He
allowed as which | would do better to leave the
Division of Research and diversify my career. So
on his advice and counsel, | did.

Moved to Design in the Structural and
Architectural Branch and then Moved To
Engineering Reference

So | did some time in the design,
Structural and Architectural Branch, | believe
they called it in those days, did some time—*“did
some time,” that sounds funny—worked for a
while in what we called the Engineering
Reference, | believe. We were trying to help
ourselves stay current on the professional
developments.

Then Moved to Construction Contract
Administration

Oral history of Sammie (Sam) D. Guy



Then I moved to Construction Contract
Administration. At that time what we called the
“chief’s office” in those days was contracting
officer and chief engineer for all the heavy
construction that the Bureau had throughout our
project areas. So | worked in there until “72.
That must have been about the end of the first
term of [Richard M.] Nixon.

Moved to the National Park Service for Several
Years

The Bureau’s budget was going down
sharply. At the same time, my immediate boss
had just transferred across the street to the
National Park Service. They have a service center
up here on Alameda now. It used to be right
across the street here. So | worked in
Construction Contracting from ‘72 to *75. The
Park Service had a major expansion preparing for
the Bicentennial and had a lot of construction and
contracting going on in D.C., Boston,
Philadelphia.

Involved in Development of the National Visitors
Center in Union Station in Washington, D.C.

Got involved in the very interesting
project known then as the National Visitors
Center. This is the conversion of the train station
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in D.C., and that’s a story in itself, but it doesn’t
relate to the Bureau.

Storey: That’s okay.

Moved Back into Contract Administration in the
Bureau of Reclamation in 1975

Guy:  That was concluded in about “75-, “76. | could
see that their budget was going down. In the
meantime, Reclamation was gearing up again, so |
came back to Construction Contracting in the fall
of “75.

1978 to 1979 Participated in the Department of the
Interior’'s Management Development Program

And then the next thing | did after, | believe three
years, in August of ‘78, I went back to D.C. to
participate in the Department of Interior
Management Development Program. So that was
an academic year from September ‘78 through
June of “79.

Returned to Denver in Summer of 1979 and
Became Head of the Contract Administration
Branch

Came back to Contract Administration.
At that time took over the branch, and with that
was contracting officer. Then they moved the
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contracting authority from the Chief engineer
down through the chief of construction, down to
our branch.

Construction Contracting Authority Was Moved
from Denver to the Regions

About the same time, it was decided that
construction contracting authority would be
moved to the regions, as it is today, | believe. So
we were winding up projects and contracts that we
were contracting officer on and also assisting the
contracting officers out in the region.

Moved to Washington, D.C., in 1981 as Liaison to
the Engineering and Research Center and to
Advise the Commissioner on Engineering Issues

In 1981, then, I moved to D.C. and
became chief of engineering—I’ve already
forgotten—engineering liaison, | believe. I've
forgotten what they actually called the unit, but I
was the engineering staff to the commissioner and
liaison to whatever this office was called then,
probably director of design and construction, they
had so many names out here, but what’s now
known as the Technical Service Center.

In August of 1984 Took over the International
Affairs Program
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In July of 1995 Moved to the World Bank

So | did that for three years, and then in
August of 1984, took over the international
program and then in July of 95 took an
assignment to the World Bank, still as a Bureau
employee, and stayed at the World Bank as, I’ll
say, an in-house consulting group, not unlike the
Technical Service Center, and we serviced two
Asia regions of the World Bank. So we were the
Blue Team, as we were affectionately referred to,
or the Water Resources Group. So we were on a
reimbursable basis, not unlike the Technical
Service Center here is to the region, the two Asia
regions. That was from, oh, say from Pakistan
around to Korea, China, down to Indonesia.

Retired from Reclamation January 3, 1997

Then I retired from the Bureau on January
3 1997, two years ago, and my assignment to
the World Bank terminated at the same time. So
that’s kind of the summary of how I got to the
Bureau and what I did with the Bureau.

You mentioned, talk about what I’'m
interested in. First of all, I’m delighted. | assume
that part of this is to prepare for the centennial
celebration of the agency. I’ve been stewing
about that for several years, concerned that we
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weren’t going to do very much. So maybe after
we finish or whenever you want to, Brit, you
could give me some fill-in on what the Bureau’s
going to do for such a celebration, as | hope it will
be a celebration.

“I've been very concerned about the deterioration

Storey:
Guy:
Storey:

Guy:

... of Reclamation . ..”

I’ve been very concerned about the
deterioration, if you will, of Reclamation, and |
guess that’s nothing new. You probably hear that
from most of us retirees as well as some people
that are still working. We’ve been a political
agency. That’s no secret. We still are. Most
government agencies are. Been extremely
controversial for many years now, particularly
with the environmental movement coming on.
We had the so-called Western Coalition of
Senators back in—-Floyd Dominy-by the way, are
you aware that Floyd Dominy spoke here in town
Friday?

No, | didn’t.
You know who he is?
Oh, of course.

Yes. Well, he was here, spoke to some kind of a
water association. | wish 1’d been able to go.
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Storey:
Guy:

Storey:

Guy:

Storey:

I wish 1’d known it.
Yeah. You should have been there.

I’ve done eight hours of oral history interview
with Floyd.

Okay. Okay. Well, then you’ve got everything. |
was at a party yesterday with one of our alumni,
and he got to go hear him, said he was pretty
sharp. What did he say? How old is he, eighty-
five? I’ve forgotten how old he is now.

Something along those lines.

“A lot of the criticism we deserve, a lot we don'’t.
Some people would say that the agency has
outlived its usefulness, and that may be.
Nonetheless, somebody is going to have to take
care of the facilities that Reclamation is now

Guy:

taking care of....”

But so we’ve seen a lot of, in my view,
deterioration of the agency. A lot of the criticism
we deserve, a lot we don’t. Some people would
say that the agency has outlived its usefulness,
and that may be. Nonetheless, somebody is going
to have to take care of the facilities that
Reclamation is now taking care of. It’s become
kind of a popular whipping boy, largely because
there is no Western coalition. 1’m not sure there’s
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a coalition of anything in Congress these days,
except impeachment. They seem to be pretty well
shoulder to shoulder on that.

So, a big concern I’ve had has been what
I’ll say the demise, if you will, of the agency. |
think that Reclamation has an opportunity to point
out some of the positive things that it’s done over
the years, and | hope that you guys will use the
centennial to accentuate the positive, if you will.
We’ve been kind of beating ourselves, in addition
to the public beating on us as an agency for many
years, and, sure, if we had the luxury of going
back, you know, almost a hundred years and
knowing what might come downstream, we might
have done—would have done, clearly, some things
different, but at the time, the needs of the country
were entirely different. And I am sure many have
told you this, and you know it yourself. There
were the Depression days and the Dust Bowl days
and after War | and after War 11 economic
stimulus. Why don’t we criticize the railroads?
We want to say everything’s [unclear] tied our
country together.

We were just another tool to hold our
country together, in my humble view. Sure, there
was economic needs and there was water needs,
and there was the Dust Bowl, but I think some of
our country fathers realized that we’d better do
something for the West or we might not have fifty
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states in our country today.

So that’s been one of my main interests. |
didn’t, of course, know anything about that before
I came to work, but as | worked here in the West
and learned more about the agency, | came to
really admire the agency, and I’m proud to have
been a part of it, worked thirty-odd years with the
agency.

“...Reclamation is still held in very, very high
esteem in the water resource arena around the
world. .. .”

As far as career work is concerned, | think
probably the most interesting things that I did
would be in Construction Contracting and in the
international arena. As you probably know,
Reclamation is still held in very, very high esteem
in the water resource arena around the world. As
you were saying earlier, you can go to most any
country, India, Indonesia, you name it, Pakistan,
Thailand, and find Design of Small Dams, to find
Earth Manual or Concrete Manual.

I was in India about, oh, | guess three
years ago and found a 50s’ version, | think, of the
Earth Manual, the same one that | used when |
started to work in ‘63. So among the things I did
when | got back from that trip—I spent three weeks
in India visiting three different states—I sent them,
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Storey:

Guy:

Storey:

I don’t know, Earth, Concrete Manual, Design of
Small Dams, a bunch of publications to each state,
and this is 1996, and proud to have them.

So | think the most rewarding thing, |
guess I’d have to say, would be the international
work and to see the gleam, glow, whatever, in
people’s eyes when they talk about the Bureau.
Several years ago | was in India also, now that |
think about it, and this guy was showing me his
organization, called himself “The Bureau” after
the Bureau of Reclamation.

So I’m starting to ramble a little bit. Do
you want to focus me here on anything, or shall |
just ramble on?

No, keep going.
Three Gorges Dam in China

| sense that you’re interested more in the
international work. Construction was a mainstay
of us for many, many years, but it’s clearly a low
emphasis of the agency now. Probably the most
interesting and controversial international thing
we’ve ever done is the infamous Three Gorges
Project in China. You’re familiar with that
project?

Yeabh.
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Guy:

Storey:

Guy:

Storey:

Guy:

Storey:

Guy:

Storey:

Guy:

And you’ve talked to people about it, | gather?

No, I’ve never talked to anyone about it before.
Nobody’s been involved. Jack Savage is dead,
unfortunately.

By the way, there was and may be still-Leanna
can tell you or Barb Fullwood-there’s a room of
records on Three Gorges somewhere in the
building unless they’ve been—

They’ve all been classified.
Have they declassified them yet?
No, they’re classified.

Do you have a clearance?

No.

Okay. All right, Three Gorges. Three Gorges is
on the Yangtze River in China. It’s been under
consideration probably before the turn of the
century, but as you mentioned Savage, Savage
went over there in the mid-forties and stayed
maybe a year or two. While | think about it, we
were going to have some kind-yes, we were
going to celebrate fifty years—it kind of escapes
me now, but we had some kind of a celebration
put together, and we were going to celebrate a
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Storey:

Guy:

Storey:

Guy:

period of time, fifty or sixty years—it must have
been sixty, mid-nineties—it must have been sixty
years of cooperation with the Chinese
Government and was going back to when Savage
was there, so that’s mid-forties, mid-nineties—no,
it’d be fifty.

He was actually there in the thirties, | think. No?

‘44, ‘45, or ‘46. And another one of our retirees,
Ivyl Taylor—is that name familiar to you?

vyl Taylor
Just barely.

Okay. lvyl lives here in town, as far as | know,
retired about maybe a year or two before I did, but
I’ll say in the last three or four years, and Ivyl was
writing an article on the cooperation between us
and the Yangtze Valley Planning Office, and
that’s probably not classified. Barbara Fulwood
or Leanna could lay probably her hands—and |
think lvyl still lives here in town. We were going
to do several articles. | know he was writing one
and, I think, at least got that drafted if not, in fact,
in final form. So if you want to really get in on
Three Gorges, that would be wonderful.

Darrell Webber
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Darrell Webber—have you spoke to him?

Storey: Yes. | know Darrell.

Guy:

Darrell was, of course, the chief engineer or
whatever we—just ACER, I guess we called it in
those days. He retired as ACER. And I think
Darrell was writing an article. We can’t get into
the classified stuff. A lot of that’s classified.

Anyway, we had then to go out on the
Three Gorges. One of the three sites that Savage
picked is the one that’s being built as we talk. We
had, | forget, somewhere around fifty or a
hundred of their people here in the early fifties
working on the design of Three Gorges when
China closed and they pulled their people. They
were here in the—well, this building wasn’t built
then, but I guess we were probably still downtown
in the fifties. That was before my time, but we
had quite a number of their people here in
Reclamation working on the Three Gorges Dam.

So when things went to hell in China, so to
speak, why, they had to go home, and nothing
happened until Nixon and [Secretary of State
Henry] Kissinger, when they reopened China and
visit and all that, you know. So about 1983, their
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Minister of Water Resources, Madame Qian,?
came to Washington and Denver and asked the
Bureau to get reinvolved with Three Gorges.

In ‘83 and ‘84, Hal Furman-let’s see, Hal
at that point must have been a Special Assistant to
Commissioner Bob Broadbent. Hal Furman, Bob

3. Madame Qian (pronounced Shen) served as the Chinese
Minister of Water Resources from 1975 until her retirement in1988.

“Qian Zhengying, who opened the proceedings, was an
unlikely bearer of the news. This stooped 84-year-old with twinkling
eyes was China’s first woman engineer, and later became its longest-
serving communist minister. She cut her teeth managing the Red
Army’s water supplies during the civil war and then, as Minister for
Power and Water, implemented Mao’s commitment to conquer nature,
building a vast network of roads and power stations. Her most famous,
or notorious, legacy is the Three Gorges Dam, the enormous project to
tame the Yangtse that has displaced a million people to provide power
for the booming cities of central China.

“The dam has become a symbol of industrialising excess. Yet
Madam Qian’s theme was the need to return to China’s great traditions
of harmony with nature. China needed to adapt to a new model of
development, with more respect for wildlife and landscapes, clean air
and water. What’s even more surprising is that her words are not heresy
but rather the new party line. At the recent 17th party congress,
President Hu Jintao spoke of the need for China to be an “ecological
civilisation”, with a “circular economy” where waste is reused.
Ambitious targets have been set for renewable energy and efficiency,
and Beijing already has car regulations more stringent than America.

“The occasion for Madam Qian’s speech was the second
Shantou Dialogue . . .” Source: Geoff Mulgan, The Times: The Sunday
Times, November 27, 2007, accessed at:
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/columnists/guest_contributo
rs/article2950882.ece
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Towles, who retired as the regional director down
in Boulder City several years ago, and another
fellow-the name will come to me-who retired
from the Bureau of Mines, he left us a few years
ago, Jim Cook-Jim Cook, the three of them, |
think, made three trips to China and negotiated a
reimbursable agreement with the Ministry of
Water Resources for Bureau Rec to send people to
China and to bring their people over here, and it
was on—fully reimbursable to us, China’s own
money.

And I think we spent somewhere in the
neighborhood of two, maybe three, million dollars
of their money between-I think the agreement
was signed about the time | took the international
program, so 1’1l say summer of ‘84, up until we
terminated the agreement per direction of the
current administration and Commissioner Dan
Beard in December of 1993. We had-I would say
we probably had fifty to a hundred people, Bureau
of Reclamation employees, have visited China,
and more than a hundred, I’'m sure, of their people
that’s come over here and studied, visited our
projects and whatnot.

We took the Corps of Engineers in as a
partner to do the navigation part because, as you
know, we don’t do locks and that sort of thing.
That’s the Corps’ expertise.
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This administration, under Commissioner
Dan Beard and—-who was the Secretary, [Bruce]
Babbitt. The first time | met Secretary Babbitt,
they had took his division chiefs down with him
to meet the secretary. So Dan said, “Well, just
introduce yourselves,” as we all did. So when it
came my turn, Babbitt said, “Oh, you’re the guy
that’s building Three Gorges.” [Laughter]

So | said, “Well, not really, but | guess
we’d better talk about that.” So I kind of figured
that—-well, the heartbreak of that, in my view,
number one, the dam’s being built as we talk, as
we knew it would be, with or without our
assistance. They don’t have the environmental
assessment that the world, the World Bank, and
certainly the environmental people of the world
think is necessary, and that’s probably true, but
they did whatever they thought was appropriate.

And our position was, and still is—-my
position still is—that if we had remained involved,
we could have helped them make a better project,
and by simply withdrawing, we have no voice
whatsoever. So the first heartbreak is—and I’'m
not being too out of order, I don’t think, on
Reclamation, because we’ve got some wonderful
people, still have some wonderful people-we
could have contributed and continued to
contribute, and now we’re out of it totally.
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In addition to that, we were instrumental
in getting a lot of the private sector involved with
Three Gorges. 1I’'m convinced that our private
sector is not as involved and is not getting the
amount of business that they may have gotten if
we could have remained involved.

In about the late eighties, | escorted then-
Secretary [of the Interior] Bill Clark.* He was—
let’s think. He was Secretary between Jim Watt
and [Donald] Hodel, so that must have been
second term of [Ronald] Reagan, I guess, so about
mid-eighties—we went to China, and Secretary
Clark was talking with the Minister of Water
Resources, Madame Qian. In the conversation, he
was asking what more we could do and that sort
of thing, and she said, “Make me a concrete
offer.”

So with that, we came home, and Clark—
and Darrell Webber can tell you more about this
than I-Clark invited quite a wide range of private-
sector people to Washington to be briefed on our
trip over there, and by the way, we flew over on
Air Force Two. We hooked a ride with— let’s see,
[Malcolm] Baldrige. Baldrige was Secretary of
Commerce. He was the cowboy that got killed by
a bucking-he’s from up here in Wyoming, 1 think,

4. Secretary of the Interior William P. Clark of California served
under President Ronald Reagan from November 18, 1983, until
February 7, 1985.
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seriously, got killed on a horse. He was quite a
cowboy.

Anyway, he was taking a trade mission to
China and Russia and, | don’t know, somewhere
else so had it set up for judge Clark, secretary
Clark and Hal Furman-by now Hal was probably
deputy assistant secretary for water and
science—and then our commissioner, Bob
Broadbent, or maybe Bob might have been
assistant secretary by that time. So had a trip set
up for Clark, Broadbent, and Furman to go with
Baldrige on this trade mission, and they would
just go as far as China, and then they’d turn
around and come back, and then Baldrige and his
bunch. So we ended up going on Air Force Two.

So I’m over at judge Clark’s office with
Broadbent and Furman, working on the details of
this trip. Out of the blue, Broadbent says, “Well,
Mr. Secretary, | don’t think I’d better go, but Sam
Guy will go in my place,” so that’s how | got to
go on this trip with the secretary of the interior.
So that was one of the highlights of our trip, was
riding on Air Force Two to China. [Laughter]
That was quite a thing.

Public and Private Sectors Worked Together to
Propose to China That American Expertise Be

Devoted to Project Managment on the Three

Gorges Project
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So when we got back, we were having this
briefing session with the private sector, judge
Clark telling—and he said, “I think we have quite
an opportunity here, if you guys can get together
and let’s decide what they really need to get Three
Gorges going, and what we, the U.S., can offer.”
So from that, Darrell was our person on it and
Bob [unclear] Bechtel, and | think Kaiser was
involved, and Allis-Chalmers, which is now
Voight Hydro in York, Pennsylvania, was
involved.

So, quite a few people were assembled in
Washington for several weeks and put together a
proposal centering around project management. It
was our view that the biggest thing that China
needed to do was to have the experience of
Bureau of Rec and Bechtel and Kaiser and Allis
and whoever, whoever, to put the thing together.
We realized that they couldn’t afford—the cost of
Three Gorges being what it is—they couldn’t
afford to bring too many people in from outside,
but they could afford, in our view, to bring people
in at project management.

So a proposal was designed—and it’s in the
Three Gorges room downstairs or wherever it is
now-and Dick may have a copy in Washington. 1
don’t know if he does or if he’ll admit to it or not.
[Laughter] Because it should be classified. |
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Storey:

Guy:

Storey:

Guy:

know there’re some copies in existence that are
not classified, between me and you and the
gatepost, and you may want to delete this off the
tape. [Laughter] But I know there is.

A rather comprehensive proposal was put
together for major involvement, not only Bureau
of Rec, Corps of Engineers, other-[U.S.]
Geological Survey—but heavy involvement in the
private sector. So judge Clark and Darrell and |
don’t-I didn’t go on this one. | don’t remember
who all went. That proposal was taken to China
and given to Madame Qian.

And this was for project oversight, basically?

Project oversight, technical assistance, whatever
China needed.

But not the actual physical construction.

No. They just didn’t have the money. We pay—
we, the U.S., pay ourselves too well, whether it’s
Bureau of Rec or whether it’s Harza or whatever.
Harza did do a lot of engineering on a dam called
Ertan in China that’s just being completed now.
I’m sure that what they did was have a relatively
small number of people . ..

END SIDE 1, TAPE 1. FEBRUARY 1, 1999.
BEGIN SIDE 2, TAPE 1. FEBRUARY 1, 1999.
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Guy:

Storey:

Guy:

An interesting sideline of that, by the way, is that
Harza, while they were—do you know who Harza
is, by that way, Harza Engineering?

Yes. That’s where Don Duck went after he left
Reclamation.

That’s right. Exactly. Okay. And Steve Ziegler’s
there now, a good friend of mine, so | have a
contact there. Steve, who used to work for me in
Contract Ad, has the job that Don took when he
first went, and he was here for the playoffs, so |
stayed-and he also went to the Super Bowl
yesterday. So if you need anything out of Harza,
I’ll give you Steve’s number, and you can contact
him.

But Harza elected not to become involved
in this combine, and that was too bad that they
didn’t, but that was their personal choice, because
it cost a lot of money to put people in Washington
and put this proposal together.

The Proposal from the United States Included
$4,000,000 in Seed Money for the Three Gorges

Work

So what we were looking at, as |
remember, was four million dollars seed money to
get this implemented and to show good faith with
the Chinese.
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The Trade Development Program at the State
Department Ultimately Chose Not to Sponsor the
Three Gorges Project Because of the Political
Situation at the Time

So we went down to what was called then, and
may still be in existence, Trade and Development
Program, TDP, it’s got a different name now, but
it’s close to that, and they’re a part of State
Department. They claim to be an independent
agency, but I don’t know if you know, there’s
State, AID, Agency for International
Development, and TDP have a common boss that
doesn’t exist. So if you look on paper, there is an
umbrella organization that State AID and TDP
report to. This still exists today. It was never
staffed. So TDP claims to be independent, but the
fact of the matter is, both they and AID work for
State. Now, you can get some arguments about
that, but that’s kind of the way.

So it went to TDP, and they were going to
put up half of it, I think, and the private sector
was going to put up the other half, and-now, this
is mid-eighties by now-and it just got too hot,
politically hot, the environmental groups, etc., so
TDP backed out. TDP’s mission is to support our
private sector to get international work. So they
would go in and finance, say, Harza to do an
appraisal study, which is kind of a low-level
planning study, say, in Pakistan or pick any
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country. They would give Harza the money to do
this appraisal study if Harza and Pakistan
convinced TDP that there would be a strong
likelihood of follow-on work. So they were using
their budget—albeit small, something like thirty
million a year at that time, | think—to help our
people get a toehold into, say, Mekong, for
example, mention that.

So it wasn’t out of order or anything but
appropriate for TDP to see this as an opportunity
to put some seed money into our private sector,
with the expectation that Allis-Chalmers would
get the turbines, and that Harza would get the
engineering and Bechtel would do construction
management, and Rotech would put conveyer
systems, and Caterpillar would put tractors, etc.
So it made sense. It was a solid proposal, but it
was just too controversial.

So—-what was it called? Team America, |
believe it was called—Team America proposal.
Team America proposal died on the vine. So that
was kind of the beginning of the end, | think. It
took us another eight years to finally totally
withdraw from Three Gorges, but that, | think,
really had a lot of potential, and it was just too
bad that we couldn’t figure out some way to
finance, and I believe there would be a lot more
U.S. involvement in Three Gorges today than
there is.
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Now, Rotech is providing—they’re a
materials handler—they’re providing conveyer
system and so forth, and Allis-Chalmers is now
Voight Hydro, a German corporation, but VVoight
Hydro at York, Pennsylvania, is an American
corporation wholly owned by German interests.
So they’re in there working with the turbines, but
rather than turbines being manufactured in York,
they’ll now be manufactured in Germany. So
there’s direct-I can point absolute direct, what it
cost us to pull out of Three Gorges. Nonetheless,
this administration and our commissioner, then
Dan Beard, we had to finally write a letter telling
the Minister of Water Resources that the Bureau
of Reclamation and Corps of Engineers would no
longer be able to assist them.

Guy and Commissioner Dan Beard Went to China
When the Administration Chose to Withdraw from
Support of the Three Gorges Project

So | told commissioner Beard that we
owed it to China after all these years for him to
go-1"d go with him-to explain to the Ministry of
Water Resources why. Of course, they sat across
the table and looked at us like, “What are you
guys, nuts?” [Laughter] But we did. We went in
January of ‘94 to China and tried to, in our best
words, tell them that it wasn’t within the priorities
of President [William Jefferson] Clinton and this
administration and etc.
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Storey:
Guy:

Storey:

There’s people still in the building that
worked on-I just ran into one a while ago as |
came in, Chuck Anderson, and what did he say,
he was working in Structural Analysis now. He’s
been to China a number of times. There’s a
retiree here in town, Bruce Moyes, —O-Y-E-S,
and | mentioned Ivyl Taylor earlier. Bruce stayed
in Wuhan, that’s where the engineering was done
and is being done in China. It’s downstream from
the Three Gorges site. For a few years | think
Bruce might have been there a third to half time,
and unfortunately he had a stroke, so he’s not
physically able to go back anymore. Then we
used lvyl, but I don’t think Ivyl ever lived over
there. He went over there frequently. And then
Chuck Anderson got involved. So those three, if
you really have an interest sometime in Three
Gorges, are more accurate than 1.

At this point | was running the
international program, so | would go at least once
a year to negotiate next year’s work. We’d set
down, usually in December, Darrell and | would
go and lay out what we were going to do the next
calendar year.

Darrell-
Webber.

Darrell Webber.
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Concern about Inactive Landslides at Three

Guy:

Storey:

Gorges Dam

Yeah. He was ACER at the time. And most of
the work was done here in the building. Some
was done from the regions, and, as | say, we
farmed some out to the Corps of Engineers, all the
navigation part. We got the Geological Survey
involved. There’s a lot of problems with
landslides coming into the river, and if you create
a lake and wet the lower end of a landslide that’s
been inactive for years, there’s a chance of
lubricating it, and it’ll start getting active again.
So that was a big concern on Three Gorges, was
inactive landslides.

So, we’re out of Three Gorges.

What reason did the administration give, or did
they?

Some in the Administration Thought That U.S.
Withdrawal from Three Gorges Would Kill the

Guy:

Project

Well, it’s just an environmental disaster and it
should not be built, and because China wanted the
Bureau and the Corps as government agencies
involvement, some people in this administration
felt that we could use us as agencies, say, “If you
don’t do a better job on environmental
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investigation and mitigation, we’re going to pull
out and kill your job.” Well, pretty naive, but this
administration can be pretty naive, but that was
the idea, seriously, that we could use involvement
of the government agencies as a pawn to put
pressure on China to have them do, either, one, a
better job, or maybe, hopefully, not build the job.
Pretty naive, but that was the thinking.

Now we’ve got the same thing going in
other countries. We have the World Bank and the
other lending institutions of the world doing the
same thing. The World Bank will go in and-
well, we come back to that. China is not taking
money from anybody. Taiwan said, “How much
money you want? We’ll give you all you want,
just recognize our independence.” [Laughter]
China said, “Nah, | don’t think so.”

Storey: They didn’t think that was a good deal, huh?

The World Bank Is Placing Environmental

Requirements on its Loans Even Though it Knows
the Counrties Will Not and Cannot Comply with

Guy:

Them

No. Twenty billion wasn’t worth it. Japan, in
their heyday, they were coming in pretty strong.
Of course, they’ve hit on hard times now. The
World Bank now, within the last, oh, | don’t
know, ten years or maybe more, they’ve become
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not as stringent as our government, but have much
more requirements on environmental assessments
and environment treatment, environmental
mitigation, and that’s been brought on largely by
our environmental people in our country but other
countries as well.

So the requirements for you, as Pakistan or
China or whoever you are, to get a World Bank
loan, there’s a lot more requirements now for
environmental assessment, have an environmental
mitigation, and whatnot. As a result, China said,
“We don’t want any World Bank money. We
don’t want any Asian development money.”™ So
the money that’s going in is largely China’s own
money and then concession financing. Voight
Hydro, for example, will probably loan them a
sack of money maybe at no interest or nominal
interest in order to get the contract to build
turbines. Maybe they’ll do the same in
Switzerland and Japan and whoever. That’s the
way the game is played now.

“So to avoid having the strict requirements of the
World Bank, China says, ‘We don’t want your
money.” And that's happening other places as

well. ...

So to avoid having the strict requirements of the

5. Referring to the Asian Development Bank’s Asian
Development Fund.

Bureau of Reclamation History Program



31

World Bank, China says, “We don’t want your
money.” And that’s happening other places as
well.

So anyway, getting back to your question
“Why?,” that was the thinking by this
administration, that we would use the threat of
pulling out government agencies to try to make
them do a better job, and maybe they are. Maybe
it worked. | believe we could have contributed,
not only we, Reclamation, but the Corps and the
Geological Survey, and as | said earlier, I think
our private sector would have a lot more financial
involvement. We estimated there would be, in
mid-“80 dollars, a billion dollars bought external
to China. And that’s not a small amount of
money.

Coming back to the World Bank, in their
requirements they’re getting quite hamstrung by
environmental requirements. Their intent’s right,
and they’re trying to get countries to do better,
and they are. The problem you have is we’re
trying—we, the World Bank and we, this
administration—are trying to impose America or
France or Western Europe or Japan or whoever’s
standards on Somalia or Pakistan or Indonesia,
and it just doesn’t work. So they’re having a lot
of frustration. Well, Russia for example.
Russia’s environmental laws are more stringent
than ours. They’re just not enforced. That goes
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Storey:

Guy:

on throughout the world.

So, [there’s a] lot of frustration in the
World Bank staff in policy and all the way to the
President [James D.] Wolfensohn® about
requirements that they’re trying to impose on
reciprocants of loans from the environmental
perspective and what the reality is. So everybody
knows that they won’t do and can’t do what’s
required, yet they’re signing and agreeing to do
that, and you’re sending this World Bank sending
staff out to monitor what you know isn’t going to
be done. Tough business. That’s going on as we
talk.

It doesn’t sound like any fun, that’s for sure.

No. It makes it tough on the reciprocant country
because they know when they sign that they can’t
do what they’re signing. So the World Bank-I
gained a lot of appreciation for the staff at the
World Bank for the year and a half that | was
there. Itold them all, I said, “You’re trying to be
everything to everybody, and you don’t have
enough people, you don’t have enough money.”
See, what they do, they try to siphon a little
money off the loan money that finances their own
operation. So you have some poor slob that’s a
project manager with a meager staff going out

6.

Served as president of the World Bank for two five-year terms

from 1995 to 2005.
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working with, say, Indonesia, where | went three
times, to put together a program, a project as we
would call it, and then finally, by the [unclear] get
a loan in place, and then that same person and
staff goes out periodically and visits to see what’s
happening, and everybody knows going in that it
isn’t going to come out like you planned it. So
everybody’s playing the game and going through
it. So there’s a lot of topnotch people in the
World Bank, a lot of frustrated people in the
World Bank.

Snowy Mountian Authority in Australia and the

Storey:

Guy:

Storey:

Guy:

U.S. Reclamation Service

Maybe back to the Bureau and some of
the—we’ve talked largely about Three Gorges. As
you’re probably aware, we got really into the
international work in the teens. The Snowy
Mountain Authority in Australia, have you heard
of that?

Just barely have heard of that.

Well, Snowy Mountain Authority in Australia
was being put together about that time.

In the 19-teens?

Yeah. So they had people over here, and we had
people over there, and it will look a whole lot
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like, if you get into the history of their
organization, the Bureau of Reclamation. So that
was probably Joe-I think he would say the same
thing, Joe Cutschall, but that was kind of what we
point to as the beginning of Reclamation’s
international involvement, was helping the Snowy
Mountain folks. If you get Leanna [Principe] and
Dick [Ives] and dig out some of the old pictures,
you’ll find some old slides of some of that
involvement.

Then it probably—the next big surge-well,
that wasn’t a surge, that was kind of the
beginning—but the surge would be the heyday of
the thirties when we were building Hoover Dam
and Grand Coulee and some of the other major
structures, post-War | and post Depression time.’
You know, we had a huge program going on back
in those days. | think Hoover was finished in “35,
I think. We celebrated the fiftieth anniversary—by
the way, we brought our Chinese counterparts
over to help us celebrate the anniversary of
Hoover Dam in 1985 or ‘86, whenever it was.

But when we were in the heyday of the
thirties, before War |1, then we had a lot of people
coming over here and spending time here in the
Denver office and going out to the construction
sites. | don’t know, back in those days, if we

7. Referring, apparently, to the 1930s and the construction after
World War Il in the 1950s and 1960s.
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were getting paid or not, but as you know now,
most everything we do international, with a few
exceptions—Dick will tell you about that, Dick
Ives—is reimbursed. So we adopted a policy
several years ago that if you spent more than two
or three days—and Leanna can tell you what it is
now; they may have changed it since | got out-but
if you’re here more than two or three days, you
had to pay your way, and what that means is you
paid your own personal expense, and if you spent
two hours talking to somebody, we charged them
for whatever your wages were. So it was kind of
expensive.

But nonetheless, it seems to me like we
count something around 15,000 people that we’ve
had down through the years, either as a visitor or
a trainee. We define the trainee as being
reimbursable. And Leanna can give you the
numbers on that. So that was kind of the heyday.

Reclamation and the Mekong River

Then it grew into having people in
residence overseas. You mentioned Mekong.
Probably the biggest program we ever had, as far
as people overseas, | think when Wrestler
[phonetic] and Joe and them were over there, |
think we had somewhere in the neighborhood of
fifty to seventy-five people in Bangkok designing
some facilities.
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Pa Mong Dam

Pa Mong was the name of the dam, and you were
talking about it being built by those designs.

“...somebody, will do something on the Mekong
River....”

I don’t think so. | hope not. Butitis... We will
do—"“we,” somebody, will do something on the
Mekong River. It’s one of these that goes crazy
in the monsoons and then goes dry in the dry
season, and it’s the one, you know, that comes
across Vietnam and goes out and just raises Cain
with the lower delta places. So something will be
done.

Visited the Mekong Commission

When | was traveling out looking for
work, why, | visited the Mekong Commission a
number of times when | was-Darrell, | think,
went with me at least one time. What happened
during the war over there, the—what do they call
it? The Mekong Commission, and they all fell
out with each other. There’s Vietnam, Thailand,
Cambodia, Myanmar, China. The headwaters of
the Mekong’s up in China. So during their war
years, they all had a falling-out, couldn’t get
along with each other, but there was what was
called an “interim committee” formed, and now
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they’re kissing and making up. They had a
meeting in Washington about three or four years
ago. So they’ve about got it all back together
now, and the organization still is in Bangkok, and
the World Bank has a team devoted to the
Mekong. So there’s activity going on.

| think that they will-well, it’ll be like
everybody else. They’re a developing country.
Thailand’s probably the most prosperous.
China’s probably next. Cambodia doesn’t have a
pot to pee in, if you will, or a window to throw it
out. So you’ve got pretty much the gamut of the
“haves” and have-nots” in the Mekong, but | hope
that they will do an adequate job as far as
environmental consideration and mitigation, but
I’m quite positive that what we, the Bureau, had
designed and planned for them will have to be
updated, because that was all done in the sixties
and early seventies, before the environmental
movement came.

Also, the hydrology, as far as your buddy
in the spillway, our knowledge of hydrology, you
know, and all the safety-of-dams things that
we’ve gone through all these years and Teton and
all that-by the way, come back to Teton. I’ll tell
you about that.

Storey: We’ll definitely talk about Teton.
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Guy:  So I’m sure that they can use a lot of the
information that the Bureau developed. There’s
no question about that. But it will have to be
updated, and is being updated, I’m sure, as we
talk.

Storey: | guess I got the impression Pa Mong was—they
were moving forward on it.

“China. .. built ... twelve to fifteen [dams] on
their part, on the upper reaches. People were
getting pretty nervous about that, but they tell me
that they're basically just hydro sites, that when
you get that far up in China, the gradient’s so
steep that they virtually don’t have any storage;
they’re just pulling power out as it comes down
there, almost the run of the river. . ..”

Guy:  Well, Pa Mong is one dam, and there will be-I
don’t know how many. China is probably now-
have built and is building twelve to fifteen on
their part, on the upper reaches. People were
getting pretty nervous about that, but they tell me
that they’re basically just hydro sites, that when
you get that far up in China, the gradient’s so
steep that they virtually don’t have any storage;
they’re just pulling power out as it comes down
there, almost the run of the river. So that they
really are-the guys downstream would be like
Mexico is with us on the Colorado. You know,
we’ve got the Colorado so controlled now, we can
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literally stop it or start it anytime we want to. We
have an agreement, as you know, to pass ten
percent to old Mexico, but the guys downstream,
like Vietnam, down at the very end, they’ve got to
get real nervous when people upstream starts
building Hoover Dams or Lake Meads or Lake
Powell, you know, because of storage and
regulation.

But in the case of China, they tell me that
they don’t have enough storage up there to make a
whole lot of difference. But when they start doing
stuff like Pa Mong, if they’re now doing that, and
| don’t think they are, but maybe they are, then
that’s when—that’s the reason we have the
Mekong Commission now that it’s called. They
have like a River Basin Commission like we have
in our country, like Murray Darling in Australia
and that sort of thing.

Pa Mong Dam Will Be Built on the Mekong River

I’m kind of lost, why we cut and went
back to Mekong. Anyway, it will be built.

Now, the environmental groups are really
nervous about it. The alternative for not letting
hydropower go on the Mekong is what’s going on
now in Thailand. You know, they’re burning that
low-grade coal. It’s really screwing up things,
what we used to call acid rain here in our country.
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So that’s one of the alternatives if you don’t do
hydropower. But it’ll be a long time coming.

The World Bank and Others Are Actively
Following Developments Regarding the Pa Mong

Storey:

Dam

| don’t know if Dick [Ives] is staying
involved in the Mekong or not. I’ve encouraged
him to, when | left. You might talk to him about
it when you go back to Washington next week,
what the thinking is. Like I say, there is an active
group in the World Bank on the Mekong Basin.
They expect to be a player. You know, there’s an
Asia Development Bank. Are you familiar?
There’s the World Bank and then there’s regional
banks. Asia Development Bank’s out of the
Philippines. They’ll be a major player. Japan
has donated a person—I met him-to run the
Mekong Commission now. I’m sure they’re
going to be a major player, get their hand into the

pie.

Tell me what the Mekong Project is. | hear flood
control.

Flood Control and Navigation Are Concerns on

Guy:

the Mekong

Well, yeah. As | say, it starts up in China and
comes down. The Mekong River, look at it as the
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Colorado River, and it starts up in China like the
Colorado River starts in Wyoming. It comes
down across Myanmar, Cambodia, like the
Colorado cuts through Colorado and Utah. The
delta down in old Mexico is Vietnam. So the
Mekong River and the Mekong Commission is
looking at the river in total, or should be. | think
there’s been at least one bridge built now between
Vietnam and Thailand, | think.

But they’re looking at it-we’ve got to
think about navigation, for example, and if you
put in a dam, you have to put locks like they are
in Three Gorges or you don’t use the river for
navigation. On the other hand, if you have
storage, like we have on the Mississippi and the
Missouri, then you can maintain navigation in the
dry times if you’ve got enough storage to pass.
So those considerations—so navigation is one,
flood control. So it’s a multi-purpose river basin
development, and there’s a lot of hydro potential
on it. So it’s no different than what we’ve done
on the Colorado or the Columbia, the Mississippi.
It’s no different than what’s being done on the
Yangtze River, Nile River, name the major rivers
of the world.

“The complication is that you’ve got countries,
five, | believe . .. and all the problems that comes
with it...."
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The complication is that you’ve got countries,
five, | believe, as opposed to, what, ten states on
the Colorado River, and all the problems that
comes with it.

Storey: You’ve mentioned navigation on Three Gorges a
couple, three times. | guess | had the impression
this was a really big, high dam.

Navigation at Three Gorges Dam in China

Guy: Itis. It’s as high as Hoover Dam, and time and a
half as long as our Grand Coulee Dam. They’re
going to put locks through it.

Storey: And they’re going to lock navigation through it?

Guy:  Yeah. | hope you get to see it sometime. It will
be an impressive structure. Somewhere, | know,
in the China room, in the Three Gorges rooms,
there’s pictures of it. | suspect, if they haven’t
been thrown out, there’s pictures—well, ask Chuck
Anderson. He’s probably got some pictures on it.
I know there’s pictures in the building somewhere
unless they’ve been burned. But the
design—-you’re familiar with Grand Coulee?

Storey: Yeah.

Guy:  You’ve got a small powerplant on either side of
center spillway. If you look downstream, on the
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Storey:

Guy:

Storey:

right abutment we went in, in the eighties and
built a big Third Powerplant.

Yes, in the seventies, | think.

Yes. In the seventies. So if you took the third
powerplant away, then it would look very much
like Three Gorges, and the ship locks will be on
the left abutment. It’s a fascinating project. So,
yes, you’re exactly right. And this is the reason
we had the Corps of Engineers involved, and the
Corps doesn’t have anything close to the lifts that
we’re talking at Three Gorges. See, we’ve got to
lift about three hundred feet. They’ll do it in
stages. | don’t know if they finally settled on-
they were talking anywhere from three to five
stages, so you lock up, lock up, lock up or down.

Interesting.

Navigation on the Yangtze Has to Be Maintained

Guy:

Storey:

Guy:

During Construction of the Dam

In addition to that, they have to have traffic
during construction.

River traffic.
Yes, maintain river traffic during construction,

just like you’re going to build Interstate 70 out
here or-well, 1-15 going through Salt Lake. You
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Storey:

Guy:

Storey:

Guy:

Storey:

Guy:

know they’re remodeling that for the Olympics
and other reasons. You’ve got to maintain traffic
while you’re rebuilding your road. The same
thing in Three Gorges. They’ve got to maintain
river traffic while they’re building the dam.

That must be an interesting issue for them.

It’s fascinating. Oh, yeah. So we brought them
over here—oh, I don’t know, probably mid-
eighties. Well, I’ll tell you when it was. It was
during the dedication celebration of fifty years of
Hoover Dam. We went down to Tennessee-
Tombigbee [Waterway}. Do you know what that
is?

Yes, Tenn Tom.

Yes. We went down, took the Chinese there, and
the Corps set it up for us and gave them a nice
tour of the navigation facilities along the
Tennessee-Tombigbee.

Interesting. Tell me how you became interested
in engineering out there in Scottsville, Kentucky.
Where is Scottsville, incidentally? | graduated
from U.K. in ‘68 with my Ph.D.

How He Decided to Study Engineering

U.K.? Is that right?
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Storey:
Guy:
Storey:

Guy:

Storey:

Guy:

Yes. Adolf [Rupp] was still here.
Yes. ‘68. So when did you start?
‘63.

| graduated in ‘63. I’ll be darned. My wife
graduated in ‘69. She was an undergraduate in
business while you were in—

At Kentucky?

Yeah. And then she went and got her master’s at
the University of Louisville.

The reason | got into engineering. When |
was in high school, we had a good buddy, as
everybody does, and we were going to be
accountants. There was a business school there at
Bowling Green. By the way, where is Scottsville?
Scottsville is just off Interstate 65. Interstate 65
goes from Nashville to Louisville, soit’s . . .

END SIDE 2, TAPE 1. FEBRUARY 1, 1999.
BEGIN SIDE 1, TAPE 2. FEBRUARY 1, 1999.

Storey:

Guy:

This is an interview by Brit Storey with Sammie
D. Guy on February 1%, 1999.

So that makes Scottsville about 150 miles
southwest of Lexington and 120 south of
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Louisville, sixty miles north of Nashville. So,
pretty good in arithmetic, as we said in high
school, and there was a little business school
down at Bowling Green, which is now part of the
Western Kentucky University. So we were going
to go down there and be accountants.

We didn’t even have counselors in this
small rural high school, but we had a history
teacher, of all things, who took an interest in us
boys, and one of my good friends had gotten—he
wanted to study agriculture, and he had gotten a
little scholarship to U.K., so our history teacher
loaded up he and my other buddy and I, and we
went to Lexington in about August to look at the
campus.

In the meantime, my oldest brother was a
tanker in War 11, and after the war, why, he and
Dad started a little business of light construction
with bulldozers. So I kind of grew up in that
environment. Dad had gone to some business
training after the eighth grade. It wasn’t even
high school then. He was born in ‘96, so my
parents were forty when | was born. So, nobody
in the family had gone to college, but I had a lot
of support from my family to do that. So we’re
up at Lexington now about-I don’t know, maybe
four weeks before school starts. We’re graduated
from high school. So the one buddy that’s got the
scholarship, he’s promoting going to U.K.,
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because you couldn’t study agriculture at Western
at that time, | think. My other buddy wanted to
go to business school, but he was willing to go
with us. So the net of it was, we go in to see the
Dean of Men, Dean Martin. | think he was
probably still there when you were there. And not
only were we three weeks from school starting,
we said, “We want to room together.”

Now, Donovan Hall was fairly new at that
time, as you may remember, there on Rose Street.
There is one room in Donovan Hall that has four
beds in it. All the rest of the building have two.
As you come in on Rose Street to the left,
somehow the way the building is, two rooms were
put together and there’s four beds. So we don’t
even know anything. So the dean said, “As a
matter of fact, I’ve got a four-man room over in
Donovan Hall, and you kids can have it.”

We said, “Great.” So now we’re going to
room together, so we’re all going to go to U.K.
So my buddy that was going to be the accountant,
his parents didn’t want him to go that far. They
wanted him to go to Western so he’d be closer to
home, and there was some concern about money.
None of us had any money. So the net of it was,
my ag guy and | went to Kentucky, and Clay, the
other guy, went over to the business school.

So now we’re a week or two from school
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Storey:

Guy:
Storey:

Guy:

starting, got to think about what we’re going to
major in. So | guess it was probably the influence
of my older brothers saying, “Why don’t you be
an engineer.” “What do they do?” I had no clue,
you know. So that’s how | became an engineer.
[Laughter] The rest is history, as we’d say.

Tell me about school. You went, and you got an
M.A. ultimately.

M.S., master of science.
Master of science. You must have liked it.

Oh, yes. | was good in math and had to play
catch-up. | had no chemistry, no physics, hadn’t
had solid geometry, hadn’t had trig, which was
not too uncommon for kids coming out of rural
Kentucky. At that point, the university—if you had
a diploma, you could go. So I had to take solid
geometry non-credit, and really struggled with
physics and chemistry, but | did have a good math
background in algebra, exactly opposite of
everybody else. | got As in algebraand aD in
trig, the only D I ever got in college. We had one
of those big lecture rooms over there in the math
building, 150 or so of us in trig. | had no clue
what that guy was talking about.

Anyway, we got through that and got
interested, through a friend of mine, in the

Bureau of Reclamation History Program



49

fraternity, so I was Lambda Chi [AX] there.

At that time—see, | started in *56. At that
time you were going to the Army one way or the
other, unless you got married and had kids or you
had a physical problem. So | decided that-oh,
and at one time | considered going to West Point,
by the way, too. Now, the family didn’t support
that, and as | looked into it some, | realized |
didn’t have the background, I’d have to go to a
prep school. So that kind of fell by the wayside.
But Dad was in War 1, and older brother was War
I1, and the next brother was Korea time, and all of
us, well I never—-some went to ROTC.

ROTC Officer Training at Fort Knox

I ended up spending my ROTC officer training at
Fort Knox. Dad was moved to Fort Knox when it
opened in 1917 or 18, and my brother was a
tanker trained there and the other brother. So all
four of us ended up doing some time at Fort
Knox. So I did ROTC, and in the meantime got
married fourth year, | think, and my wife was a
year behind me, two years behind me. Two years
behind me.

So | figured out that | could start graduate
school. So after four and a half years, | saved one
course so | wouldn’t graduate, because if |
graduated, 1’d get commissioned, 1’ve got to go to
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the Army. So | drug out my undergraduate to five
years. In the last semester | took one
undergraduate course and three graduate courses
and then graduated in June of ‘61.

So | went to the Army and said, “I want to
finish graduate school for a year.” This way my
wife, then, could get her baccalaureate degree.
They said, “Yeah, that’s okay. We’ll do that.”

Worked in the Highway Lab at the University of

Kentucky

Meanwhile, | worked over at the highway
lab. There was a little highway lab there behind
Memorial Hall-1 don’t know if you ever paid any
attention to it—but they were real good on hiring
civil engineering students part time, and there was
a little design office up there in the engineering
building in the Quadrangle. There was a little
design office there that hired us. So | got a part-
time job over at the highway lab.

Joined the Army Reserves and by a Fluke Was

Activated and Spent Only One Year on Active

Duty

Well, one of my buddies there had been in
the service and been to OCS [Officers Candidate
School], so he was now a captain in the reserves.
And he said, “Why don’t you join my reserve
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unit, and you can make a little money, and you’ll
start serving your active reserve time that you’ll
have to do when you get back.” It made sense.
So | joined. As it turned out, the day after |
joined, our reserve unit was activated for the
Berlin Crisis in August of 1961, end of the
summer.

Well, meanwhile it was time to enroll in
graduate school. | had it delayed to go to active
duty. On the other hand, I’ve joined a reserve unit
that’s been activated. So | asked around and
asked around, you know, and nobody-it never
happened before, you know, so what am |
supposed to do? So some officer out there in the
reserve unit said, “What do you want to do?”

| said, “Well, I don’t know. | guess |
might as well go ahead and get started.” Because
meanwhile 1’d signed up to be a pilot and became
a licensed pilot assigned to fly in the service.

They said, “Yeah, it’s probably true.”
They said, “Time we get down there, they’ll
figure it out and pull you out and send you off to
basic flight school and so forth and so on.” So my
wife went ahead and signed up to go to school,
and we take off to Fort Chaffee. So she finally
ends up quitting, comes down and joins me. So
the Army decided-there turned out to be about a
dozen of us in the same situation, young officers,
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no officer training, no nothing, just gotten
graduated and commissioned. So the Army
decided we were too critical, we couldn’t be
spared.

. I spent my military time in Fort Chaffee,

Arkansas ...”

So | spent my military time in Fort Chaffee,
Arkansas, out by Fort Smith.

Well, meanwhile, we were a training
division. They were opening up an old closed
base to be a training division. Meanwhile, the
Berlin thing blows over, and we ran a training
division ‘til the following summer, and I’m just
expecting the Army will come any day and say,
“Hey, Lieutenant, you’ve got to go to officer basic
and you’ve got to go to flight school and do your
three years, etc.” Never did. Came time to go
home. By then I’d figured out and found out, if
you wanted to know what to do, go talk to a
senior sergeant. [Laughter] So I went and found
me a sergeant that knew what was going on, and
he said, “Lieutenant, what do you want to do?”

I said, “Well, I’d just as soon go back
home and finish graduate school.”

He said, “If | were you, 1’d just not say
anything and go home with us then.”
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Reported to Reclamation in Denver on July 29,

Storey:

Guy:

Storey:

1963

Sure enough, | did. So we got back in
August, and went back to graduate school. Louise
finished undergraduate, and | finished—had to do a
little work in the summer and reported out here on
July the 29™, 1963.

‘63. So then you never had to go to the military
really?

Just that year in the—what we did, what happened,
they activated 150,000 of us as a show of force
against the Russians, and we opened training
centers. We opened one there at Fort Smith, and
we actually trained recruits. | was in the-were
you in the service?

No.

“So we actually ran a training center. . .. we got

sent home, and | think they closed Fort Chaffee

again ... So | traded officer basic, flight school,

plus three years for a ten-and-a-half month tour.
So | came out smelling like arose. . ..”

Guy:

Well, they have—you have PT testing maybe three
times in your eight weeks of training, and then
halfway through you have a proficiency. If
you’re studying to be an infantryman or whatever
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Storey:

you are, you’re tested on your ability to do this
and that, and at the end of your training, you have
to pass a physical and you have to pass a
proficiency test. Well, that’s what my company
did. So we actually ran a training center. By the
summer of ‘62, why, we closed—we got sent
home, and I think they closed Fort Chaffee again
about a year after us. So | traded officer basic,
flight school, plus three years for a ten-and-a-half
month tour. So | came out smelling like a rose.

My classmates and roommates, they were
helicopter pilots in Vietnam. So | would have
been in that. So I got lucky.

How did you get interested in soil mechanics? It
was soil mechanics, wasn’t it?

Interest in Soil Mechanics (Geotechnical

Guy:

Engineering)

That’s right. Well, | guess probably part of that
was having grown up on a farm, and in civil
engineering you take a lot of introductory courses.
We had to take, I think, two courses in geology,
which is the rock side of it, and we had one or two
courses in soil mechanics, undergraduate, and |
just found it really interesting. We had a
relatively young professor who’d come back from
doing his Ph.D. in soil mechanics. So one thing
led to another.
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“...I'd been working with the [Kentucky] highway
department every summer and then part time at
the lab and . .. | had a little research project with

them through graduate school .. .”

Because 1’d been working with the
highway department every summer and then part
time at the lab and even through-I had a little
research project with them through graduate
school, so it just all kind of fell in place. | kind of
thought I’d be in the Highway Department, and
then that kind of led me into an interest in soil
mechanics.

“...linterviewed with the Bureau and the Corps

of Engineers and the Federal Highway

Administration and ended up out here....”

Storey:

Then when | started studying that in graduate
school, like I said earlier, I interviewed with the
Bureau and the Corps of Engineers and the
Federal Highway Administration and ended up
out here. But it’s just the engineering aspects of
dirt. Of course, from Reclamation’s perspective,
we have a lot of earth-filled dams, for 