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Most Likely Strategies and Methods by 
Reach Attachment 
This attachment shows which strategies are suitable in each reach, the method 
categories, , how they are associated with each strategy, and the most likely 
methods for each reach.  The most likely methods by reach are based upon the 
most likely strategies and the methods most commonly used to implement each 
strategy.  Methods can be used as part of a reach strategy or to address site-
specific river maintenance purposes.  The suitability and effectiveness of a given 
method are a function of the inherent properties of the method, the physical 
characteristics of the reach, and the reach strategy.  As such, there is no single 
method that applies to all situations; and while the most commonly used methods 
have been identified for each reach, other methods also may be used.  In addition, 
new methods are likely to be developed in the future that will be described in 
future reach or site-specific biological assessments.  Table 1 shows which 
strategies are most suitable for each reach.  Additional information may be found 
in the report entitled, Middle Rio Grande River Maintenance Program 
Comprehensive Plan and Guide, Appendix A (Reclamation 2012).  

Table 2 contains the most applicable method category for each strategy.  For a 
given strategy, more than one method category can apply.   

Table 3 is the most applicable methods for each reach.  For a given strategy and 
reach, more than one method can apply.  The combination of methods used 
depends upon local river conditions, reach trends, reach constraints, and the 
inherent properties of the method.   
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Table 2.  Method Categories Associated with Strategies 

Method 

Promote 
Elevation 
Stability 

Promote 
Alignment 
Stability 

Reconstruct/
Maintain  
Channel 
Capacity 

Increase 
Available 

Area to the 
River 

Rehabilitate 
Channel 

and Flood 
Plain 

Manage 
Sediment 

Infrastructure 
Relocation or 
Setback 

   X   

Channel 
Modification   X  X X 

Bank Protection/ 
Stabilization  X     

Cross Channel 
(River Spanning) 
Features 

X      

Conservation 
Easements    X X  

Change Sediment 
Supply       X 
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