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Getting Started

• To watch the recording, use the 
same link: Join Live Teams Event

• Attendees' cameras and 
microphones are muted

• A copy of the slides will be 
available on our website:

https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart/

• Questions and comments can be 
posted in the Q&A icon on the 
bottom of the menu bar

https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_NWM2NjhlMzItMmQxMi00ZmFjLWI2NWYtMmMxNjQwMTc4M2M0%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25220693b5ba-4b18-4d7b-9341-f32f400a5494%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252263b51619-fefe-4381-b197-a5fb7af92373%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=c63aa59b-f5f7-4afa-8062-7dcc304d14c0&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=false&suppressPrompt=true
https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart/


Today’s Agenda:
• Overview of the Title XVI Water Reclamation 

and Reuse Congressionally Authorized 
Projects, Title XVI WIIN Act Projects, 
Desalination Construction Projects, and 
Large-Scale Water Recycling Funding 
Opportunities

• Feasibility Study Report Requirements

• Application Tips

• Financial Assistance Information

• Other Tools and Resources

• Questions

Funding Opportunity 
(linked to grants.gov)

Funding 
Opportunity 
Number

Federal Funding 
Available

Submission 
Deadlines

Title XVI 
Congressionally 
Authorized Projects

R23AS00463 Under the two Title 
XVI funding 
opportunities, a 
total of $239 million 
is available to local 
water agencies for 
the planning, design, 
and construction of 
water reclamation 
and reuse projects.

Two application 
submission periods 
under the Title XVI 
and Desalination 
funding 
opportunities. 
Submission 
deadlines are 
December 7, 2023, 
and September 30, 
2024

Title XVI WIIN Act 
Projects

R23AS00464

Desalination 
Construction Projects

R23AS00465 Up to $64 million 
available for projects 
that develop and 
supplement 
municipal and 
irrigation water 
supplies through the 
treatment of ocean 
or brackish water

Large-Scale Water 
Recycling Projects

R23AS00433 Up to $180 million 
for water recycling 
projects with total 
project costs 
exceeding $500 
million

Three application 
submission periods 
under the Large-
Scale Water 
Recycling funding 
opportunity. 
Submission 
deadlines are 
November 21, 2023, 
March 29, 2024, and 
September 30, 2024.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUsoFSwQf3UDVLNAUIvTRhTapkWTXwvrsgtGlUR4qI7dMxuL8r563IK6RbRN-2BZ8DIq-2BnqhfEdXNO387ErTL3YjeBaMA2pbpk4d7wy0PWf8Sc46JE_cHGnJZOTsGDDKaE2iOb5EWpvJey4BcjZ3C2dZb8XJ-2F1Njrku8u3oJxyHpRfoa5J6DaKCT90FUj0fh2PVencF4vsydfLBJeuqJk46DLI8NU6LBlnju24a5nyCn58ejC1G-2B19QUzOOlCAdGcpdwk0CmGwn1uM-2F1AEZu2d3EXzVYqLk-2FaiJeoBG5zDL4TtcfrhSvld3QGnZg8a3Nj9bLWtVJ5Mqa1lajaaPQYiqn1xs7hl9anz-2FJN6prmi0xoyBUnIF0eQBDIWNAdY-2BnNge2OJiOpChsScTXGcfzQQ8Q0soZHElVWLQV7keG8l2xFp-2BJvrL9pXQM-2BYeVJj1Y3p0jOWl7w-3D-3D&data=05%7C01%7Cmmenendez%40usbr.gov%7C63026184fa1341aa0fa108dbca748c0d%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638326374144610960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WJL8J%2BYNQLsC4yqroQJ87nPKCbqFtxoqtYkhoPT%2FwjA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUsoFSwQf3UDVLNAUIvTRhTapkWTXwvrsgtGlUR4qI7dMxuL8r563IK6RbRN-2BZ8DIq-2BnqhfEdXNO387ErTL3YjeBaMA2pbpk4d7wy0PWf8Sc46JE_cHGnJZOTsGDDKaE2iOb5EWpvJey4BcjZ3C2dZb8XJ-2F1Njrku8u3oJxyHpRfoa5J6DaKCT90FUj0fh2PVencF4vsydfLBJeuqJk46DLI8NU6LBlnju24a5nyCn58ejC1G-2B19QUzOOlCAdGcpdwk0CmGwn1uM-2F1AEZu2d3EXzVYqLk-2FaiJeoBG5zDL4TtcfrhSvld3QGnZg8a3Nj9bLWtVJ5Mqa1lajaaPQYiqn1xs7hl9anz-2FJN6prmi0xoyBUnIF0eQBDIWNAdY-2BnNge2OJiOpChsScTXGcfzQQ8Q0soZHElVWLQV7keG8l2xFp-2BJvrL9pXQM-2BYeVJj1Y3p0jOWl7w-3D-3D&data=05%7C01%7Cmmenendez%40usbr.gov%7C63026184fa1341aa0fa108dbca748c0d%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638326374144610960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WJL8J%2BYNQLsC4yqroQJ87nPKCbqFtxoqtYkhoPT%2FwjA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUsoFSwQf3UDVLNAUIvTRhTapkWTXwvrsgtGlUR4qI7dMxuL8r563IK6RbRN-2BZ8DIq-2BnqhfEdXNO387ErTL3YjeBaMA2pbpk4d7wy0PWf8Sc46JE_cHGnJZOTsGDDKaE2iOb5EWpvJey4BcjZ3C2dZb8XJ-2F1Njrku8u3oJxyHpRfoa5J6DaKCT90FUj0fh2PVencF4vsydfLBJeuqJk46DLI8NU6LBlnju24a5nyCn58ejC1G-2B19QUzOOlCAdGcpdwk0CmGwn1uM-2F1AEZu2d3EXzVYqLk-2FaiJeoBG5zDL4TtcfrhSvld3QGnZg8a3Nj9bLWtVJ5Mqa1lajaaPQYiqn1xs7hl9anz-2FJN6prmi0xoyBUnIF0eQBDIWNAdY-2BnNge2OJiOpChsScTXGcfzQQ8Q0soZHElVWLQV7keG8l2xFp-2BJvrL9pXQM-2BYeVJj1Y3p0jOWl7w-3D-3D&data=05%7C01%7Cmmenendez%40usbr.gov%7C63026184fa1341aa0fa108dbca748c0d%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638326374144610960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WJL8J%2BYNQLsC4yqroQJ87nPKCbqFtxoqtYkhoPT%2FwjA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUsoFSwQf3UDVLNAUIvTRhTapkWTXwvrsgtGlUR4qI7dMxuL8r563IK6RbRN-2BZ8DIgJp6ewp8MP-2Bsc0w-2FPLWCZYkT5jAA3AsHLpur2AsYXQkNjP6_cHGnJZOTsGDDKaE2iOb5EWpvJey4BcjZ3C2dZb8XJ-2F1Njrku8u3oJxyHpRfoa5J6DaKCT90FUj0fh2PVencF4vsydfLBJeuqJk46DLI8NU6LBlnju24a5nyCn58ejC1G-2B19QUzOOlCAdGcpdwk0CmGwn1uM-2F1AEZu2d3EXzVYqLk-2FaiJeoBG5zDL4TtcfrhS9-2F5AH2iFVM-2B1sUu2QWnpddG-2FpXDbd-2FPIhjqV8yTZXnVyDx9QefgKxwev5pXwCzDVFnUQH0UIEAl58oYdXr6GT2pUZlL5NomukD7BRSzH9UHOixZcsmSkbOnX1WQGTI6IgbpzVQrwN5KLzk8lqN9GxA-3D-3D&data=05%7C01%7Cmmenendez%40usbr.gov%7C63026184fa1341aa0fa108dbca748c0d%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638326374144610960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dRtGgk4Q3ZeFA7qnZn7%2Bl28UYIdqjsA3osCdQ2CsjjA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUsoFSwQf3UDVLNAUIvTRhTapkWTXwvrsgtGlUR4qI7dMxuL8r563IK6RbRN-2BZ8DIgJp6ewp8MP-2Bsc0w-2FPLWCZYkT5jAA3AsHLpur2AsYXQkNjP6_cHGnJZOTsGDDKaE2iOb5EWpvJey4BcjZ3C2dZb8XJ-2F1Njrku8u3oJxyHpRfoa5J6DaKCT90FUj0fh2PVencF4vsydfLBJeuqJk46DLI8NU6LBlnju24a5nyCn58ejC1G-2B19QUzOOlCAdGcpdwk0CmGwn1uM-2F1AEZu2d3EXzVYqLk-2FaiJeoBG5zDL4TtcfrhS9-2F5AH2iFVM-2B1sUu2QWnpddG-2FpXDbd-2FPIhjqV8yTZXnVyDx9QefgKxwev5pXwCzDVFnUQH0UIEAl58oYdXr6GT2pUZlL5NomukD7BRSzH9UHOixZcsmSkbOnX1WQGTI6IgbpzVQrwN5KLzk8lqN9GxA-3D-3D&data=05%7C01%7Cmmenendez%40usbr.gov%7C63026184fa1341aa0fa108dbca748c0d%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638326374144610960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dRtGgk4Q3ZeFA7qnZn7%2Bl28UYIdqjsA3osCdQ2CsjjA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUsoFSwQf3UDVLNAUIvTRhTapkWTXwvrsgtGlUR4qI7dMxuL8r563IK6RbRN-2BZ8DIkDHo3NXNI-2Beay6vJVXJbteF96-2F-2FuffgSrmTUZ6gdlR46D0u_cHGnJZOTsGDDKaE2iOb5EWpvJey4BcjZ3C2dZb8XJ-2F1Njrku8u3oJxyHpRfoa5J6DaKCT90FUj0fh2PVencF4vsydfLBJeuqJk46DLI8NU6LBlnju24a5nyCn58ejC1G-2B19QUzOOlCAdGcpdwk0CmGwn1uM-2F1AEZu2d3EXzVYqLk-2FaiJeoBG5zDL4TtcfrhSR8Na9o7xouztvmEHQVm1BActDM-2FOtSJ5E6kK8b5OJ2S3X3K9I-2FBYY-2BzKB5ZuWTkxCLUxsqjBct3tbZgSN2R2y8n30ot9FyZkfpPCRUrm99Keke9xBVX-2FI9MN0nUYT4vgz7CvKk-2B4R8Z1wKm03bIRpA-3D-3D&data=05%7C01%7Cmmenendez%40usbr.gov%7C63026184fa1341aa0fa108dbca748c0d%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638326374144610960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DUOPTrF%2Fg7dJYIcifoofxRjqhMIZvZ0RaYREqEA7hIw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUsoFSwQf3UDVLNAUIvTRhTapkWTXwvrsgtGlUR4qI7dMxuL8r563IK6RbRN-2BZ8DIkDHo3NXNI-2Beay6vJVXJbteF96-2F-2FuffgSrmTUZ6gdlR46D0u_cHGnJZOTsGDDKaE2iOb5EWpvJey4BcjZ3C2dZb8XJ-2F1Njrku8u3oJxyHpRfoa5J6DaKCT90FUj0fh2PVencF4vsydfLBJeuqJk46DLI8NU6LBlnju24a5nyCn58ejC1G-2B19QUzOOlCAdGcpdwk0CmGwn1uM-2F1AEZu2d3EXzVYqLk-2FaiJeoBG5zDL4TtcfrhSR8Na9o7xouztvmEHQVm1BActDM-2FOtSJ5E6kK8b5OJ2S3X3K9I-2FBYY-2BzKB5ZuWTkxCLUxsqjBct3tbZgSN2R2y8n30ot9FyZkfpPCRUrm99Keke9xBVX-2FI9MN0nUYT4vgz7CvKk-2B4R8Z1wKm03bIRpA-3D-3D&data=05%7C01%7Cmmenendez%40usbr.gov%7C63026184fa1341aa0fa108dbca748c0d%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638326374144610960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DUOPTrF%2Fg7dJYIcifoofxRjqhMIZvZ0RaYREqEA7hIw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUsoFSwQf3UDVLNAUIvTRhTapkWTXwvrsgtGlUR4qI7dMxuL8r563IK6RbRN-2BZ8DIq5zaBSQRIjKD9xMTBHp35yo0cpChu5mg7pjnV5F9UysFWfP_cHGnJZOTsGDDKaE2iOb5EWpvJey4BcjZ3C2dZb8XJ-2F1Njrku8u3oJxyHpRfoa5J6DaKCT90FUj0fh2PVencF4vsydfLBJeuqJk46DLI8NU6LBlnju24a5nyCn58ejC1G-2B19QUzOOlCAdGcpdwk0CmGwn1uM-2F1AEZu2d3EXzVYqLk-2FaiJeoBG5zDL4TtcfrhSpXwlwEb9uRvz8QbKVWfrUcW2IcKYd8ruzqYm2pz-2Foaose4p-2Bs1g-2FyLaWNTaNDNTjEzK6qpAfuMjROsgBy0mWnWxvjd4pz0rSy6VdHsXozodGTsbrJ4YZR7ki3Urnswt1vCUwW1ftCA6wkduOFGsp0Q-3D-3D&data=05%7C01%7Cmmenendez%40usbr.gov%7C63026184fa1341aa0fa108dbca748c0d%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638326374144610960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JUry1n0nSk1SQwr6tykH0ve6HH4ykXeK9uhhOVOK%2BUw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUUsoFSwQf3UDVLNAUIvTRhTapkWTXwvrsgtGlUR4qI7dMxuL8r563IK6RbRN-2BZ8DIq5zaBSQRIjKD9xMTBHp35yo0cpChu5mg7pjnV5F9UysFWfP_cHGnJZOTsGDDKaE2iOb5EWpvJey4BcjZ3C2dZb8XJ-2F1Njrku8u3oJxyHpRfoa5J6DaKCT90FUj0fh2PVencF4vsydfLBJeuqJk46DLI8NU6LBlnju24a5nyCn58ejC1G-2B19QUzOOlCAdGcpdwk0CmGwn1uM-2F1AEZu2d3EXzVYqLk-2FaiJeoBG5zDL4TtcfrhSpXwlwEb9uRvz8QbKVWfrUcW2IcKYd8ruzqYm2pz-2Foaose4p-2Bs1g-2FyLaWNTaNDNTjEzK6qpAfuMjROsgBy0mWnWxvjd4pz0rSy6VdHsXozodGTsbrJ4YZR7ki3Urnswt1vCUwW1ftCA6wkduOFGsp0Q-3D-3D&data=05%7C01%7Cmmenendez%40usbr.gov%7C63026184fa1341aa0fa108dbca748c0d%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638326374144610960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JUry1n0nSk1SQwr6tykH0ve6HH4ykXeK9uhhOVOK%2BUw%3D&reserved=0


Title XVI
Water Reclamation and Reuse Projects
Eligible Project Types

• Projects that reclaim and reuse 
municipal, industrial, and agricultural 
wastewater; or impaired ground and 
surface waters

Funding
• 75% non-Federal cost share required
• Up to $30 million in Federal funding per 

project. 
*Currently open on grants.gov 
*Under the Title XVI Congressionally Authorized 
Projects and WIIN Act Projects funding 
opportunities, a total of $239 million available 
*Submission deadlines are December 7, 2023, 
and September 30, 2024



Desalination Construction 
Projects Under the WIIN Act

Eligible Project Types
• Ocean or brackish water desalination 

projects that meet the requirements 
of Section 4009(a) of the WIIN Act 
amendments to the Desalination Act

Funding
• 75% non-Federal cost share required
• Up to $30 million in Federal funding 

per project
*Currently open on grants.gov 
*Up to $64 million available 
*Submission deadlines are December 7, 
2023, and September 30, 2024



Large-Scale Water Recycling
Eligible Entities

States, Indian Tribes, municipalities, irrigation districts, 
wastewater districts, or other organizations with water or 
power delivery authority

Eligible Projects
• Reclaim and reuse municipal, industrial, domestic, or 

agricultural wastewater; or impaired groundwater or 
surface water

• Total project cost of $500 million or more
• Located in a Reclamation state

Funding
• 75% non-Federal cost share required

*Currently open on grants.gov 
*Submission deadlines are November 21, 2023, March 29, 
2024, and September 30, 2024
*Up to $180 million available 



1. Water Supply (35 points)
A. Stretching Water Supplies (18 points) 

• Amount of water expected to be made available to 
secure and stretch reliable water supplies

B. Contributions to Water Supply Sustainability (17 points)
• Specific concerns the project will address 
• Drought Resiliency

2. Environment and Water Quality (15 points)
• Improvements to water quality or flow conditions
• Benefits to species

3. Economic Benefits (25 points)
A. Cost Effectiveness (15 points) 

• Cost per acre-foot of water expected to be produced 
• Comparison to a non-reclaimed water alternative

B. Economic Analysis and Project Benefits (10 points)
• Comparison of quantified and monetized project costs 

and benefits 
• Qualitative discussion

4. Presidential & DOI Priorities (15 points)
• Climate Change
• Tribal benefits 
• Benefits to disadvantaged or underserved communities

5. Reclamation’s Obligations and Watershed 
Perspective (10 points)

A. Legal and Contractual Water Supply Obligations (5 points) 
B. Watershed Perspective (5 points)

• Regional planning efforts
• Collaborative partnerships
• Public outreach

Evaluation Criteria
Title XVI and Large-Scale Water Recycling



Evaluation Criteria
Title XVI and Large-Scale Water Recycling

Desalination Construction under the WIIN Act



Water Recycling and Desalination 
Programs Feasibility Study 
Requirements:
A completed feasibility study must be 
submitted and found to meet all 
requirements of Reclamation’s Directives 
and Standards 
• WTR 11-01 Title XVI Water Reclamation 

and Reuse Program and Desalination 
Construction Program Feasibility Study 
Review Process 

• WTR TRMR-128: Additional requirements 
for Large-Scale Water Recycling 

https://www.usbr.gov/recman/temporary_releases/wtrtrmr-128.pdf
https://www.usbr.gov/recman/temporary_releases/wtrtrmr-128.pdf


Feasibility Study Report Requirements
1) Flexibility Concerning Format
2) Report Contents

1. Introductory Information
2. Statement of Problems and Needs
3. Water Reclamation, Recycling or Desalination Opportunities
4. Description of Alternatives (additional requirements for large-scale projects)
5. Economic Analysis (additional requirements for large-scale projects
6. Selection of the Proposed Project
7. Environmental Consideration and Potential Effects
8. Legal and Institutional Requirements
9. Financial Capability of Sponsor
10. Research Needs
11. Peer review (for large-scale water recycling projects only)



Feasibility Study Guidance
for Large-Scale Water Recycling Projects
• WTR TRMR-128
• Reclamation Manual WTR 11-01, plus 

the following:
• An array of project alternatives
• Trade-off analysis on alternatives
• Benefit-cost analysis on the 

alternatives
• Technical peer review

WTR TRMR-128 (usbr.gov)

https://www.usbr.gov/recman/temporary_releases/wtrtrmr-128.pdf


WaterSMART 
Application Tips



Application Tips
General Considerations

• Important: Read everything in the NOFO!
• Ask questions if something does not make sense.

• Give yourself plenty of time to write and submit the proposal.
• Do not assume the Application Review Committee knows you.

• Committee is comprised of Reclamation staff from throughout the Western 
states.

• If your application is not awarded, ask for a debriefing to help 
prepare a better proposal next year.



Application Tips
Evaluation Criteria

• Make sure you respond to every criterion and 
every sub-criterion

• Your responses should:
• Directly respond to the criterion – We recommend 

you copy and paste the criteria directly into your 
proposal and place your response immediately below 
each criterion/sub-criterion

• Provide support in the form of quantification or 
citations to reference documents

• Make the case for how your project meets the 
criterion – general statements without explanation or 
support will not score well

• Application Tip: Well-supported responses to 
the evaluation criteria are the key to writing a 
competitive proposal



Application Tips
Calculating Cost Share

Funding Source Funding Amount
Percent of total 

project cost

Costs to be reimbursed with the requested Federal 
funding $3 million 25%

Costs to be paid by the applicant, including any third-
party contributions $9 million 75%

TOTAL PROJECT COST $12 million 100%



Application Tips
Environmental and Cultural Resource Compliance

• All projects funded through WaterSMART funding opportunities must 
comply with Federal environmental and cultural resources laws and 
regulations. Reclamation regional and area office staff will ensure 
compliance. This compliance must occur prior to any ground-disturbing 
activities taking place. 

• We highly recommend you discuss your project with compliance staff at 
your local Reclamation regional or area office. If you are uncertain who 
to contact, please contact the Program Coordinator identified in Section 
G of the funding opportunity.



WaterSMART 
Financial Assistance Requirements



Financial Assistance (FA) Office
Primary Role of the FA Office

• Answer questions about financial assistance requirements during the 
application process 

• Conduct Initial Screening and remove applications that do not meet 
the completeness, eligibility and timeliness for submission 
requirements of the NOFO.

• Notify Applicants of Application status based on the contact 
information provided on the SF-424 Form



Before you Begin
Register in SAM.gov

Account Set Up
• “Sign Up” in Sam.gov (Login.gov)

• Obtain a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI)

• Register Entity in SAM.gov

• Entity Registration Checklist

• If you have difficulties – document 
communications with help desk.

• Include communications with your 
application

NOTE: For all new registrants, creating the account 
with SAM.gov may take up to several weeks for the 
account to be approved and considered as ACTIVE!

https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration
https://iae-prd-videos.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/entity-checklist.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20231020T171150Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=86399&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAY3LPYEEX2QGT3A5E%2F20231020%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=9946f90c04702b5b838e71e4231bae75c25494a6c0447b3ee73601ca55f168c0


Before you Begin

Register in Grants.gov
• Grant Applicants | GRANTS.GOV

• Applicant Registration | GRANTS.GOV

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants.html
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/registration.html


How to Apply

Start at 
www.grants.gov

Search for Funding Opportunity 
R23AS00XXX

Reference:  R23AS00362 CWMP Phase I
R23AS00106 AERP

Where to Start?



View Grant Opportunity

View 
SYNOPSIS

for key information 

Reference:  R23AS00362 CWMP Phase I
R23AS00106 AERP

www.grants.gov

PLEASE SUBSCRIBE
To receive notifications 

of any changes 



View Grant Opportunity

View
VERSION HISTORY

for 
older Versions 

and
Modifications

Reference:  R23AS00362 CWMP Phase I
R23AS00106 AERP

www.grants.gov





Mandatory Forms are:
SF-424 Application for Federal Assistance 

Plus, either the forms for Non-Construction projects
- Budget Information for Non-Construction (SF-424A)
- Assurances for Non-Construction (SF-424B)

OR the forms for Construction projects
- Budget Information for Construction Programs (SF-424C)
- Assurances for Construction Programs (SF-424D)



Preparing your budget
Budget Narrative is Required

• There is No Required Format

• We Recommend using 

Attachment B – Budget Narrative 
Guidance 

OR/AND

Attachment A – Budget Detail and 
Narrative Excel (seen in picture)

• You budget must address the 
Total Project Cost, which is the 
cost for BOTH for Federal and 
Nonfederal expenditures. 



Application Tips
Before you Submit

Verify that your Application is Complete!
• SAM.gov Registration is ACTIVE

• Grants.gov Registration account set up

• SF-424 (remember signature)

• SF-424A and SF-424C (Non-Construction projects)

• SF-424B and SF-424D (Construction projects)

• Technical Proposal (» Project Narrative Attachment Form [V1.2] )

• Budget Narrative (» Budget Narrative Attachment Form [V1.2] 
Budget Narrative or Budget Detail and Narrative Excel)

https://apply07.grants.gov/apply/forms/readonly/ProjectNarrativeAttachments_1_2-V1.2.pdf
https://apply07.grants.gov/apply/forms/readonly/BudgetNarrativeAttachments_1_2-V1.2.pdf


Financial Assistance – First Level Screening

All application packages will be screened to ensure:

•The applicant meets the completeness, eligibility, and timeliness requirements

•The applicant meets the Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) and SAM registration 
requirements

•The application meets the content requirements

•The application contains completed mandatory forms



Financial Assistance – Selection Notification

• Once Initial screening is complete, 
• Ineligible applicants will be notified by the Grants Officer, and
• Eligible applicants will move on to the Merit Review

• All successful applications will be notified by the Grants Officer of selection. 

• The Financial Assistance Office will reach out to the applicant regarding next 
steps for entering a Financial Assistance award.



For Questions relating to the Application Process,  
SF-424 and Application Forms, Grants.gov, and SAM 

Registration, 
please reach out to the 

Reclamation Financial Assistance Contact:

Ms. Chandrika Nasstrom / Grants Management Specialist 
cnasstrom@usbr.gov

Mrs. Diana Blake, Grants Officer
dmblake@usbr.gov

mailto:cnasstrom@usbr.gov
mailto:dmblake@usbr.gov


Additional Opportunities, 
Tools and Resources



Water Recycling and Desalination Planning:

• Funding available for potential new Title XVI 
projects, Desalination Construction projects, and 
Large-Scale Water Recycling projects

• Eligible Applicants: 
• Local water agencies that are sponsors of water 

recycling or desalination projects
• Located in a Reclamation state, or Hawaii

• Eligible Project Activities:
• Development of new water recycling and 

desalination feasibility studies
• Preparation of preliminary project cost 

estimates 
• Design activities 
• Environmental and cultural resource 

compliance activities



WaterSMART Program Resources

• WaterSMART Program Website: 
https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart

• Previously funded applications for 
all programs

• Interactive Data Visualization Tool
• WaterSMART Dashboard
• WaterSMART mailing list
• Recent announcements
• Funding opportunity calendar

https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart


WaterSMART Program Resources
• WaterSMART Program 

Website: 
https://www.usbr.gov/watersm
art

• Previously funded applications 
for all programs

• Interactive Data Visualization 
Tool

• WaterSMART Dashboard
• Funding opportunity calendar
• WaterSMART mailing list
• Recent announcements

https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart
https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart


WaterSMART Program Resources
Additional Resources
• All open Funding Opportunities can be found at: 

www.grants.gov
• General guide on how to submit a grant application on Grants.Gov

located on WaterSMART website.

• Climate Mapping and Resilience and Adaptation: 
https://resilience.climate.gov/

• Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool: 
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5

http://www.grants.gov/
https://resilience.climate.gov/
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5


Water Recycling and Desalination Construction

Ms. Maribeth Menendez
mmenendez@usbr.gov
(303) 445-2094

Ms. Brandi Worthington
broseworthington@usbr.gov
(801) 524-3639

mailto:mmenendez@usbr.gov
mailto:ihoiby@usbr.gov


Questions? 

Please use the Q&A Function to ask us 
your questions. 
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