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Related Laws, Regulations, Executive Orders, and Policies

Before planning and undertaking public involvement activities, personnel must become familiar
with applicable laws, regulations, executive orders, and other policies that trigger and govern
public participation. Various actions within the same decision process will be governed by
different laws; for example, taking a survey must follow the restrictions in the Paperwork
Reduction Act, relocating citizens must follow actions laid out in the Uniform Relocation Act,
etc.

Table 1 lists possible actions in a program or study and then shows which actions trigger what
laws.  

Table 2 briefly describes these laws and regulations as a general introduction to the applicable
language and actions required.  The first column cites the law (in the same order as table 1), the
second column quotes or paraphrases the applicable language, while the third column lists major
actions needed to comply with the law.  This table is by no means a complete legal description; it
merely introduces these requirements to assist readers in identifying further research necessary to
comply with specific laws affecting their programs.

To use these tables:

A. Determine which actions the program might involve.  (For example, the Purple Lake
study involves taking a survey to determine issues in the area.)

B. Look down the first column of table 1 to find each action.  (In this example, Survey or
Questionnaire is the eighth item down the list.)

C. Look across that row and note any checked columns.  These columns cite laws which
apply to the action.  (The proposed survey may be regulated by the Paperwork
Reduction Act.)

D. Turn the pages of table 1 to list all relevant laws.  Note that actions are in clusters which
tend to trigger various groups of laws.  (While surveys are only covered under the
Paperwork Reduction Act, other actions may be covered under several laws and
regulations which may be on more than one page.)

E. Find a summary of the applicable law(s) in table 2 by looking down the first column. 
These laws are listed in the same order as in table 1.  (Paperwork Reduction Act is the
seventh law across in table 1 and the seventh law down in table 2.)

F. Look at the second column of table 2 for applicable language and the third column for
required agency actions.
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Table 3 lists more regulations involved in related actions for further research.

These tables do not cover all regulations, policy, and executive orders.  Suggestions for updates
on new executive orders, laws, changes in the Departmental Manual, etc., should be forwarded to
D-5010.

These tables are tools for accomplishing the task; however, other approaches and sources need to
be considered.  Several tools are available on the Internet for further reference:

! A description of relevant laws and regulations (http://www.usbr.gov/laws/pi.html)

! Some decision-making tools (http://www.usbr.gov/guide/toolbox.htm)


