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Responsibilities Under the Departmental ~~. 
Justice Policy 

In a memorandum dated August 17, 1994, Secretary Babbitt 
established an environmental justice policy that requires the 
Department to consider the impacts of the Department's actions on 
minority and low-income populations and communities, as well as 
the equity of the distribution of benefits and risks of those 
decisions. The memorandum provides that these considerations 
should be specifically included in the National Environmental 
Policy Act documentation. The Department's environmental justice 
policy is based on Executive Order 12898, dated February 11, 
1994, which requires agencies to incorporate environmental 
justice into their missions by identifying and addressing 
disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental 
effects of their programs and policies on minorities and low­
income populations and communities. The Executive Order applies 
equally to Federal agency responsibility for Native American 
programs. 

Therefore, henceforth all environmental documents should 
specifically analyze and evaluate the impacts of any proposed 
projects, actions or decisions on minority and low-income 
populations and communities, as well as the equity of the 
distribution of the benefits and risks of those decisions. 

To comply with the environmental justice policy established by 
the Secretary, bureaus and offices should identify and evaluate, 
during the scoping and\or planning processes, any anticipated 
effects, direct or indirect, from the proposed project, action or 
decision on minority and low-income populations and communities, 
including the equity of the distribution of the benefits and 
risks. 

If any significant impacts to minority and low-income populations 
and communities are identified during the scoping and\or planning 
processes, the environmental document should clearly evaluate and 
state the environmental consequences of the proposed project, 
action or decision on minority and low-income populations and 
communities in the environmental document. 
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If a project or an action, however, is expected to have either 
an insignificant impact or no impact on minority/low-income 
populations, the document, under the scoping section in an 
environmental impact statement, should specifically state that 
the proposed project or action was considered during scoping 
and\or planning and is expected to have either insignificant 
impact or no impact, direct or indirect, with reasons given. A 
similar statement should be included in any environmental 
assessment under an appropriate section. 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: . SoIi4:itor . 

\ AIlAllJltant Sectetarics 

;m.pector acneral 

Beads of All· Bureaus and Offices . 


From: n.~p3~~-
~taJ 111Sdce Policy 

TheI)epartmeDlofCbelDrerior will be an active leader in __ ~ strateJies to 
.btiq aboUt ~ justice. As PresideDt CliDton bit ...... at times die ·costs 1114: 
~ 'of'enviromMaral decisloaa faD cliIproportiODltdy .. miDarities aDd low iDcome Jroup. 
'aDd tCJIDiIlIlnicw. .Too oftea. tbae risks fall upon the cbilcIreD of dille COJDDluDities. I have . 

. ~lMQCed. __ Of ictioDI.to suppm;t Execudve Order 12898 of PCbrury lit 1994,) . 
."Pedml Actio.. to AddIesa· EnviroDmentalJustice in MiDority PopuladDaI and Low-lacome 

··POPUlations.· W. are worldDl-closely with tile EnWonmenra~ PlorccdoD Aprtq.to meet 
\ tIw IllUe.,..'of die Bucutive Order for estabUshina I 1ttIfIV.·· 

. 1'..- yoU' to·_ diit· DepIi1meDtof. IDterior dec__ =-icier_ impad.,ofour 
acdca·.s. iDIc:doDI OIl miIIority ad low iaComI popJJadoaIlDd ~t II weD II 
... equity of die cIiIdJgdoa of beDefilllIid riIks of those dIcisioGl. 1biI CODIideratioa 
should. be spec:ificaII)' iDclUdediD NadcmaJ Enviroameatll Policy 1tI;t, (NEPA) cIoaIiDe..latioD . 
OD QUI' dec_-ttDa. I alto want b DepanmeDt to provide leadersbip in ways .tbat.1SIQl'C 

_tiOIl'by miIIority IDd lOW iDcome' popuJatioaI in our wide rqe of_ 
~~ safety ate inVQlved. TbiI iDtetIcdoD widJ. 4ivenc peopleabu 
i.;ofour million wbetberln tbePlctflc ..." or tbiNcmbem Great 

PlaiDs.' ......... 011 panicipatioD iDdudea both I respecl for dlvene views 'Iad an 
echicI-bued ...-. to JteWardsbip• 

.". public be&Itb aDd. safety. concepts UDderlyiDa enviJ'Oamc..' juItk:8 cllallertpad ealarie . 
" dle··...of......, UDdertabD by Iarerior. This c;oacept tac:u.s both ..our . 

re.-ibillty to, dire MlDJDUDityad to our eaptoyeel. EIW~ justice activism aoW . 
·.creates·"" Q1IIIliODt on tbII abnity to solve bealdlltelOlllCe reIItecl CODfUcts,.on die wdabt 

aad, methodI of.community participation. tile reJatioDShip with JIOUPI.tbatbave little ,or no 


. . 'history withttiditioDlllaDd 0( resource manasen. mel the etrecdveaeu of current decision '. 
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'd,velopaleDl or DIIotiation processes. Many of ~ current orpnizatioDS '1Dd efforts to 
mwive • publ¥: hi ourproc:esscs may serve as national models foraetion. I ask each of, 
you to use:yow creativity iDd talents at problem solving to ideDtify IDd then addfCSI __ 

"diverse issues in our daily ~ork. 

, J ,have appoiD&ld. ADDIShields, Deputy Solicitor, 'aDd Faith Rooae~ Deputy AlaistaDt ' 
secretary for IDdim Atlairs.to co-dlair the Department's enviroamalal justice actiVities. 

, -,Pleuclive tbemyousupport and wistan:e wbal they Uk for your help• 

.' 

, , 

• 


http:Atlairs.to

