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Re: Windy Gap Firming Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 

Dear Mr. Tully: 

This letter provides Eagle County's comments on the Windy Gap Firming Project 
(WGFP) DEIS. The WGFP is a new water diversion project from the headwaters of the 
Colorado River. As you know, the Colorado River traverses Eagle County from Red 
Gorge (south and downstream of Kremmling) to the mouth of Glenwood Canyon (just 
west of Dotsero). 

The Colorado River main stem through Eagle County is a very important recreational 
resource used by local as well as visiting anglers, boaters and sight-seers. Because we 
value the recreational assets that our rivers offer, Eagle County hired a consultant to 
recommend an appropriate minimum in-stream flow for the reach of the Colorado River 
above Dotsero. We have filed an Instream Flow application with the Colorado Water 
Conservation Board in 2007 in an effort to protect flows in that area. 

Since the WGFP will impact river flows in Eagle County, we're concerned with the 
potential socioeconomic and environmental impacts realized in Eagle County. The 
socioeconomic evaluation that was presented in the DEIS is too narrow to accurately 
understand the economic and recreational impacts that the WGFP could cause in Grand 
County, so obviously there is no consideration given for socioeconomic impacts further 
down the Colorado River. 

The DEIS should also evaluate the cumulative effects and impacts of varying Colorado 
River flows further downstream, past Gore Canyon. By extending the modeling area to 
at least the Dotsero stream gage, cumulative effects of the operation ofWGFP 
alternatives may take into consideration their effect on other factors including; continued 
Eagle County growth; Homestake diversions; a potential reservoir in the Wolcott area; 
depletions in the Eagle River; and how the Shoshone call comes in to play. 
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Furthermore, the methodologies used for flow modeling (and resulting impacts) may not 
be representative of what actually occurs and may be misleading due to the considerable 
variation in daily flows caused by reservoir operations. Because the appropriate 
modeling was not used in the DEIS, it's challenging to draw accurate conclusions and 
understand how the alternatives would impact water quality and aquatic life. We have 
concerns with how the WGFP would effect fisheries (especially due to low flows causing 
elevated temperatures), groundwater as well as riparian and wetland ecosystems. 

The DEIS should take into consideration Grand County's Stream Management Plan. 
Eagle County is involved in a similar process of evaluating the flows needed to protect 
aquatic life, the environment, recreational values and water supply. Such a plan should 
not only be evaluated as part of the DEIS, it should be considered a component of the 
mitigation offered in the DEIS. 

Lastly, other current information, such as the Colorado River Wild & Scenic studies 
being conducted by the Bureau of Land Management; climate change; and mountain pine 
beetle should be included in the DEIS. 

Eagle County echoes the concerns of Grand County; the Colorado River Water 
Conservation District; and the Northwest Colorado Council of Govemments, Water 
Quality and Quantity Committee in that we believe the Windy Gap Firming Project is a 
new water diversion project requiring water rights, a Grand County 1041 permit, and 
mitigation. The impact analysis must develop information that is sufficient to determine 
the expected range of potential impacts including cumulative impacts. Inasmuch as we 
understand this is outside the scope of this DEIS, Eagle County entered into an 
Intergovernmental Agreement with Grand County and other headwater counties to 
comment on 1041 Permit applications as we would expect to see for this new municipal 
and industrial water project. 

Thank you for y~ur c()!1Jiideration on behalf of Eagle County. 
~~.,.."".~,...--~--'" i""'·'··'··"-·~ 

cc:	 Peter Runyon, Chair, Eagle County Board of County Commissioners 
Bryan Treu, Eagle County Attorney 
Keith Montag, Acting Eagle County Manager 
Grand County 
NWCCOG 
CRWCD 




