








1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This project addresses the number one drought-induced threat to the economy of Pinal County,
where large tracts of highly productive irrigated agriculture are threatened by the complete loss
of surface water supplies, leaving new wells and conveyance its only outlet for survival after
2026. Compounding the challenges, all existing groundwater resources that are currently
conveyed to MSIDD lands by the federal Santa Rosa Canal (SRC) must be decoupled in the
coming years to resolve water quality concerns raised by the Ak-Chin Indian Community as part
of a negotiated settlement. The only feasible solution is construction of new pipelines to provide
alternative conveyance for properties that have lost water access. This Funding Group I, Task B
application urgently seeks funding to drill and construct well SRC-2 and its piping and
appurtenances. MSIDD serves some of America's most productive agricultural land in Pinal
County, which touts $2.3 billion in annual farm and beef and dairy cattle production. With a
service area of just under 67,000 acres, MSIDD has recently delivered 260,000 to 270,000 acre-
feet of irrigation water annually to its
customers. This dropped to 199,518 acre-
feet in 2022 and is expected to decrease to
181,275 acre-feet in 2024, with some lands
having no access to water without
development with new wells and
conveyance. Estimates are that up to half
of irrigated land in Pinal County is fallow
due to inability to access or afford water.
The University of Arizona has estimated
that a loss of 300,000-acre feet of water by
Pinal County irrigation districts would
result in a $63.5 million to $66.7 million loss in gross county farm-gate sales, 7 percent of the
county total. More than 475 jobs face elimination in an area with large Native American and
Hispanic and Latino communities who may have difficulty finding alternative employment. This
project will also help meet the Santa Rosa Canal Settlement’s mandated well cutbacks and
supports the Biden Administration’s priorities related to tribal communities. The project also
supports the System Optimization Review (SOR) grant MSIDD received recommending that

this well be constructed and pipeline be built. This project is the foundation of MSIDD’s survival
strategy. This project is one of 11 wells proposed for MSIDD's drought emergency response with
emphasis on the Santa Rosa Canal alternative well and pipeline plan element of the SOR. It is
imperative for this project to be funded, at a total cost of $1,115,297. MSIDD seeks

$546,495 from WaterSMART and stands ready to pay the $568,801 cost share match. If
approved, this project will be the third WaterSMART grant for MSIDD. Much more is needed if
a potential collapse of MSIDD’s system is to be avoided. The agricultural economy of Pinal
County, Arizona faces the imperative of having this project funded as part of the overall
alternative well and pipeline conveyance program for the Santa Rosa Canal, or very possibly
seeing it’s entire service area deprived of all but a minimal, non-sustainable, supply of water,
eviscerating the county economy. As an Arizona political subdivision and municipal corporation,
MSIDD is eligible for this grant as a Category A applicant under C.1 A: State, regional, or local
authorities, whose members include one or more organizations with a water or power delivery
authority. Arizona has been suffering from drought for two decades and is one of the most
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The well is projected to add 1.1 percent to MSIDD total water supply, calculated by taking the
total estimated new water available (2,000 AF) dividing it by the total MSIDD groundwater
supply for 2024 (2,000 /179,000).

Figure 4 identifies the twenty (20) wells that are capable of discharging water into the Santa
Rosa Canal which total 20,180 GPM or gallons per minute and allow for up to 40,000 AF of
water to be delivered through the Santa Rosa Canal annually. As described above, these wells
will have no means of delivery once the settlement agreement with the Ak-Chin Indian
Community is implemented by decoupling them from the SRC. Without alternative well and
pipeline delivery infrastructure, the district will be forced to reduce water delivery to some areas
of the district even further because by 2026 no groundwater can be delivered through the Santa
Rosa Canal. The proposed project reduces the curtailment by approximately 2,000 AF or up to 5
percent of water capacity otherwise lost when the twenty wells that could deliver 20,180 gpm are
taken offline.

Figure 4. MSIDD WELL SYSTEM

Readiness, Implementation and Materials
Implementing MSIDD's settlement with the Ak-Chin, which includes this well, is

MSIDD’s number one priority. A copy of the well construction estimate is presented in
Appendix B. MSIDD has known for years that its allocation of Colorado River water was at risk.
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implemented in a manner that protects Reclamation’s ability to convey groundwater through
federal canals in Arizona and across the west.

G. STAKEHOLDER SUPPORT. This project is the product of widespread support at all
Tevels. This project is MSIDD’s highest priority as part of the larger Santa Rosa Canal well and
alternative conveyance initiative. Appendix C presents a resolution endorsing this project by the
MSIDD Board of Directors. Appendix C also presents letters of support for this project by
$Arizina’s two United States senators, Senator Krysten Sinema and Senator Mark Kelly, and
Pirial County Supervisor Stephen Miller.

5. Budget and Budget Narrative
Table 1. —Summary of Non-Federal and Federal Funding Sources
Table 1 presents the project’s tunding broken down into non-federal and Bureau sources. The

total project budget is $1,115,297.00. Non-federal spending is the $568,000 share that MSIDD
will pay. with Requested Reclamation Funding of $546,490.

T'able 1. — Summary of Non-kFederal and Federal Funding

Non-Federal Entities

Maricopa-Stantield Irrigation and Drainage District $568.801.47
P $

3. $
Non-Federal Subtotal $568.801.47

Budget Narrative

The principal costs by classification for this project are presented in Table 6, BUDGET
INFORMATION - Construction Programs. The costs are costs usual to well and pipeline
construction.

Justification of the budget items is as follows:

1. Administrative and Legal Expenses: An expense of $6,000 is budgeted for legal
descriptions, surveying, and mapping.
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