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1.0  PURPOSE AND NEED FOR ACTION 

1.1  Introduction 
The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) has prepared this Final Environmental Assessment (EA) 
to evaluate alternatives for the proposed Resource Management Plan (RMP) for Henry Hagg Lake.  
Reclamation is developing the RMP in conjunction with its managing partner for Henry Hagg Lake, 
Washington County Facilities Management Division, Parks (WACO), to manage resources, facilities, 
and access on Reclamation lands and waters (Figure 1.1-1).  The Preferred Alternative evaluated in this 
Final EA is an update of the May 2003 Henry Hagg Lake EA (Reclamation 2003) based on public 
comments received on the Draft EA.   

1.2  Authority 
Title 28 of Public Law (PL) 102-575, Section 2805 (106 Stat. 4690; Reclamation Recreation 
Management Act of October 30, 1992) provides Reclamation with the authority to prepare resource 
management plans. 

1.3  Proposed Federal Action 
For this EA, the proposed Federal action is implementation of the RMP for Reclamation lands and 
resources at Henry Hagg Lake.  The intent of the RMP is to serve as a blueprint for the future use, 
management, and site development of Reclamation lands and resources in the RMP study area for the 
next 10 years.  Reservoir operations are not part of the RMP and are not considered in the RMP or this 
EA.  The RMP identifies goals and objectives for resource management, specifies desired land and 
resource use patterns, and explains the policies and actions that would be implemented during the 10-
year life of the plan to achieve these goals and objectives.  Goals and objectives for the Henry Hagg 
Lake RMP are included as Appendix A. 

1.4  Purpose and Need for Action 
The purpose of this Federal action is to prepare an RMP to effectively manage recreation use and natural 
and cultural resources at Henry Hagg Lake.  Reclamation currently does not have an RMP for its lands 
around Henry Hagg Lake.  A plan is needed to address current and anticipated future issues to permit the 
orderly and coordinated development and management of lands and facilities under Reclamation 
jurisdiction at the reservoir.  Henry Hagg Lake is the only large body of water for public recreation 
easily accessible from the Portland, Oregon metropolitan area.  The region has experienced a large 
growth in population over the last 10 years.  During this time, Washington County grew by 43% and 
Multnomah County, including Portland, grew by 13%, bringing the population of these two counties to 
more than one million people.  An EA on recreation management alternatives was prepared in 1994 and 
is the document that guides current management at Henry Hagg Lake.  Continued growth of the region 
and the corresponding use of Henry Hagg Lake require the development of an RMP to update the 
current outdated guidance and for resolving conflicts with natural resources and among user groups.  
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If implemented, the RMP would be used as the basis for directing activities on Reclamation lands and 
the reservoir in a way that maximizes overall public and resource benefits consistent with the purposes 
of the area; it would provide guidance for managing the area during the next 10 years.  The RMP would 
be reviewed, reevaluated, and revised to reflect changing conditions and management objectives on an 
as-needed basis. Opportunities for public involvement would be provided on significant changes that 
affect the resource or public use.   

This EA was prepared to determine whether to issue a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) or a 
Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA).  NEPA requires the preparation of an EA for any 
Federal action that may have a significant impact on the environment. 

NEPA requires Reclamation to explore a range of possible alternative management approaches and 
assess the potential environmental effects of these actions.  Three alternatives are evaluated and 
compared in this document, including a No Action Alternative and a Preferred Alternative.  The impacts 
of each alternative were evaluated for the following affected resource topics: hydrology and water 
quality; soils; vegetation; fish and wildlife; threatened, endangered, and sensitive (TES) species; 
recreation; land use; socioeconomics; public services and utilities; environmental justice; cultural 
resources; Indian sacred sites; Indian Trust Assets (ITAs); visual resources; and transportation and 
access.  Scoping and preliminary analyses of air quality, topography, paleontology, and geology 
indicated that there are no potential impacts to these resources; therefore, these resource topics are not 
further evaluated in this EA.  

1.5  Location and Background 
Henry Hagg Lake is located in western Washington County, Oregon, approximately 30 miles southwest 
of the city of Portland.  The study area lies within the 38-square-mile drainage basin of Scoggins Creek, 
in the foothills of the Oregon Coast Range.  The reservoir is an important recreation resource in the 
region, both for local residents as well as those from the Portland metropolitan area.  As the region 
continues to grow, Reclamation expects that more people will use the area.  This increasing recreation 
use, as well as the potential conflicts among recreation, aesthetic, and natural resources, is an important 
reason for preparing a management plan for the area’s resources (Figure 1.5-1). 

1.5.1  Historical Overview 

The Willamette Valley has been occupied by humans for at least 8,000 years.  At the time of the first 
Euro-American explorations in the 1800s the Tualatin Valley was occupied by the Tualatin Indians, 
including a winter village at the mouth of Scoggins Creek.  In the 1840s a number of agricultural 
settlements and fur trading posts were established in the area.  Historic farming in the Scoggins Valley 
was dominated by dairy operations prior to building of the dam.   

Construction on Henry Hagg Lake began in 1972 and was completed in 1975 to provide irrigation 
service for the Tualatin Valley, municipal and industrial water supply for eight communities, flood 
control, recreation opportunities, maintenance of water quality, and fish and wildlife enhancement.   
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Figure 1.1-1  General Location  
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Back of Figure 1.1-1
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Figure 1.5-1  Henry Hagg Lake Area 
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• Considering development of the Tualatin Watershed Education and Research Center 

• Pursuing additional education & interpretation opportunities 

• Managing traffic and parking in the study area 

• Improving shoreline access 

• Enhancing accessibility for people with disabilities 

• Increasing law enforcement in the study area (especially for unauthorized off-road vehicle 
[ORV] use and hunting) 

• Improving trash cleanup, particularly along the shoreline where bank fishing takes place 

• Examining the current fee structure 

• Examining the timing of special events 

• Protecting Cultural Resources 

• Protecting Indian sacred sites, if we are informed such are present 
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