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Eastern Colorado Area Office
11056 W. County Road 18E
Loveland, CO 80537-9711

Re: Windy Gap Firming Project
Dear Mr. Tully:

I am a property owner in both Denver and Grand County. As such, | appreciate the needs
of front range water users. I also understand the economic and environmental value of
water to western slope communities and our nation.

I believe that residential and agricultural users on the eastern slopg have a number of
alternative ways of satisfying their water needs. The problem is P‘)«gater has historically
been available in large quantities and at relative cheap prices, so users have had little
incentive to conserve. Given an incentive, farmers would plant varieties and use farming
techniques that use less water. Residential consumers would find something other than
thirsty Kentucky Blue Grass for their lawns.

Recreation and the development of natural resources are two of the main economic
drivers for the western slope. If more water is diverted to the eastern slope, it could have
devastating economic and ecological impacts on the future of the western slope and our
country. Reduced water in western slope rivers will result in rising water temperatures,
reduced bug life and a drop in fish population. It will also stress the animals and plants
that live on the western slope. Western Colorado is rich in natural resources including
gas, coal and oil shale. The development of these natural resources all require water.
With our country struggling to reduce our dependence on foreign oil, now is not the time
to be diverting more water to the eastern slope.

As a property owner on the upper Colorado River, I am concerned that The Windy Gap
Firming Project will eliminate spills out of Lake Granby and the positive impact this
flushing has on bug life and fish population. I am also concerned that reduced flows in
the river may adversely impact ground water supplies and wetlands, which in turn would
harm and flora and fauna living along the river.

Water is a limited and precious resource, and we should treat it as such. As a consumer
of water in Denver, | pay a higher price for each increment of water I use. If this pricing
structure was used by the municipalities proposing the Windy Gap Firming Project, their
demand for water would decline. Similarly, if farmers had to pay a higher price for each
increment of waterth t ways to conserve water.
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1 urge you to delay implementation of the Windy Gap Firming Project until a
comprehensive long term solution can be developed that allocates water based on its true
value. If we don’t face this problem now, we will face a much more difficult problem in
the future and in the process we may destroy some of our most precious natural
resources.

Sincerely,

Kenneth R. (illis

503 Madison St.
Denver, CO 80206
303-407-8715 (office)






