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Definitions 
 
Some water terms peculiar to the water industry are briefly defined here in order to better 
understand the information presented. 
 
Water Supply Terms 
 
Water is supplied by a variety of systems for many users.  The general term “supply” is 
defined as the amount of water available.  A public agency owns most water supply 
systems, but in some cases the owner/operator is a private company.  Thus, a "public" 
water supply may be either publicly or privately owned.  Also, systems may supply 
treated and/or untreated water. 
 
Concurrency – A process established by Summit County Ordinance to ensure adequate 
capacity for community water systems located in the Snyderville Basin. 
 
Community Water System – A public water system that serves at least 15 service 
connections used by year-round residents or regularly services at least 25 year-round 
residents. 
 
Equivalent Residential Connection (ERC) – A term used to evaluate service 
connections, other than typical residential domicile, and is an estimate of the equivalent 
volume or rate of flow to that of a typical residential connection. 
 
Maximum Water Supply Available Under Present Conditions – The annual volume of 
water that is the lesser of the hydrologic capacity of the water source, the physical 
capacity of the water system, or the use allowed by water rights.   

Municipal Water Supply – A municipal supply is that which provides water for 
residential, commercial, and institutional uses.  The terms municipal, community and city 
are often used interchangeably. 
 
Municipal and Industrial Water Supply – Includes all water (potable and non-potable) 
supplied for residential, commercial, institutional, light industry, and large self-supplied 
industries.  This supply is available from community systems, non-community (transient 
and non-transient) systems, self-supplied industrial systems, and private wells. 
 
Non-Potable Water Supply – Non-potable water does not meet safe drinking water 
requirements.  Secondary irrigation companies and self-supplied industries usually supply 
this water.  Sometimes referred to as non-culinary water supply, but usually referred to as 
secondary water. 

Potable Water Supply – Potable water is that which meets all applicable federal and state 
safe drinking water requirements for residential, commercial, institutional and industrial 
uses.  Potable is also referred to as culinary or drinking water supply. 
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Public Community Water Supply – This includes potable water supplied by either 
privately or publicly owned community systems which serve at least 15 service 
connections or 25 individuals with year round usage.  Water from public community 
supplies may be used for residential, commercial, institutional, and industrial purposes.  
This can include both indoor and outdoor uses. 
 
Public Non-Community Water Supply – Includes potable water supplied by either 
privately or publicly owned systems of two types: transient and non-transient.  Transient 
systems are systems that do not serve 25 of the same non-resident persons per day for 
more than six months per year. Examples include campgrounds, RV parks, restaurants, 
convenience stores, etc.  Non-transient systems are systems that regularly serve 25 of the 
same non-resident persons per day for more than six months per year.  Examples include 
churches, schools and industries.  This report combines transient and non-transient 
systems together and calls them all public non-community systems. 
 
Reliable System Source Capacity – The portion of the annual water supply that is 
available to meet peak demands.  When this number is divided by the average per capita 
usage, the result approximates the maximum population that the water system can serve.   
 
Secondary Water Supply – This water is usually a pressurized or open ditch water supply 
system with untreated water for irrigation of privately and publicly owned lawns, 
gardens, parks, cemeteries, golf courses and other open areas.  These systems, sometimes 
called "dual" water systems, are installed to provide an alternative to irrigating with 
culinary water for outdoor areas.  Irrigation companies often provide this supply.  Self-
supplied industries can also use secondary water for industrial processes. 

Self-supplied Industrial Supply – This category includes potable or non-potable water, 
usually from their own wells or springs, supplied by individual privately owned 
industries. 
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