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This letter is to document my findings during the team review of the concession area at
Medicine Creek Reservoir September 23, 2015.

After contact with Lorna Puntillo of ACT, concerning her contract with the Bureau of
Reclamation(BOR) to perform a health and safety review of the concession area at the
BOR'’s Medicine Creek Res., | met with a group consisting of representatives of the
BOR, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission(NGPC) and Nebraska Dept. of Health
and Human Services(HHS).

The Medicine Creek Lodge has been permitted as a Mobile Home Park(MHP) since
2014. Prior to that it had been viewed as a transient and seasonal facility, monitored by
the HHS as a public water supply and also governed by the NGPC and BOR and the
food service is permitted by the Nebraska Dept. of Agriculture. In 2014 the decision was
made to also permit it as a MHP by HHS.

The existing water supply, sewage treatment, electrical and fuel systems will be
evaluated as they are. Should future improvements be necessary to any of these
systems they will be expected to comply with current regulations and standards.

My initial impression of the area was favorable as far as the aesthetics of the area go.
The trailers are clutter free for the most part and the immediate areas around them
policed satisfactorily, until one views the shoreline area where brush and refuse was
more pronounced. Regular brush removal and organizing of personal items was needed
here. Keeping stored items elevated off the ground will help control any potential for
rodent harborage or areas for insects to breed.

The sewage treatment systems for the trailers are largely an unknown entity as to where
they exist and sizing. They consist of holding tanks and small tank and drain field
systems. Only one surface discharge of household wastewater was noticed. Trailer 13B
had a pipe to the ground surface that appeared to be draining running water from the
trailer, perhaps a leaking valve from a clothes washing machine. Any surface discharge
of household waste water is illegal according to NE Dept. of Environmental
Quality(NDEQ), Title 124 regulations for Onsite Wastewater Systems.

The sizing of the septic tanks and drain fields are unknown. Current standards require a

minimum of 1000 gallon tanks and drain fields sized according to the number of

bedrooms and the soil percolation rates. Some trailers and RV’s have flexible hosing
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from the holding tanks to the sewer riser hookups. These need to be replaced with water
tight and air tight service connections of Schedule 40 PVC hard pipe to prevent the
potential of flexible hoses tearing and leaking.

Future repair or replacement of any waste water system involving reconstruction,
altering or modifying must comply with NDEQ, Title 124, Rules and Regulations for the
Design, Operation and Maintenance of Onsite Wastewater Systems. The space
available for onsite systems around the trailers would probably limit any legal system to
holding tanks of a minimum of 1000 gallons. The option for a community system may
also be there. Cost and financing may be problematic.

The water supply and distribution system is monitored by HHS. Tony Martinez has a
very comprehensive report coming to you covering that.

The electrical and fuel systems should be reviewed by the appropriate regulators and
recommendations acquired to help the area comply with current standards.

Please contact this office if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

MN—eS _e

Michael S. Gould, REHS
NDHHS-Public Health

200 South Silber

North Platte, NE 69101
308-535-8132
mike.gould@nebraska.gov
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