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Brent Esplin is Area Manager for the Bureau of Reclamation’s Montana 
Area Office. Esplin provides leadership for the Montana Area Office, which 
includes the Area Office, located in Billings, Montana, and three Field 
Offices: Canyon Ferry, Yellowtail and Marias/Milk Rivers. 
 
The Montana Area Office manages 11 dams and 13 dikes that create 13 
reservoirs. These reservoirs provide irrigation water to about 400,000 acres, 
producing more than $100 million of crops each year. Over a million visitor 
days are spent at the reservoirs annually. 
 
There are two Reclamation hydroelectric powerplants managed by the 
Montana Area Office. They produce about 1.3 billion kilowatt hours of 
electricity each year, enough to supply the needs of nearly 150,000 
households. 

 
Esplin began his Reclamation career in 1997, as a civil engineer for the Montana Area Office. Since that time, he 
served as Deputy Area Manager of the Nebraska-Kansas Area Office, and Deputy Area Manager of the Lower 
Colorado Region’s Phoenix Area Office. Esplin was appointed as Area Manager of the Montana Area Office in 
December 2012. 
 
Esplin’s career with Reclamation has included working with Native American communities to negotiate and implement 
water rights settlements, working with states to resolve interstate compact compliance issues, and negotiating water 
service and repayment contracts. 
 
A native of Smithfield, Utah, Esplin earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering in 1994, and a Master of 
Science Degree in Civil and Environmental Engineering in 2000, from Utah State University. 

Reclamation is the largest wholesale water supplier and the second largest producer of hydroelectric power in the 
United States, with operations and facilities in the 17 Western States. Its facilities also provide substantial flood control, 
recreation, and fish and wildlife benefits. Visit our Web site at www.usbr.gov/gp. 
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