Aspinall Unit Operations Meeting
August 12, 1992

The subject neeting was held in Gand Junction, Colorado. An attendance list is
att ached.

At the beginning of the neeting summaries of actual and forecasted inflows to the
Aspinall Unit were reviewed along with actual and antici pated water deliveries. Actual
inflows fromJanuary through July 1992 were 68 percent of normal, and forecasted inflows
for August through Decenber are projected to be 75 percent of normal. Peak flows at the
Wi tewat er gage during the 1992 runoff were 6,300 cfs and resulted froma conbinati on of
snowrelt and rainfall.

The conputation of deliveries to the Bl ack Canyon of the Gunnison National Mnunent
(Monunent) for August through Decenber, based on the prelimnary contract guidelines,
was revi ewed. Handouts covering this naterial were provided at the neeting and

addi ti onal copies can be obtained from Reclanation's Gand Junction Projects Ofice.
Live storage as of July 31 was at 685,000 acre-feet, which is below the target storage
I evel of 829,500. This shortfall, conbined with | ow forecasts, cause m nimumrel eases
of 300 cubic feet per second (cfs) during the entire period to govern contract rel eases
of 91,000 acre-feet to the Mnunment between August and Decenber 1992. Actual flows

t hrough the Monunent will be higher due to releases to the State of Col orado and
downstream wat er rights.

It was agreed to report release data in "cfs" units in addition to acre-feet where
appropriate and to provide nore information on flows at the "Witewater gage" (Qunnison
Ri ver, near Grand Junction) in future neetings and handouts.

Research fl ows of 600 cfs requested by the Col orado Division of Wldlife (CDON for fish
popul ation surveys were discussed and supported. These will occur from Septenber 21-24,
Cctober 13-16, and on Cctober 21.

In summary, flows proposed (through the Monunent) are 600 cfs in Septenber and 500 cfs
in Cctober through Decenber, under the nobst probable forecast. To assist neeting Fish
and Wldlife Service requests for high spring flows in 3 of the next 4 years, Randy
Peterson of Reclamation's Salt Lake Gty office discussed the possibility of nmanagi ng
"controlled" spring spills at Crystal Damif heavy rainfall occurs next spring.

Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) representatives explained why it was inportant
to know at the present time if winter flows will be reduced. The earlier they know, the
sooner they can purchase power at a |lower cost. They also requested nore advance
notification of changes in Gunnison Tunnel diversions. JimHokit, Unconpahgre Valley
Water Users nmanager, agreed to contact WAPA's Montrose office at the sane tine he
contacted Recl amati on personnel in Page, Arizona concerning changes in Tunnel

diversions. Notification of 3 or nore days in advance of tunnel changes woul d assi st



WAPA i n managi ng their power contracts.

The Fish and WIldlife Service, National Park Service, and Col orado Water Conservation
Board i ndicated that proposed Septenber through Decenber operations |ooked good. The
CDOW agreed that the operations | ooked good, but stressed the critical need for
relatively stable May-June flows for protection of the Gunnison River's Gold Medal
fishery. Ranping rates are very inportant at the high flow levels to protect the
fishery. Spring peaks in 1992 (May |l)nmay have hurt brown trout reproduction for a
critical third year in arow CDOVis also worried about effects of spills at Crystal.
CDOWNV Wi || provide river cross section data to better explain these concerns.

The Upper @unni son R ver Water Conservancy District supported the proposed operations
and supported the intent to reach the Blue Mesa Reservoir winter target elevation to
reduce icing. The Colorado R ver Water Conservation District supported the proposed
operation but expressed concerns with any plans to spill at Crystal. The Bureau of Land
Managenent supported the operation and indicated that flows during the 1992 recreation
season had been very good and had resulted in heavy (perhaps too heavy) recreation use.

The next meeting on operations will be held in Gand Junction at 1 p.m on January 19,
1993.



