G&J-151
ENV-4. 00
PRJ-13. 00

Subj ect: Wayne N. Aspinall Unit Qperation - Coordination Meeting
Dear Interested Party:

Encl osed is a summary of the April 19, 1995, Aspinall Unit operations meeting.
H ghlights include:

# CQurrent predictions for runoff are at 130 percent of average. W
will need to watch runoff and consider flood control needs at Delta.

# Proposed operations were nodified to provide for the spring peak
runoff to occur in early to md-May. Spring flows of 3,000 cfs are expected
t hrough the Bl ack Canyon and Qunni son Corge; a peak of about 16-18, 000 cubic
feet per second (cfs) is expected at Witewater.

Surmmer flows through the Bl ack Canyon and Qunni son Corge shoul d be
around 900 cfs in July, August and nost of Septenber. No special releases
shoul d be needed to naintain mnimmflows bel ow Redl ands D version Damin
July through Cctober for endangered fish.

# Reclamation is continuing efforts toward devel opnent of a matrix of
flows needed to nmeet various resource needs of the Gunnison River.

The next neeting is schedul ed for August 17, 1995, from 12:30-3:00 p.m For a
change, it will be held in Mintrose, at the Craft Training Center, 1843 South
Townsend Avenue. Townsend Avenue is the sane as H ghway 550; the building is
at the South end of town, at the southeast corner of Townsend's intersection
with E. N agara Road.

If you have questions, call Ed Warner or Steve MCall at (970) 248-0654 or
248- 0638 respectively.

Si ncerely,

Carol DeAngelis
Area Manager

Encl osure

cc: Chief, Curecanti Field Branch
Attention: CC-100 (w encl)

Regional Director, Salt Lake City UT
Attention: UC 430, UG 440, UC 600, UC 700 (ea w encl)

Solicitors Ofice, Salt Lake Cty UT
Attention: Scott Lovel ess (wencl)

bcc: GI-400, &J-430, GJ-150 (2 sets), GJ-140 (ea w encl)



Aspinall Unit Operations Meeting
April 19, 1995

The subject neeting was held at the Bureau of Reclanmation (Reclamation) office
in Grand Junction, Colorado. An attendance list is attached. John Wl ch of
the Bl ack Canyon National Mnunent was transferred; therefore, John Chapnman is
hel pi ng Recl amati on conduct the neeting on behalf of the National Park Service
(NPS). Connie Rudd was wel comed as a first time participant; she is the
Acting Superintendent of the Black Canyon. Qher new participants included
Carol DeAngelis and M ke Steves (Reclamation, G and Junction) and Scott

Lovel ess (Solicitor's Ofice, Salt Lake CGty).

The purpose of the neeting was to revi ew operation of the Aspinall Unit over
the January through April period, and revise the operation plan for the
upconmi ng period (April through August), based on current predictions for water
supply conditions and input frominterested participants. Results will be
incorporated into Reclanmation's "Qperation Plan for Col orado R ver System
Reservoirs" (24-Month Cperation Plan). General goals for operation include
filling Blue Mesa Reservoir in July, and then drawing it down by the end of
Decenber to a level that minimzes ice jamm ng problens at the upper end.

Anot her factor to consider for a year like this is flood control at Delta. A
new goal, which will be easy to achieve this year, is to maintain a mnimm
300 cfs flow for endangered fish bel ow the Redl ands D versi on Dam

January-April 1995 Qperation: Brad Vickers reviewed graphs on actual vs.

pl anned operations. W received nore snow than was predicted at the January
neeting, and flows were increased accordingly. |In January, inflow was
predicted at 96 percent of average. The nost probable prediction nowis for
inflowto be 130 percent of average.

Forecast and Proposed 1995 Operation: Planned operation print-outs for each
of the Aspinall Unit reservoirs (Blue Mesa, Morrow Point, and Crystal) were

di scussed for the mninmum most, and naxi num probabl e water supply forecasts.
The nost probable prediction for Blue Mesa inflow is 130 percent of average,
and probable nmnimumis 96 percent. NPS asked how | ow Blue Mesa will probably
get; the proposed operation plan predicts it would hit its |owest elevation of
7,489.78 feet in April. A map for the Colorado River basin showed that
snowpack is concentrated in the south. At Witewater, a peak of around 16-
18, 000 can be expected, and should be watched in relation to North Fork and
Unconpahgre flows to stay within the flooding thresholds at Delta.

Chuck Pettee of the National Park Service suggested that a "controlled spill"
be forced early at Crystal. Brad Vickers noted steps are being taken now to
prevent spills, and that spills at Oystal occur due to side inflow Rel eases
of 2,000 are on their way up to 4,000 cfs. About 600 cfs will be diverted

t hrough the Gunni son Tunnel for the next 2-3 weeks; this timng is normal and
and needed because the Unconmpahgre River is not running yet.

Proposed operati ons were summarized to highlight flows that woul d be expected
t hrough the Bl ack Canyon/| ower Corge (after tunnel diversions):

Fl ow Range Mont h

3, 300 May

3, 000 June

3,000 (+spill) late May/early June
800- 900 July, Aug, Sep

1, 500 Cct, Sep, Nov, Dec

Partici pants requested the peak occur in early to md-May because:
h Havi ng Aspinall rel eases peak prior to those of the North Fork and
Unconpahgre River woul d conplement efforts to stay within flooding
threshol ds at Delta.

Conpl etion of the peak prior to June 10 will protect hatch of rainbow
trout. Low census of fry fromlast year increases need to protect this
season's spawn. Wirling disease and trapping of fish in pools may have
taken a toll on young trout populations in 1994. It will take time to
deternmine the extent of young fish loss to whirling disease. It may be
even nore inportant to take all neasures possible to enhance fry
survival .



Early peak woul d better protect resource val ues of Black Canyon

Conpl etion prior to Menorial Day coincides better with seasonal and
increased public use of the Gorge

Earlier peak neets fl ow needs of endangered fish and study needs of FWS
Concl usions for sumrer operation plan:

# It should be possible to force a spill at Oystal to provide a peak flow
earlier in Muy.

# Though difficult, Reclamation and Western will continue to strive to

mai ntain a decreasing ranping rate of around 10 percent. Power plant
operators would prefer that desired ranmping rates be specified using a range
in percent of change, rather than a specific amount of flow in cfs.

# Followi ng runoff, sumrer operations for July-Septenber will attenpt to
keep canyon fl ows bel ow 900 cfs.

Handouts al so included the Conputation of the Delivery to the NPS.

Speci al _Fl ow Request s:

Previously, the Division of Wldlife requested 600 cfs from Septenber 25 to 27
or 28 for their annual fish census. No other special or test flows were
request ed.

Endanger ed Fi sh Fl ow Requests:

- A peak flow near Wiitewater of 16-18,000 will rneet the needs of the FW5 for
a high flow In future years, another noderately | ow peak (6-8,000) wll be
needed.

- The proposed operation plan shows there will be nore than 300 cfs avail abl e
all summer bel ow the Redl ands Diversion. Therefore, no special flows wll be
needed in July-Cctober to maintain mninmumflow under the InterimAgreenent.

Agency/ Organi zation Activities and Conments

Western Area Power Administration - Jeff Ackerman of Western wants to

reeval uate the operation criteria for Mrrow Point inposed by the old tour
boat with the NPS. He requested the NPS to del ay performance tests and public
use of the new boat until after the peak run-off season. Nornally, tours
begin Menorial Day weekend and end Labor Day weekend. Constraints to
acconodate public safety and use nay conflict with flexibility needed to
operate the power plant. John Chapman of Curecanti will consult with their
concessionaire and get back to Wstern.

Qunni son River Expeditions - Bo Gates commented that reduced flows in June
woul d be better for rafters, and that flow of around 900 cfs in July-

Sept enber woul d be safer for boaters and help m nimze damage from sedi nent
inflows during flash fl oods.

Col orado Water Conservation Board - Randy Seahol mreported consensus has been
reached with Arapahoe County on CACB's instreamflow filing for the Nature
Conservancy's 300 cfs flow donation through the Bl ack Canyon. The decree
shoul d be conpleted in the next couple of nonths.

Fish and Wildlife Service (FW5) - WIIl be in the field during high water to
eval uate habitat, and will continue nonitoring activities this sunmmer.

Bureau of Land Management - Conmented they would like to see high flows |ast
awhi |l e for channel maintenance purposes in the Gorge. Please notify them of
any sudden changes or spill so they can warn boaters.

National Park Service

- The NPS al so needs to be notified of sudden changes.

- The Entrainment Study is gearing up.

- They have acquired photographs of Coal (1918) and \Wal kers (1934) and will be
reshooting the areas whenever flows are nore simlar for conparison purposes.



They will not ask for special flows to minmc conditions. They are |ooking for
any ot her photos that may have been taken of the sanme areas to conpare
changes. JimHokit (UVWMA) has historical photos that NPS may | ook through.

- Reclamation and NPS have net to discuss the Qunnison River Contract; it is
still on a slow track. Developnent of the matrix will be an integral part of
negoti ations, and the forum of these coordination nmeetings should be a
permanent practice. Recommend that ranges of flows be used in the matrix.

- I nconsi stenci es between wat er managenment objectives for Curecanti and the

Bl ack Canyon have been noted. Late |ast year, the Black Canyon initiated work
to develop a vision statement for the Black Canyon. Curecanti's 1980 General
Managenent Pl an is al so being updated to enphasize nmanagenent rather than
devel opnent. Wbyrk on both efforts has been suspended pendi ng an

organi zational restructuring underway for the NPS. Mvenent is from
Washington to the field to increase on-the-ground efficiency. Restructuring
for Curecanti and Bl ack Canyon may result in the parks being conbi ned.

Bureau of Recl amation

- W are continuing work on Energency Communi cations, the Limology Study with
NPS, and an Irrigation Water Quality Program study with USGS and FW5.

- For the Redl ands passage interimagreenent, congratul ations to success of
negoti ators. Wile agreenent reached in principle, latitude has been given to
State and Federal |egal counsels to hanmer out sone |egal details. W think
we are still on track for execution this nmonth. Randy Seahol mw || be

di scussing recent changes with stakeholders to see if they are acceptable.

- For the Redl ands | adder, Reclamation is very concerned about recent comments
fromthe Gty of Gand Junction and Mesa County. WII| be neeting with
Federal, State and local officials, boaters, and El am Construction (owner of

I and proposed for use as boat take-out). WII also be neeting with County
officials to increase understanding and deal with their resol ution opposing

t he | adder.

- Have heard information fromthe new streanfl ow gauge bel ow Redl ands i s now
reported on Water Talk as #32 for Division 4. Reclamation still needs to get
the data into Hydronet.

Energency Power Needs: Ed Warner and Brad Vickers discussed a flow diagramto
show how one point of contact is being identified between Wstern and

Recl amation for use in any type of energency at our dans and powerpl ants.

Di scussed opportunities to coordinate with enmergency planning efforts of

ot hers such as the National Wather Service and response plans of

communi ties/ counties for hazardous naterial spills.

Flow Matrix Devel opnent: The natrix will be an inportant |ong-range tool.
Recl amati on has incorporated responses fromNPS and BLMto the | atest request
for matrix information. Comments included with their input shows a need to
orient the criteria around various resource needs rather than by agency, and
to identify ranges rather than specific flows. Reclamation will work nore on
nodi fying the matrix accordingly. Agencies should not worry about being tied
to any input provided.

Next Meeting August 17, 1995; 12:30 to 3:00 p.m
For a change, it will be held in Mntrose, at the Craft Training Center:
1843 So. Townsend Avenue (sane as U.S. H ghway 550)



At t endance Li st

Aspinall Unit Operations Meeting - April 19,

I ndi vi dual s
Q@unni son River Expeditions
Trout Unlimted

North Fork Water
Conservancy District

Unconpahgre Val |l ey \Water
Users Associ ation

Upper Qunni son R ver Vater
Conservancy District

Col orado River
Conservation

Col orado Water

Wt er
District

Conservati on Board

Western Area Power Admi nistration

U S. Ceol ogi cal Survey

Fish and Wldlife Service

Bureau of Land Managemnent

Nat i onal Park Service

USDl Solicitor's Ofice

Bur eau of Recl amation

Rut h Hut chi ns
Bo Gates
Pat gl esby

Tom Al vey

Ji m Hoki t

Tyl er Martineau

M ke & oss
Davi d Kanzer

Randy Seahol m

Gary Burton
Jeff Ackerman
Chri s Brown

Paul von Querard

George Smth
Terry Irel and
Chuck MAda

John Arkins

Conni e Rudd
Chuck Pettee
Mar k Wondzel |
John Chapman
Rick Harris
Lynn Cudlip

Scott Lovel ess

Carol DeAngelis
Brad Vi ckers

Ji m Schunacher
Steve McCall

Ed War ner

M ke Steves
Lorrie West
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