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December 2010 - April 2011
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CURRENT CONDITIONSCURRENT CONDITIONSCURRENT CONDITIONSCURRENT CONDITIONS
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RUNOFF FORECASTSRUNOFF FORECASTSRUNOFF FORECASTSRUNOFF FORECASTS



Aspinall Unit
Forecasted Unregulated Inflow
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Blue Mesa Reservoir
April July Unregulated Inflow

90%

100%

April - July Unregulated Inflow

DRY419

70%

80%

xc
ee

de
d Based on 1937-2010MODERATELY DRY

531

40%

50%

60%

lo
w

 is
 e

x

AVERAGE DRY

AVERAGE WET

653

20%

30%

40%

Ti
m

e 
in

f AVERAGE WET

MODERATELY WET

880800

0%

10%

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600

WET
1041

Unregulated Inflow (1000 AF)



Forecasted April-July Runoff
As of April 1st

Gunnison River - near Grand Jct     1,700,000

Ridgway Reservoir Inflow     95,000

Site name and    
runoff volume

in acre-feet

North Fork Gunnison River - near Somerset     380,000

Paonia Reservoir Inflow (Mar-Jun)     131,000

Lake Fork Gunnison River - at Gateview     121,000

Tomichi Creek - at Gunnison      80,000

Blue Mesa Reservoir Inflow      800,000

Gunnison River - near Gunnison     480,000

East River - at Almont     230,000

Taylor Park Reservoir Inflow    125,000
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24 MONTH STUDY24 MONTH STUDY24 MONTH STUDY24 MONTH STUDY



Unregulated Blue Mesa Inflow
MonthlyAverage
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Blue Mesa Elevation
End of Month
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Blue Mesa Content
End of Month
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Crystal Release
Monthly Average
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Black Canyon
Monthly Average
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PROJECTED RUNOFF OPERATIONSPROJECTED RUNOFF OPERATIONSPROJECTED RUNOFF OPERATIONSPROJECTED RUNOFF OPERATIONS



6370 cfs

Apr 15 Forecast
800KAF800KAF



North Fork Gunnison Peaks
www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/product/peak/peak.cgi

43103930348031002890CFSD

N Fork @ Somerset:  average peak 3,310 cfs between 5/11 & 6/2

10%25%50%75%90%Exceedence Prob.

6/25/265/195/125/6Date of Peak

43103930348031002890CFSD

l ( fl f l)

5/315/235/195/135/7Date of Peak

67206050534047804480CFSD

Delta (minus flow from Crystal):



North Fork of the Gunnison River @ Somerset
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Gunnison River Spring Peak
median NF peak and timing
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Gunnison River Spring Peak
higher NF peak and later timing
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Gunnison River Spring Peak
lower NF peak and earlier timing
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