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Subject: Wildland Fire Management (WFM) 

 

Purpose: Establishes Policy for implementing and managing the Bureau of 

Reclamation’s WFM Program.  This Policy benefits Reclamation by 

ensuring protection of critical project facilities and land in compliance with 

existing laws and the Department of the Interior policy regarding WFM.  It 

also ensures consistency with other Department bureaus having established 

WFM programs. 

 

Authority: The laws, regulations, and policies underlying Reclamation’s authority 

and responsibility for WFM are listed in Paragraph 10 of this Policy. 

 

Approving Official: Commissioner 

 

 Contact: Policy and Administration, Land Resources Office (84-53000) 

 

1.  Introduction.  The authorities listed in Paragraph 10 require and support Reclamation 

management of WFM activities on lands under Reclamation jurisdiction.  Reclamation will, 

as needed, enter into interagency or cooperative agreements and contracts with other entities 

for WFM activities on Reclamation lands.  Departmental and inter-departmental 

implementation policies and directives under the listed statutes delineate the specific 

requirements of bureaus and agencies that have jurisdiction over Federal lands. 

 

2.  Applicability.  This Policy applies to all WFM activities conducted by or for Reclamation 

and/or cooperative WFM activities planned or carried out with other Federal, state, or local 

agencies.  Since wildland fires frequently cross jurisdictions, all WFM activities will be 

planned and implemented with the necessary level of coordination and consultation with 

other agencies that have fire management responsibilities for lands contiguous to or 

otherwise near Reclamation lands. 

 

3. Definitions.  For definitions applicable to WFM, see Reclamation Manual (RM) Directives 

and Standards (D&S), Wildland Fire Management (WFM), LND 14-01. 

 

4. Responsibilities.   

 

A. Deputy Commissioner for Operations.  The responsibilities of the Deputy 

Commissioner for Operations include the following:   

 

(1) ensure that the requirements and responsibilities delineated in this Policy and 

associated D&S are met and carried out by subordinate line managers; 

 

(2) enter into national agreements as necessary to facilitate accomplishment of WFM 

objectives; and 
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(3) develop and implement appropriate program and budget strategies and 

mechanisms for accomplishing WFM activities. 

 

B. Regional Directors.  Regional director responsibilities concerning WFM include the 

following: 

 

(1) determine at what level to negotiate interagency agreements with other Federal 

agencies or contracts or cooperative agreements with state, local, or tribal 

agencies; 

 

(2) consult and jointly decide with another affected regional director whether or not 

to enter an agreement for a geographic area that overlaps regions; 

 

(3) establish a program to ensure that fire management plans (FMPs) within a region 

are developed and maintained on a regular basis;  

 

(4) ensure sufficient staffing and resources to establish and maintain a WFM 

program;  

 

(5) make available for training and qualification employees holding specific skills or 

knowledge which are in high demand nationally or regionally for WFM program 

or fire suppression efforts; 

 

(6) ensure that reports of all wildland fires located on Reclamation lands within the 

region are recorded and archived;  

 

(7) ensure that hazard fuels reduction and Burned Area Emergency Response project 

accomplishments are reported with the National Fire Plan Operations and 

Reporting System;  

 

(8) approve or disapprove a determination by an area manager that it is in the best 

interest of the United States to seek recovery of damage and costs for a human-

caused fire; 

 

(9) designate a regional Fire Management Officer/Fire Program Manager, as a full-

time or collateral duty position, to manage regional WFM activities and 

workloads; and 

 

(10) re-delegate authority, when applicable, to area managers to create a Fire 

Management Officer/Fire Program Manager position at the area office to manage 

local WFM activities and workloads. 
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C. Policy and Administration.  The responsibilities of Policy and Administration 

concerning WFM include the following: 

 

(1) provide representation on the Change Management Board for the Wildland Fire 

Management Information System-Fire Reporting Module; and 

 

(2) develop appropriate policy, D&S, and guidance. 

 

5. Wildland Fire Management Policy.  Reclamation’s lands and facilities will be managed to 

reduce the occurrence and severity of wildland fire.  WFM includes: fire suppression, fire 

prevention and education, fire management planning, hazard fuels reduction, emergency 

burned-area stabilization, long-term burned area rehabilitation, and training.   

 

6. Interagency Agreements, Contracts, and Cooperative Agreements.  Regions will use 

these agreements to provide adequate fire protection to Reclamation land and facilities, 

receive fire reporting information, and for cost efficiencies.  When using cooperative 

agreements, regions will follow RM D&S, Requirements for Award and Administration of 

Financial Assistance Agreements (Grants and Cooperative Agreements), ACM 01-01. 

 

7. Fire Management Plans.  By the end of fiscal year 2018, FMPs will be developed for all 

Reclamation lands that contain burnable vegetation. 

 

8. Reimbursability of Wildland Fire Management-Related Costs.  Interagency 

reimbursement of WFM costs will be carried out according to existing statutes, regulations, 

and policies. 

9. Wildland Fire Caused by Humans.  For each human caused fire, where an identifiable 

individual, organization, or agency is determined to be responsible, Reclamation will 

determine if it is in the best interests of the United States to pursue recovery of damages and 

costs. 

10. Authority.   

A. Reclamation Act of June 17, 1902 (ch. 1093, 32 Stat. 388, codified in scattered sections 

of 43 U.S.C.), and acts amendatory thereof and supplementary thereto; 

 

B. Protection of Timber Act of September 20, 1922 (ch. 349, 42 Stat. 857; 

16 U.S.C. § 594); 

 

C. Economy Act of June 30, 1932 (47 Stat. 417; 31 U.S.C. § 1535); 

 

D. Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act of 1935 (ch. 85, 49 Stat. 163, 

16 U.S.C. § 590a, et seq.); 
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E. Reciprocal Fire Protection Act of 1955 (ch. 105, 69 Stat. 66; 

42 U.S.C. §§ 1856-1856d); 

 

F. Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, as amended 

(Pub. L. 93-288, as amended; 88 Stat. 143; 42 U.S.C. §§ 5121-5206.); 

 

G. Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of October 29, 1974 

 (Pub. L. 93-498; 88 Stat. 1535; 15 U.S.C. § 2201, et seq.); 

 

H. Federal Grant and Cooperative Agreements Act of 1977 (Pub. L. 95-224; 92 Stat. 3; 

31 U.S.C. §§ 6301-6308); 

 

I. Supplemental Appropriations Act of 1982 (Pub. L. 97-257, Title I, ch. VIII; 

96 Stat. 837); 

 

J. Temporary Emergency Wildfire Suppression Act of 1988 (Pub. L. 100-428; 

102 Stat. 1615), as amended by the Wildfire Suppression Assistance Act of 

April 7, 1989 (Pub. L. 101-11; 103 Stat. 15; 42 U.S.C. §§ 1856m–1856p); 

 

K. Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003 (Pub. L. 108-148; 117 Stat. 1887; 

16 U.S.C. § 6501, et seq.); 

 

L. Energy and Water Development Appropriations Act of 2006 (Pub. L. 109-103; 

119 Stat. 2247; 33 U.S.C. § 2221); 

 

M. Departmental Manual (DM), Wildland Fire Management, General Policy and 

Procedures (620 DM 1); 

 

N. DM, Burned Area Emergency Stabilization and Rehabilitation (620 DM 3); and 

 

O. 2001 Federal Wildland Fire Management Policy. 

 


