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BIGHORN LAKE (YELLOWTAIL DAM) ALLOCATIONS 

Dam Crest 

Maximum Water Surface or Top of Surcharge Elev. 3660.00 (1,331,725 Acre - Feet) Elev. 3660.0 

Surcharge - 52,829 Acre - Feet Top of Exclusive Flood Elev. 3657.00 (1,278,896 Acre - Feet) 

Exclusive Flood Control - 258,323 Acre - Feet 

Top of Joint Use Elev. 3640.00 (1,020,573 Acre - Feet) 

Joint Use - 232,365 Acre - Feet 

(l' Top of Active Conservation Elev. 3614.00 (788,208 Acre - Feet) 

----+ 
Active Conservation - 318,298 Acre - Feet Spillway Crest 

Elev. 3593.00 

FISH WILDLIFE RECREATION IRRIGATION FLOOD CONTROL POWER MUNICIPAL INDUSTRIAL 

Top of Inactive Conservation Elev. 3547.00 (469,910 Acre - Feet) 

Powerplant Penstock Elev. 3450.00----+ 

Inactive Conservation - 452, 186 Acre - Feet 
Irrigation Outlet Elev. 3400.00----+ 

River Outlet Elev. 3300.0----+ 

Top of Dead Elev. 3296.50 (17,724 Acre - Feet) 

Revised 10/28/2015 

Dead -17,724Acre - Feet Streambed Elev. 3166.0 



Elevation Range
3640 to 3591.5 ft

353,852 AF



Fall and Winter Recap



Fall and Winter Recap (November-March)

• 3rd Highest Inflow (Average 3,510 cfs)

• 3rd Highest Release (Average 4,340 cfs)

• Evacuated 228,092 AF of Storage or 27 feet

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Highest inflow 1972, Second Highest 1983, both post Buffalo Bill modification project
Highest release 1968, Second Highest 1972
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April-July Inflow

2018 Forecast 
1,864,800 AF
160% of Average

Average
1,165,700 AF

Snow 117% of 
Average

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

22

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Sn
ow

 W
at

er
 E

qu
iv

al
en

t (
in

ch
es

)
Mountain Snowpack on April 1

Average 2018 2017



April-July Inflow

2018
Forecast 
1,864,800 AF

2017
F: 2,231,800 AF
A: 2,953,120 AF

2014
F: 1,960,800 AF
A: 1,724,878 AF
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2018 Outlook



Minimum 
1,108,000

Most 
1,865,000

Maximum 
2,618,000

Forecast Range
1,510,000

757,000 Lower

753,000 Higher

April through July Inflow Forecast
Forecasts in Acre-Feet
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Bighorn Lake April through July Inflow and Peak Release
Period of Record 1967-2017

2018 Forecast: 1,865,000 acre-feet



Target Low 
Elevation
3603.3 feet
Middle of May

Forecasted Peak 
Elevation
3637.5 – 3640 
feet

Forecasted River 
Releases
2,500 – 11,900 cfs
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Questions and Feedback
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