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1.1 RMP Program and Policy

The Pecific Northwest Region of the Bureau of
Reclandtion (Reclamdtion) is conducting a
multi-year program to prepare a Resource Man+
agement Plan (RMP) for each of its mgor fa
clities. This program is guided by Federd leg
idation and policies to ensure that Federd lands
are managed to serve a wide range of public
purposss. RMP preparation is specificaly au
thorized in Title 28 of Public Law 102-575. It
is dso an outcome of Assessment '87, a Recla-
mation study that examined the future direction
of its programs. This study established a broad
framework for moving forward into the 21st
century, with incressed emphass on the im
proved management of projects and the protec-
tion of the environment. Each RMP is ntended
to provide the management framework needed
to baance the development, use, and protection
of Reclamation lands and their associated natu-
rd, culturd, and recreationd resources. It is
Reclamation's blueprint for future resource
management  decisons to guide Reclamation,
managing partners, and agency cooperators, as
well as inform the public about the resource
management policies and actions to be imple-
mented over the life of the RMP.

Reclamaion's resource management policy is to
provide a broad level of stewardship to ensure
and encourage resource protection, conserva
tion, and multiple use, as appropriate. Man+
agement practices and principles established in
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this RMP, in accordance with exising Federd
laws, regulations, and policies, provide for the
protection of fish, wildlife, and other naturd
resources, cultural resources, public hedth and
safety; and agpplicable uses of Reclamation
lands and water areas, public access, and out-
door recregtion.

1.2 Purpose and Scope of the
Plan

The Lake Cascade RMP is a 10-year plan to
provide management direction for lands and
waters under Reclamation jurisdiction in the
vicinity of Lake Cascade, located near Cascade,
Idaho. Collectively, the entire area is referred
to asthe “RMP Study Ared’ in this documen.

The first RMP prepared for Lake Cascade was
completed and approved in June 1991. The
purpose of this RMP update is to address cu-
rent and anticipated future issues to permit the
orderly and coordinated development and man
agement of lands and facilities and the water
aurface under Reclamdion jurigdiction in the
RMP Study Area. The updated plan will be
used as the basis for directing activities on Rec-
lamation lands and the reservoir in a way that
maximizes overdl public and resource benefits,
and that provides guidance for managing the
area during the next 10 years.

Through implementation of the RMP, Reclama-
tion ams to baance competing and conflicting
demands for differing uses and to maximize
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compatibility with surrounding land uses, while
affording an appropriate level of resource
protection and enhancement.

Over the course of implementing the RMP, it
will be reviewed, reevauated, and revised (if
necessary) in cooperaion with dl involved
agencies and Tribes to reflect changing condi-
tions and management objectives. If a proposed
modificetion to the RMP would sgnificantly
affect area resources or public use, opportuni-
ties for public involvement will be provided.
The RMP will be fully updated a the end of its
10-year life.

In addition to this introductory chapter, the
RMP contains the five chapters summarized
below.

Chapter 2 summarizes the rdevant naurd, vis-
ua, culturd, and socioeconomic  resources
around the reservoir.  The resource inventory
detribes  exising conditions and lays the
framework for identifying suitable resources for
a variety of land and water uses, as well as sen
dgtive resources that require specid protection,
enhancement, or retoration.

Chepter 3 summarizes exising land use and
management. The range of exiding land uses is
decribed and exiging land use designaions
and agreements identified. These include: Pro-
ject facilities and general operations (i.e, Cas
cade Dam and Lake Cascade); agreements,
easements and permits, encroachments, public
fadlities utlities and sarvices  recreationd
uses, and access and transportation.

Chapter 4 provides a detailed description of the
RMP planning process, including the public
involvement program  and  input  recelved
through newsorief  response  forms,  medt-
ingsiworkshops, hearings, and agency consulta-
tion. This chapter dso describes Reclamation’s
efforts regarding its trust responghilities to the
affected Tribes. All of this information helped
identify the range of issues and concerns, estab-
lish gods and objectives, identify the range of
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dternative plans for sudy, and modify the Pre-
ferred Alternative, which became the RMP.

Chapter 5 is the core of the RMP and provides a
detaled description of the land use desgna
tions, and Goals, Objectives, and Management
Actions associated with the plan. The Gods,
Objectives, and Management Actions are or-
ganized according to the following five themes
(1) naturd resources, (2) culturd resources, (3)
recreation resources, (4) operations, mante-
nance, and enforcement; and (5) land use, ac-
cess, and implementation.

Chapter 6 presents the implementation program
asociated with the management actions st
forth in Chapter 5. This includes a description
of program phasing, priorities, and responsble
entities, as wdl as the process involved with
amending and updating the plan.

1.3 Location and Description of
the RMP Study Area

As shown in Figure 1.3-1, the RMP Study Area
congsts of Reclamaion-owned lands and adja
cent lands surrounding Lake Cascade. Recla
mation lands comprise a tota of nearly 7,000
acres.  These lands vay in width from ap-
proximately 10 feet to more than 1 mile around
most of the reservoir.

Lake Cascade is located on the North Fork of
the Payette River in the west centrad mountains
of ldaho a the western edge of Long Vdley.
The resarvoir is approximately 80 miles north
of the Boise metropolitan area by State High
way (SH) 55. The City of Cascade is near the
south end of the reservair, and the City of Dor-
nely is near the north end; both cities lie to the
east of the reservoir. Reclamation adminigers a
narow grip of land of irregular width around
most of the reservoir. Mogt of the lands west of
the reservoir away from the immediate shore-
line are administered by the U.S. Forest Service
(USFS), Boise National Forest. The remaining
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Figure 1.3-1. RMP Study Area.
surrounding land is privately owned, except for
isolated parcels of sate and Federa lands.

When the resarvoir is full, there are 26,307
acres of surface water at Lake Cascade and 86
miles of shordine. The resarvoir extends dong
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21 miles of the North Fork of the Payette River
and is 4.5 miles wide a its widest point. The
northern end of the reservair is located near the
confluence of the North Fork of the Payette
River, the Gold Fork River, Boulder Creek, and
Lake Fork Creek. The only idand in the reser-
voir is Sugarloaf Idand, which rises 140 feet
above the high water line and is gpproximately
100 acresin size.

The reservoir is an important recreation re-
source in the region, especidly for resdents of
the Boise metropolitan area. In addition, Lake
Cascade is located adjacent to SH 55, a major
north-south  transportation corridor in  western
Idaho. Severa roads lead from the highway to
the reservoir.

Photo 1-1. Lake Cascade

Lake Cascade is Stuated at 4,828 feet above
mean sea levd. The resarvoir is shdlow, with
an average depth of 26.5 feet. The mean annud
drawdown was 16 feet during the first 30 years
of operating at full capacity. However, an ad-
minidraive decison was made in the ealy
1980s to maintain the reservoir a a 300,000
acre-foot minimum pool, and the mean annua
drawdown has been reduced to 12 feet. This
has hdped to mantan higher water quality and
protect the reservoir fishery from the most se-
vere drawdowns and has maintained recrea
tiona access later into the summer season and
fdl. The lowest wae leves ae typicdly
reached in October, the highest in June or Jduly.

CHAPTER ONE INTRODUCTION



L AKE CASCADE

R E S OURCE

MANAGEMENT P L AN

1.4 Project History

Cascade Dam, which created Lake Cascade as
pat of the Payette Divison of the Boise Pro-
ject, was authorized by Congress on March 27,
1905 under the provisons of the Reclamation
Act of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388). Funds for
congtruction of the dam were appropriated in
the Act of June 28, 1941 (55 Stat. 303); cor+
druction of the dam was completed in 1948.
The reservoir was firg filled to capecity in
1957. The dam and reservoir operate under the
supervison of the Area Manager in Redame
tion's Snake River Area Office in Boise, 1daho.

i

Photo 1-2. Aerial view of Cascade Dam

Lake Cascade was authorized by Congress pri-
marily for irrigation and Federd hydrodectric
power production purposes. The Cascade
power plant is licensed to ldaho Power Com
pany under a Federal Energy Regulatory Comt
misson (FERC) licenses The ldaho Power
Company holds a naurd flow water right for
200 cubic feet per second (cfs) for power gen
gration.  Generdly, the 200 cfs flow is the
minimum resrvoir release rate but it may be
lower if the naturd flow available for use is less
than 200 cfs. Reclamation has entered into cor+
tracts with downstream irrigators to provide
them specified amounts of Storage space in the
reservoir. They are then entitled to the use of
the water that accrues to that storage space.
Recreation and fish and wildlife are recognized
vaues of the reservoir which are to be protected
and enhanced as much as possble, subject to
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meeting Reclamation’'s  fundamentd
and power commitments.

irrigation

The Congressiondly authorized minimum  pool
of 50,000 acre-feet was changed to 46,662
acre-feet based on the most recent bathymetric
survey published in May 1998 (Reclamation
1998). In 1995, Reclamation allocated 300,000
acre-fet of inactive and un-contracted storage
space, below eevation 4,809.21 feet, for main
tenance of a conservation pool. A subsequent
resurvey of the reservoir and new area capacity
table has determined that the totd Storage vol-
ume a elevation 4,809.21 feet is 293,956 acre-
feet.

1.5 Overview of Public Involve-
ment, Agency and Tribal Co-
ordination

Reclamation conducted an extensve public in
volvement programn as pat of the RMP plar+
ning process to ensure representation and par-
ticipation by dl those interested in the future of
Lake Cascade. To achieve full representation,
the program was designed to reach a user popu-
lation thet was dispersed over a broad geo-
graphica area, representing diverse points of
view, and enthusadic in paticipating in the
RMP planning process.

The public involvement program conssted of
four primay dements (1) eght newsoriefs
maled to agencies, Tribes, dected officids,
organizetions, media, and individuds (2) three
sts of public meetingsworkshops, (3) eight
meetings with a group formed as pat of the
RMP planning process to represent key stake-
holders (including agencies, Tribes, and interest
groups in the area); and (4) a public web dte
providing access to newddriefs, draft materids,
and meeting announcements. These dements,
as wdl as additiond agency and Triba consu-
tation efforts, are discussed in further detal in
Chapter 4.
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